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THE CONNECTICUT CONVENTION. 





THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF 


THE SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACHERS 


OF THE 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT, 


HELD AT BRIDGEPORT, 
September 28th, 29th and 30th, 
L859. 


[A full, Phonographic Report, made expressly 
Sor the Sunday-School Times.]} 


FIRST SESSION. 


Wednesday Afternoon. 


de Third Annual Convention of the Sabbath-School 
Teachers’ Association of the State of Connecticut, 
assembled on Wednesday, the 28th of September, at two 
o'clock P.M., in the North Congregational church, of 
Bridgeport. 

The Convention was called te order by the Hon. JOHN 
WOODRUFF, of New Haven, Ohairman of the State Cen- 
tral Committee. After the singing of “Coronation,” and 
reading of the Scriptures by the Rev. Mr. THOMPSON, 
of Bridgeport, the congregation united in prayer with 
the Rev. Mr. COLLINS of the same city. 

PERMANENT ORGANIZATION. 

At the concinsion of the religious services the commit- 
tee appointed to nominate permanent officers for the 
Convention made the following report : 

key. Dantet Cunry, D. D., Middletown, President. 

Hon. ALBERT Day, Hartford, 

Hon. Jonn Woopnrurr, New Haven, 

Hon. Henry P. Haven, New London, 

Rev. J. L. Hopes, D. D., Bridgeport, 

Rev. A. Bootn, Litchfield, 

Rev. W. C. Warker, Jutnam, * 

Austin F. Witurams, Esq., Farmington, 

Ber Jamin Doveiass, Esq., Middletown, 

Groroe M. Ives, Esq.. Stafford Springs. 

Witurm B. Jounson, Esq., New Haven, 

H. Cray Trauma, Hartford, | 

A. L. Trars, Milford, 

L. B. Sruuwan, Bridgeport, 

Grorge N. MorneHovse, do. 

James A. Porter, do. 

A G. Hasmonn, Hartford, ) 

Benjamin S. Parpes, Hamden, 

Epwarp WARREN, Bridgeport, 

WILLIAM STRONG, Stratford, { 

Rev. CHARLES NEWMAN, Torringford, 

E. A. Lum, Waterbury, 

The report of the Committee was accepted, and the 
officers named appointed. 

The following report of the State Central Committee 
was here read by the Chairman, Mr. Woodruff: 

REPORT OF THE 
STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


When it was shown at our last State Convention that 
one-half the children of Connecticut were still unreach- 
ed by the influence of the Sabbath-school, the necessity 
of a speedy movement in their behalf was very generally 
felt, and a strong desire was manifest that some one 
should be secured to give his whole time to the Sabbath- 
school interests of our State. The whole matter was re- 
ferred to the Board of Managers of this association, who 
were empowered to take such action as they deemed ad- 
visable in the premises. They met soon after the Con- 
vention adjourned, and again subsequently, and after full 
discussion of the subject, and free consultation with 
pastors and friends of the cause in different parts of the 
State, decided to put a missionary at once into the field, 
to bring the facts as to the destitution in our State before 
the churches, and to look after the interest of the hither- 
to neglected children. How to raise the necessary funds 
for this service was a weighty question with the mana- 
gers, and they at first supposed it would be necessary to 
make an appeal to the churches in behalf of the cause, 
although there were serious objections to creating a new 
channel for benevolent contributions, or to entering into 
competition with Sunday-school societies already in ope- 
ration. At this juncture, the American Sunday-School 
Union came forward and generously offered to assume 
the entire expense of the undertaking, while conceding to 
the managers of this association the nomination of the 
missionary and the general direction of his labors. 
Gladly entering into so satisfactory an arrangement, the 
managers named Mr. H.C. Trambull, of Hartford, who 
had been the secretary of this association from its forma- 
tion, and whose large acquaintance in the State and ex- 
perience in mission-school management peculiarly fitted 
him for the work. 

Mr. Trumbull at first declined this appointment, but 
being urgently pressed into the service at length con- 
sented to assume ita labors and responsibilities, waa 
commissioned by the Union on the first of September of 
last year, entered at once upon his work, and has con- 
tinued to labor uninterruptedly to the present time. He 
is prepared to bring before you the details of his first 
year’s service. 


} 
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The several county secretaries, who have all been ac- 
tively engaged in their respeetive fields, will also report 
as to what has Leen accomplished in the different sections 
of the State. 

The following statistics show the condition of our 
whole Sabbath-school field on the first of June last, (such 
schools as sent in no report the present year having been 
carefully estimated from reliable data.) It is very plea- 
sant to be able te state, that from only about fifty 
schools of nearly eight hundred of all denominations, 
have we failed to secure an official report: 

Whole number of schools in the State 786, of which 
742 are evangelical 


Whole number of teachers in the State, 12.162, of whom 
11,744 are in evangelical schools. 

Whole number of scholars in the State, 76,095, of 
whom 71,467 are in evangelical schools. 

Whoie number of scholars under eighteen years of age, 
58,469, of whom 54,079 are in evangelical schools. 

Additix 


8 to church, reported from Sabbath-school, 








f scholars reported, 6,160, of whom 5,893 are 
al schools, 
organized during the year, 37, of which 36 
chools. 
is yet much to be done in behalf of the 
till outside of the Sabbath-schools of our State, 
e report of your missionary will conclusively show; 
but we should with grateful hearts acknowledge the 
goodness of our kind Father in heaven, who has so richly 
blessed the efforts made under the auspices of this asso- 
ciation to increase and improve the Sabbath-schools of 
this State during the year just closed, while we suppli- 
cate his contipned favor and assistance in our delibera- 
tions now, and in all future endeavors to bring the chil- 
dren of Connecticut to the knowledge and leve of his 
name. Signed by the Committee, 

JOHN WOODRUFF, 
. G. FP. DAVIS, 
A. F. ABBOTT. 





al 


The report was accepted. 
REPORT OF PROGRESS 
IN THE DIFFERENT COUNTIES. 


Reports from the different county secretaries were now 
called for, 
New Haven Covnty. 
NORTH, of New Haven, county secre- 


IHN G. 
nted « report, from which we extract the fol- 





schools of New Haven county, there are 2,284 
nd 16,244 scholars, 624 out of this number have 
been added to the church during the past year. By refer- 
ence to our last report it will appear that we have reports 





from 21 more schools than last year. We have added 431 
teachers and 3,276 scholars, as the net gain in the whole 
county 


There has }wen a great revival of interest in the cause 
of Sabbath-schools in this county, In many places old 
schools have been revived and their nu mbers largely 
increased. In other places, where for a long time the 
schools had been discontinued, they have been re-or- 
ganized, and by the intreduction of singing children’s 
hymns, and the holding of children’s concerts for prayer 
and exhortation, deep, and we trust, abiding interest has 
been awakened. Mission-schools have been formed with 
success, though not without persevering effort 





| 








Your secretary has procured penny song book and 
presented them to many schools where no suitable singing 
had been introduced. He has spent some time with the 
schools in singing, and the result has been most encourag- 
ing. New scholars have come miles to be in their classes 
to join in the exercises. He has visited over 75 schools in 
the county during the year, and addressed them either in 
the school or at a concert of several schools, and endeayor- 
ed to stir up teachers to more activity in their work, and 
to interest the children in the school, and ofttimes has 
met the parents and friends of the school, and told them 
what was being done and what could be accomplished by 
them in this great work. He has also caused public 
gatherings to be held, where parents and children have 
been brought together to listen to interesting addresses 
from teachers, superintendents and pastors. Each school 
has been urged to hold its own meetings if possible, 
and use its own teachers and officers to sustain them; 
and when this cannot be done, to draw from other 
sources. County conventions have been called in differ- 
ent parts of the county, beside the regular unions of the 
Sunday-schools who have been in the habit of holding 
their annual gatherings. Pic-nics in the warm months 
have been quite frequent, and have done much to draw 
the Sunday-school and the church together in a social 
manner, They have generally produced good results. 
By these and other instrumentalities our schools have 
been largely increased. The largest increase in any one 
school has been in the First Methodist Sunday-school 
of New Haven. Since the first of June the net increase 
has been over 200 scholars. It has been supposed by 
some that mission-schools were only needed in the cities 
among the foreigners, but this is a sad mistake. We 
have been strongly impressed with the conviction 
that more should be done to interest the children 
in the rural districts in the Sunday-school, that they 
may not grow up neglecters of God's word and his 
sanctuary. Parents in many places do not take the 
trouble to clothe their children and furnish means for 
their attendance upon the sanctuary; but they are left at 
home to play and break God’s holy day. If mission- 
schools were held each Sabbath for the benefit of such chil- 
dren, much good could be done. In one small town, some 
miles from church, a few faithful laborers have started 
a school, even since the first of June, so that this 
school is not included in these statistics, which has in- 
creased from 5 to 74 scholars. Its teachers come some 3 
miles after church in the afternoon. The German popu- 
lation is increasing among us, and many are anxious to 
read and learn our language, and by forming Sunday- 
schools for such to read the German and English Bibles, 
large classes are easily formed and flourishing schools 
are sustained. I cannot close this report without allud- 
ing to the valuable services of H. C. Trumbull, State 
missionary, who has done much to increase our schools in 
this county. His visita to our churches and the man- 
ner in which he has gained the attention of Chris- 
tian parents to the wants of their children has won 
for him our ardent affection, and we trust he may long 
live to labor in a cause which he is so eminently fitted to 
advance. 


The Rev. Dr. CURRY, president elect, having arrived, 
took the Chair and remarked as follows: 

“Dear Christian Friends: I have no speech prepared, 
and will only say that, under almost any circumstances, 
I should feel myself honored to be placed at the head of 
such a body of persons, but in this peculiar relation 
which I now sustain, I not only appreciate the honor, but 
am exceedingly gratified to have something to do in such 
business as has called us together here to-day.” 

The hearing of reports was then resumed. 

LitcurieLp County. 


Mr. STEPHEN 8. BALDWIN, of Washington, county 
secretary, reported as follows: 

The county of Litchfield comprises 25 towns, embracing 
at least 85 schools. Returns have been received from 80 
schools, numbering 7,250 scholars, instructed by 1,125 
teachers. 1,664 are adult scholars, and 5,586gre under 18 
years of age. 

New schools organized the past year 10, numbering 
about 350 scholars. 

Increase of scholars the past year 725, and yet it is be 
lieved that the increase of scholars does not in any wise 
correspond with the increasing interest which is felt in 
this cause. 

Local Sabbath-school conventions have been held at 
New Milford and Wolcottville. The former, though not 
very fully attended, has done more toawaken a Sabbath- 
school interest in that vicinity than any previous effort. 
The latter was fally attended, and one of the most inter- 
esting ever held in the county, ifnot in the State. May 
the influence of these conventions long be felt to quicken 
and encourage all who are engaged in this blessed enter- 

rize. 

" Pastors, in many instances, have engaged in this enter- 
prize, and wielded it as the right arm of their influence in 
their various congregations, while many brethren and 
sisters have entered the ranks anew, and those already in 
the field have girded themselves anew for the work, en- 
couraged by the success which, under the blessing of God, 
has attended their labors. They have believed in the effi- 
cacy of prayer, the power of divine truth, and the love of 
Christ, and the energy of the divine Spiritto win souls to 
God. One year since, and most of our churches were 
visited with the dews of divine grace, and our schools 
shared largely in the blessing. Children even learned to 
sing hosanna to the Son of David. Although on this 
point the returns are very incomplete, it is believed that 
at least 500 from our schools have been already gathered 
into the visible church, while perhaps a majority of the 
youngest of those who have expressed hope still remain 
without. 

A fraction over one-half of the schools continue through 
the winter, though it is hoped that comparatively few 
will be suspended hereafter. 

In not more than one-third of the schools is there a re- 
cord of the scholars, hence the difficulty in procuring 
complete returns. 

The county secretary has visited several towns in the 
south-western part of the county, and addressed the 
schools; it has given him great pleasure todo so. He 
would have been happy to have visited all, had his cir? 
cumstances permitted. 

Our grateful acknowledgments are due to H. C. Trum- 
bull, our State missionary, for his labors in our county; 
and we extend to him our cordial weicome and hearty 
co-operation whenever he can labor with us, assuring 
him there is an open field which calls for the efforts ofall 
who have the welfare of the rising generation, the love of 
country, or the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom at 
heart; for but a fraction over one half of those in child- 
hood are yet gathered into the Sabbath-school. 

Litchneld county! the birth-place of foreign missions, 
where it was cradled, and rocked, and nursed to man- 
hood, so that its arms embrace almost the whole world, 
has within its borders more than 5,000 of its own sons 
and daughters under 18 years of age without the pale of 
the Sabbath-school, and almost if not entirely destitute of 
religious instruction. 


Hantrorp County. | 
Mr. N. KINGSBURY, of Hartford, County Secretary, 
presented a written report, from which the following 
particulars are gathered: 


Hertford county embraces 27 towns. There are in this 


county— 
137 Sabbath-schools, of which 126 are evangelical. 
2,505 teachers, “« « 2,364 “ “ 
16,504 scholars, e & 15,025 “ « 
Of which number— 
4,186 are over 18 ys ofage, of which 4,053 “ “ 
12.318 “ under “ * ms 10,975 “ “ 
912 have been added to the 


church from Sabbath-schs, 
of which 852 “« + 

79 schools have gained 
2,611 scholars, of which 

37 schools have lost 

901 scholars, of which 

18 Sabbath-schools discontinued, 

of which 
These 18 schools embraced 
1,462 scholars, of which 1,293 * 

Net gain during the year, 1,710. 

The whole number of children in the county between 
4 and 18 is 
21,921 of which . 

12,361 are in Sabbath-schools, or 56 per cent. 
11,018 * in evangetical schools, or 50 per cent. 
9,560 in the county between 4 and 18 in no Sabbath- 
school. 

The proportion of Sunday-school scholars to the whole 
number of children between the ages of 4 and 18, in each 
town is as follows: 
Avon, - - - 212 out of 269 or about 77 per cent. 
Berlin, - - - 346° 546 * * 





: 64 
Bloomfield, - ” 375 “ 42 “ 
Bristol, - - - R81 “ 40 “ 
Burlington, - : ‘ 351 “ 26 

Canton, - - ® 629 6 67 “ 
E. Granby, - - “ 2996 “ 33 & 
EK. Hartford, - - ‘ 706 had 50 “ 
K. Windsor, - - » Te « 60 “ 
Enfield, - - - 1,510 ‘ 40 “ 
Farmington, - - « 937 ‘ 67 “ 
Glastenbury, - 5. 45 “ 
Granby, - - ‘ 488 ‘ 2 « 
Hartland, - - s+ 219 “ 33 “ 
Manchester, - - by 840 “ 50 . 
Marlboro, —- - « 3 6 3¢ “ 
New Britain, - 1,194 5 “ 
Rocky Hill, - + ‘ 318 “ 
Simsbury, - é “ 492 “ “ 
Southington, - = ‘ 736 “ 
South Windsor, - 475 . ba 
Suffield, - - . S44 “ 
West Hartford,  - 457 “ 
Wethersfield, - 5OR “ 
Windsor, - - 606 “ 
Windsor Locks, - “ 33 “ 
Hartford - -4,108 « 6.007 “ 





It has been my privilege to meet and address during 
the current year, ending June 1, 1859,79 of these schools, 
either separately or in Union meetings, besides being 
present at numerous other Sabbath-school gatherings. 

Our meetings on the Sabbath have mostly taken the 
place of the forenoon or afternoon service, giving me by 
this means an opportunity of addressing the entire con- 
gregation, in connection with the children. 

One encouraging fact is that we have authentic re- 
turns from all the Sunday-schools in the county. 
have been especially pleased with the faithful manner in 
which some of the blanks for obtaining statistics from the 
various schools have been filled up, although many of the 
questions have not been answered, und the work has been 
quite arduous. I would, however, make particular re- 





ference to the report of a little school in a remote part of 
the county, which has answered not only the questions 
asked, filling them up entirely, but has given us other 
information, such as I would like to receive from all 
the schools in the county. The superintendent says, 
“Our school is somewhat peculiar. We have more adults 
than children. Our first class has 17 scholars, aged from 
6 to 11 years, boys and girls. 


Second class, 13 males, from 8 to 15 years. 
Third “* 10 females, bed tol4 * 
Fourth ‘ 7 females, “ 4tol6 « 
Fifth * 10 males, “ 16to19 « 
Sixth * 19 males and females, “ 18 to33 


Seventh “ 20 males and females, “ 21to36 


Eighth “§ ——————  §s *¥ ~ Wt «* 
Ninth “* 14 females, “« 42to65 « 
Tenth ‘“ 10 males, “ 65to75 “ 
Eleventh “ 7 females, “« 69to72 “ 


There 1s also a Sunday-school connected with the 
State prison, which is located in our county, containing 
4 teachers and 24 scholars. 

MIDDLEsEX County. 

The county secretary, Mr. IRA GARDINER, not being 
present, Mr. A. L. TRAIN, secretary of convention, read 
the report as follows: 

Middlesex is one of the smallest counties in the State. 
There are in this county 64 Sunday-schools, to all of which 
circulars were sent at an early date, and of this number 
we are pleased to say that we have received 56 returns, 
showing the number of teachers and officers to be 936; 
number of scholars, including Bible-classes, 5,332. 

Most of these schools are in a healthy condition—some 
of them very much so. There are, however, a few excep- 
tions. 

It is observable that wherever the minister takes an 
interest in the Sunday-school, and unites with the officers 
and teachers to promote its welfare and prosperity, that 
those schools are in a flourishing condition. The secre- 
tary for this county commenced the work of visiting the 
Sunday-schools last April, and has followed it up every 
Sabbath since. Still there are quite a number of schools 
in the south part of this county which he has not been 
able to reach. 

The schools visited in most cases have been very well 
attended, especially by the females. The girls in our 
Sunday-schools far outnumber the boys. 

Where are the boys? Where are all our young men? 
What are they doing? They are individually exerting 
an influence somewhere. Every young man has an 
influence either for good or for evil. How shall we 
reach them, and induce them to attend the Sunday- 
school, and how shall we retain those already there? 
These are questions of vital importance, and should re- 
ceive the consideration of this convention. 

These boys will soon be men—educated men. If they 
are not educated in the Sunday-school, they will be edu- 
cated by the world. 

In the absence of the county secretaries, the reports 
from the following counties were read from the summary 
of the State missionary. 

New Lorpon County. 

New London county has 19 towns, with 108 Sabbath- 
schools. Of these 104 are Evangelical; teachers 1,657— 
1,594 in Evangelical schools; scholars 9,247-—8,652 Evan- 
gelical; over 18 years of age. 2049—2024 Evangelical ; 
under 18 years, 7,198—6,628 Evangelical; additions to 
Evangelical churches 246 during the year; gain of scho- 
lars for past year, all in Evangelical schools, 786. * 

Winpaam County. 

Windham county has 16 towns, with 68 schools, 63 of 
which are Evangelical; teachers 852—814 in Evangelical 
schools; scholars 5,419—5,156 Evangelical; of this num- 
ber 3,864 are under 18 years of age—3,661 Evangelical ; 
additions reported to Evangelical churches from Sunday - 
schools, 211. In 24 schools 529 scholars are reported as 
gained, and 392 as lost in 13 schools. 

Farrrrep County. 

Tn this county the returns show 138 Sabbath-chools— 
a larger number than in any other county; teachers 
1,978—1,931 in Evangelical schools; scholars 11,527— 
11,098 Evangelical; of these 9,835 are under 18 years— 


9,406 Evangelical ; additions to Evangelical churches dur- 


ing the year, 152; 1,045 scholars are reported as gained in 
42 schools, and 199 as lost in 11 schools. 


TOLLAND County. 


Thirteen towns in this county show 41 Sunday-schools, 
of which 39 are Evangelical; teachers 611—595 Evangeli- 
cal; scholars 4,2. ,080 Evangelical; under 18 years, 
2,791—2,641 Evangelical. There were during the year 
123 additions to Evangelical churches from these schools ; 
634 are reported as gained in 19 schools, and 99 as lost in 
2 schools. 


MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS. 

The Business Committee recommended that the re- 
mainder of the session be devoted to hearing reports 
from individuals of the Sunday-school condition and 
prospects in their neighborhoods, and that the speakers 
be limited to five minutes. 

The CHAIR: 

We are to a large extent strangers to each other, and 
as the remarks are to be limited in time, there are two or 
three things we want to know as soon as you begin— 
who are you? where do you come from? and in behalf of 
what school de you speak? And then we want the sub- 
stance of the matter in as condensed a form as you shall 
be able to present to us. 

Mr. J. W. GRIGGS, Chaplin.—I rise to speak in behalf 
of a small school which has been organized during the 
past summer in Chaplin, with the assistance of Mr. 
Trumbull, our State missionary. I was chosen superin- 
tendent. We began with 14 seholars, 4 teachers, librarian, 
and superintendent; and since that time (about the Ist 
ot May,) our numbers have increased as well as the in- 
terest. We have averaged during the whole time 36 
each Sabbath. We now have 9 classes. One thing I 
must say, our teachers are very punctual; I think I have 
had to get substitutes but three times for absent teach- 
ers, and many of them come a mile and « half and two 
miles to attend the school. But two families attend our 
school that live within one mile of the school-house. Our 
smallest attendance has been 20, onr largest 48—last 
Sabbath we had 47. I feel that we are doing good. We 
are aiming to benefit our scholars by feeding them on 
the “bread of life’? And now if there are any here 
who feel as though they would like to engage in 
this good work, I would say go on. There are two 
or three things we need. We want to know how in the 
“put the hand on the child’s head,” as first place to 
Mr. Hawley, of Wlartford, says. Unless we get the 
love of the children we can do them no good. Give me 
the confidence of the parent and the love of the child, and 
there is no child in Connecticut whom we cannot influ- 
ence for good. There are many little ways of showing 
the children that we love them, and care for them, by 
giving them the little tract, taking notice of them, speak- 
ing kindly, not only on the Sabbath, but whenever we 
meet them during the week. We must let them feel, 
and see too, that we mean what we say to them—that we 
are in earnest. I have often noticed when asking scho- 
lars to come into the Sunday-school, their fixed, watchful 
gaze, as though they were looking down into the soul to 
know whether you were in earnest or not. And they can 
tell. 

Mr. T. W. RUSSELL, of Hartford.—I am from the Mor- 
gan street school of Hartford—Mr. Trumbull’s old mission- 
school. The secretary of our county, when he introduced 
me said I had the most difficult school to manage there ever 
was. This will give some idea of its character. The school 
numbered during the past year about 140 in average at- 
tendance. They vary in age from 2 to 80 years. Yes, 
there are some less than that [some two months old, in- 
terrupted Mr. Hawley.] One teacher told me a few days 
ago that her class numbered 33, 22 ladies, and 11 babies ; 
and within a Sunday or two, among the German ladies 
who gathered around her to be instructed, some 6 or 7 
had children in their laps, too small to leave at home, 
and they anxious to go to the sehool to listen to instruc- 
tion. The average increase for the past year is from 25 to 
30 per cent.; and we attribute it mainly to our monthly 
cencert. It was commenced about a year ago, and I be- 
lieve it has been one of the most efficient means of in- 
creasing the attendance and interest in our school. In 
our part of the city a large proportion of the population 
is made up of foreigners—Irish, German, French, and I 
don't know how many different nationalities—five or six 
at least. We offer all the proper inducements we can to 
bring them into our school, and use every attraction we 
can to keep them there. Our Sabbath-school concert is 
very attractive, and the attention we give to singing is 
operating most happily in increasing the interest. We 
want the children to sing. We want to make them feel 
that they have something to do. Wedon’t have an organ, 
or any other instrument, at one end of the room, and 
then take a book and have three or four to sing merely, 
but we encourage them all to help. We have supplied 
them all with music: books, and only last Sabbath I in- 
troduced some tunes I thought were new to them, but to 
my surprise, after singing one verse they almost all join- 
ed in, and so heartiiy, that I could hardly keep up with 
them. They sang with a life and animation that made 
the room ring. Some believe in having singing done in 
a formal manner, and by the old people, but I think the 
children in mission and other schools should feel that 
they have something they can do, and the more you can 
put them to work, the more interest will they have in 
their school. 

The Rev. J. A. GALLUP, of Essex, remarked: There is 
nothing peculiar in the school at Essex, to which I be- 
long, but there are two or three features in it which have 
interested us much during the past year, and added to 
the rapid increase and general interest of the school. It 
is a small school, but considering the size of the congre- 
gation, as large perhaps asordinary. It is peculiar in re- 
gard to the number of adults who have been induced to 
attend. The question was asked in one of the reports, 
“Where are the young men?” We considered that ques- 
tion, and found that they were not in our Sabbath- 
schools or churches. An effort was made to get in our 
young men, and as no other teacher was available, I of- 
fered myself to take charge of a class. After consider- 
able personal solicitation, a class of 20 was formed, and 
only two or three were at the time pious, or connected 
with the church—but they had hardly come into the 
school, and by that act acknowledged themselves ready 
to receive religious influences, before the Spirit of God 
was among them, and now not more than two or three of 
that number are not hopefully pious, and many of them 
are members of the church. 

These, connected with other young men in the village, 
were in the habit, previous to this time, of meeting on a 
hill in the neighborhood. They had built there a hut, 
with boards and turf, and they had inside of it a barrel 
of cider. Here they used to resort on Sundays to drink, 
smoke, play cards, and all that. But when they came 
into the Sunday-school, and became interested in the sub- 











ject of religion, there was a change on the old hill, These 
young men went there, indeed, but the old hut was gone, 
the barrel was e, and the cards were not. They form- 
ed acircle on the hill, sitting down all around on the 
rocks, and with Testaments in hand, read each a verse in 
turn, till they had finished a chapter, and then they 
knelt in prayer. Thus from early spring till late in the 
fall, until the severe weather broke them up, they met 
together, and formed that circle of prayer every Sabbath 
on that old hill. 

I thought when the question was asked, “What has be- 
come of our young men?” that if other young men could 
be interested, and induced of themselves to enter the 
Sabbath-school, in this land of religious influences, cor- 
responding changes would be made on other hills, and in 
other avenues and streets throughout our State. 

Our schools have been growing in interest. We feel 
that to make them self-sustaining we must bring the 
children to work We like very much to have brother 
Trumbull, and other good brethren to come along, and 
bring their fire with them, and put it to our hearts, and 
kindle up a flame there; but we find we must set the 
children to work if we would succeed. In our school we 
have them recite their verses, and have what we call 
“responses.” For instance: we take a passage in the 
Scriptures. and from one side of the house ask the 
question, “If a man die, shall he live again?” And 
from the other side the response comes, “Marvel not at 
this; for the dead who are in their graves shall hear his 
voice, and come forth.” Thus we take such passages as 
seem to be responsive. At our last Sabbath-school con- 
cert we tried another thing. We proposed to have the 
Lord’s Prayer repeated in as many different languages as 
we could. We area little people, with but few opportu- 
nities. but at the next concert we had the Lord’s Prayer 
repeated in seven different —— These things add 
greatly to the interest, and we think to the permanence 
of the school ; and this is what we want. These conven- 
tions are good, but we went something that will last, 
something that will give permanent interest—that will 
remain when the name has passed away. 

The CHAIR: 

This is the Polyglot School of Essex, you will under- 

stand! 
Deacon GEORGE F. SMITH, City Missionary, of New 
Haven.—{ represent one little school in New Haven. 
We have in that city thirty-three schools, five of which 
have been organized during the present year. They 
embrace just six thousand scholars according to recent 
returns from the various schools, while in the same dis- 
trict, covering the same ground, there are 6,657 children 
between the ages of four and sixteen years. Last year, 
a little school, with which I was formerly connected, was 
thonght to bedead. It must be given up. I had before 
had charge of it for it for fifteen years, and I could not 
see it die out. The teachers said, “ Well then, you must 
take charge of it again.” 1 did so. I then went to 
work. The old children must be gathered back again 
and & many more as we can. said to the children, 
“Come, children, I want you to help me. You must go 
to work and invite others to come in; and to the child 
that brings in the most scholars, I will give a gold dollar ; 
the one who brings the next greatest number shall have 
a book worth seventy-five cents—the next, one worth 
fifty cents, and the next a twenty-five cent book. They 
did well; and I had to distribute five or six books to 
those who had gained equal prizes. I then got certifi- 
cates of membership, nice little sheets with a picture of 
adove at the head of them, with an olive leaf in its 
mouth, going from the ark. I had three hundred of 
these cards printed, and the first Sunday they were all 
taken up. The names of scholars were returned on each 
of them; and I was compelled to get one hundred more 
cards printed, for the children said to me, “Deacon 
Smith, we'll have four hundred very soon.” We have 
gone to work with a will, and that’s the only way to ac- 
complish anything. Anybody who’s got a good head on 
him, and a good heart, can build up a Sabbath-school 
anywhere. And God’s people ought to have the will and 
go to work everywhere in this State to gather in the 
children. If this were to be done I believe those out of 
the Sabbath-school may be gathered in before the close 
of 1860.. If we would see the church off God prosper, 
we must take charge of the children. If we would 
have the flock increase, we must see to it that the lambs 
are well taken care of. In our city, there has been a 
large increase through the yearin the number of Sun- 
day-school scholars. In visiting various schools, I have 
found them filling up; and one school does not intend to 
stop till it reaches one thousand scholars, and I believe 
they can accomplish their aim by the right efforts. 

I hope and pray that we may receive a new impulse 
from coming together here to this convention, and when 
we go home we may go with a mind to work. 

The Rev. R. G. WILLIAMS, of Birmingham.—We 
have perhaps the oldest Union in the State. It observed 
its thirteenth anniversary about four weeks since. We have 
tried an experiment lately, that is, to have what we call a 
“parish convention,” in which Sunday-school officers, 
and teachers, and parents, and all interested in Sabbath- 
schools, might meet and have an opportunity to make 
some remarks about the Sabbath-school cause within 
their own bounds. I have felt that we needed something 
like this,—somebody to talk to the children, and thus 
enable ine to reach the parents of the congregation. The 
plan has certainly enlisted very great interest, and is 
promising of good. Judging from the effect, I simply 
throw out this thought for others to consider, and 
adopt in their own fields of labor. 

Mr. A. F. AB ', of Waterbury, remarked that he 
represented the Methodist Episcopal school of his town. 
Their numbers had slightly increased from last year, 
although through the fluctuating character of the popu- 
lation, they had lost one hundred scholars. The children 
have been set to work with encouraging results. A very 
beautiful certificate is given to every scholar who brings 
in a new member. e school numbers about 375 
scholars, with 40 teachers, with 90 in the infant classes. 
A large proportion, about 75, are adults. 

“We have not the materials to work upon that our 
friends in New Haven and Hartford and other large 
cities have, unless indeed, we should get in the Roman 
Catholics, and we have not yet learned how to do that. 

{*“ Put the hand on the head,” suggested a delegate. ] 

“That may do sometimes,” continued the speaker, “ but 
the priest has a club in his hands, and that is often more 
effectual. 

“We have need of more sympathy on the part of the 
church with us. r pastor is in the work, but some of 
the members of the church, who were not brought ap in 











the Sunday-school, or if they were, in such as did not 
leave a good impression upon them, who regard it asa 
“dry place,” keep aloof from it. But we are trying to 
get them back into the school by letting them see how 
the little children love it; and how they too would ifthey 
would only become like little children. 

“We had last spring quite a discussion asto whether or 
no we should give up ourafternoon service to the Sunday- 
school. We felt that we needed more time. We had 
preaching three times a day and two or three prayer 
meetings, taking up 5 or 6 hours of the day for the adults 
of the congregation, while the Sunday-school and the little 
ones in it were only allowed the crowded hour at noon, 
when they were hungry and wanted to get home. We 
want a little less preaching and more teaching. Webhave 
not got the church quite up to the point yet, although 
they passed a good resolution that the Sunday-school was 
avery valuable institution, deserving of more time and 
the cordial encouragement and personal sympathies of all 
church members. We hope and labor for this matter to 
be taken up and decided for the good of the school, and 
believe it will be practically decided soon.” 

Mr. JOHN WIARD, of Plainville : Ours is a small vil- 
lage, but we have what we considera very flourishing 
school. There are 4 schools in it. Last year we had about 
340 in allin our schools, and of this number more than 
half were over 18 years ofage, ang 161 of these are pro- 
fessors of religion. During the year 40 were added to the 
church from the Sabbath-school. 

We have for some two or three years contributed to the 
support, in part, of a missionary in Michigan, which 
thing has done much for our own school. Fromour mis- 
sionary we receive monthly letters which are read at the 
Sabbath-school eoncert, or children’s meeting, which we 
hold on the afternoon of the second Sunday of each 
month. Last year we contributed $85 for the support of 
our missionary. We are now connected with the * Sun- 
day-School Union” composed of five schools in the imme- 
diate neighborhood, Farmington, Unionville. Suffolk and 
Bristol ; and we have made an arrangement in the “Union” 
to contribute to the support of a missioMary in Kansas. 
From him we expect to hear monthlyof the work at the west 
The idea of doing something, and the fact of hearing from 
our missionary, is wonderfully pleasing tothe children; 
and they give gladly of their pennies to help in the support 
of this missionary. Ithas createda deep interest in the 
school; and I would earnestly recommend it to be 
adopted by every schoolin the State. Do something tan- 
gible. Give the children something to do by which they 
may know they are at work. We have sent library books 
out which were used by ourselves, though in a respecta- 
ble condition, and then have replenished our own. From 
these books we have heard that great good has been done. 

Set the children to work. 

Mr. 8. 8. BALDWIN, Secretary for Litchfield county: 
I represent a school in Washington which has had 75 
addéd to its number during the year, the largest in- 
crease in the county. This is not so much due to the 
members of the school, but to the great Head of the 
church. One year ago that place was visited with the 
outpouring of the Spirit, and a number, especially of 
young mon, were broughtin. A classof 30 young men 
was formed in the school. The school numbers 260; of 
these 120 are over 18 years of age, and the balance. 140, 
under that age. Of the 120, 110 are members of the 
church, About 50 united with the church from the Sab- 
bath-school last year. 

Our teachers have been laborious. They have been 
prayerful; they have labored, expecting the blessing of 
God, and they have not been disappointed. In the in- 
crease of our school, we have used no extra efforts. Each 
scholar and each teacher has felt bound todo all be could; 
and although we have not brought the whole congrega- 
tion into the school, yet, of our native population, but 
seven over 18 years of age remain without. Probably not 
more than 20 under 18 years of age in the parish remain 





out of the Sabbath-school, and, with the blessing of God, 
we intend to labor for these. It is a blessed cause, | 
Mr. BENJAMIN 8S. PARDER, of Hamden: I report | 
of the smallest schools in the State. It is 
called the “Oak Spring School.” In the spring, about 
the first of April, Mr. Trumbull came to Hamden, ocen- | 
pied the pulpit of the church in the morning, and as the | 
result of his labors there, a number of young men and | 
young women in the vicinity conceived the idea that they | 
might be of service in this district. Accordingly they 
started a Sabbath-school there. It is held in the house of 
a man who embodies in bis own person the only church 
and Baptist society in the town; holding in his hands a 
fund which was once given for the maintenance of Bap- 
tist service there. He is the only survivor, and he has 
given us the use of this fund for our school, where we 
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meet from Sabbath to Sabbath, in a room farnished 
nicely and kept warm during the winter. Our numberis 
41 or 42: average attendance about 30, the adults and 
larger scholars coming from two to four miles to attend. 
Our exercises are varied, and we introduce many things 
from time to time to create and sustain an interest. 

We intend to maintain it during the winter; and al- 
though we have as yet seen no great good results except 
in the increase of the interest of those attending, we be- 
lieve good must follow with the blessing of God. We see 
even now quite a large number attending divine worship 
who before did not—they find it just as convenient to 
walk over to church as to the Sunday-school. 

Mr. JOHN P. CHAMBERLAIN, of Unionville: Our 
school numbers about 180. The population is small. We 
have during the summer divided the school and formed 
an infant department, which numbers about 50 little 
ones, They meet in the basement of the church during 
the warm weather. We devote about an hour to our 
Sunday-school—between the church services—the school 
meeting immediately after the morning service at 12 
o’elock, and closing at one. During the year 14 from the 
school were admitted to the church. We have a Sunday- 
school concert, but are not quite satisfied with our ma- 
nagement of it. I think we area little behind in this 
matter. We do not know just what measures to adopt, 
and just how far to embrace new plans that come up. 
Our folks are rather conservative and a little afraid of too 
many new things. Iam in hopes to get some light at 
this convention. 

I hear from some of the rePiorts that a very large num- 
ber of the adults have been gathered into some schools. 
That is a difficult thing for us to accom . Our young 
men especially stand aloof from the Sunday-school. The: 
say, “ You lay too much stress upon the Sabbath-schooi: 
you make too much of it; you do not consider us as re- 
spectable unless we come into it.” There may be some 
cause for this. 

Mr. A. F, WILLIAMS, of Purmington, reported :—We 
have a pretty good school, with more than 300 con- 
nected with it. Two years ago our number was but 126 
to 150; but after attending the State Convention at Hart- 
ford, and learning how to increase it from our brother 
Pardee of New York, we went home and formed our 
whole parish into little districts, with a committee for 
each district, and visited thus every family in that part 
of the town (the First Parish), and added about 150 to our 
school. We have been endeavoring the last year to follow 
the example set us by Plainville, of bringing in the adults 
to our Sabbath-schools; but I am sorry to say that in this 
effort we have failed. We have about 50 to 60 adults in 
connection with our school—some from 75 to 80 years 
old; but the most of the adult population we could not 
get. The church, at least some portions of it, are j 
of the Sunday-school. Last year when we reported to the 
church, as it is our duty to do by their order, the state 
of our Sunday-school, we found that of the 39 persons who 
had joined the church, of the 33 on p m, 31 were 
from the Sunday-school. We simply stated the fact ina 
church meeting, and the report was condemned because 
we “ magnified the Sunday-school before the church.” 
We suppose this is the reason why many adults do not 
come into the school—they are afraid ft is going ahead of 
the church! 

The speaker here referred to the monthly Sanday-+chool 
concerts. They had been difficult to sustain for more 
than a year past, but an astonishing interest in them was 
revived by the introduction of singing, and permitting 
the children to do it for themselves. The consequence is 
that now their lecture-room, which holds 300, is hardly 
large enough to contain the numbers who attend, while 
before hardly 50 could be brought out. 

“ We must remember that when we thus get the chil- 
dren interested, they go and interest the parents, 
and soon they are brought in.” 

The Rev. RGE 1. WOOD, of Guilford.—We have 
had Mr. Trumbull with us this summer, and I would re- 
port to this convention that since his visit, there has been 
a greatly revived interest in behalf of the Sunday-school 
in the churches and community. Since he was t , we 
have instituted a Sunday-school concert, and I must say 
it promises to be the most interesting evening meeti 
we have. Mr. Williams, of omer oy has visi 
us and done much to cheer us. And I believe the Spirit 
of God is working, and that a deep interest is seon to be 
manifested in the cause in Guilford. 

We want more time for Sabbath-school instruetion. We 
don’t want it crowded in between the morning and the 
afternoon church services. We want the afternoen given 
to this great work. I believe the church will gaim by it; 
for lam confident that one sermon thoroughly studied 
and prepared and delivered in the er service, is 
enough, without the afternoon service. It will then give 
our church members time to exercise on it and digest it. 
I think our churches are dying fast by dyspepsia. e 
have not enough active labor for them to keep them in a 
healthy state; and if in the afternoon they would work 
in the Sunday-school, they might thus digest the morning 
sermon. As for us pastors, I believe we should havé to 
work harder than ever, for we too would have te go into 
the Sabbath-school. But our church rs are really 
dying spiritually for want of something to do;—they 
should be set to work in the Sabbath-school. I know it 
is rather a hard thing to change a long established usage, 
but we want to have it done. - 

Mr. E. L. BRONSON, of Waterbury.—I have been s0 
much on the wing for the last six months, that IT have 
nothing to report from home; but it was my privilege to 
visit some schools not long since in St. Louis. Seldom 
have I seen such deep interest in the Sunday-school work 
—in the mission Sunday-school work—as in St. Louis. 
One school I visited, started by a New England, a Con- 
necticut man, numbered something over 600 scholars, and 
3 out of 16 schools had from 500 to 700 scholars each. 
Never have I seen so much interest manifested in the 
work, as while passing through the Western States. Not 
only was this seen in the great cities, like Chicago and 
St. Louis, but even on the prairies, where I rode one Sun- 
day eight miles to church, and five miles on my way stop- 
ped into a mission-school that had been established there, 
where the adults and the whole population gathered to 
be instructed from God’s word. 

Mr. F.C. NEWTON, of West Hartland.—Our congrega- 
tional society is small, as well as the school which I repre- 
sent. There is not much variation from year to year in 
our numbers. We didn’t understand how to get our 
adults into the school there, but I will state what was 
done. A year ago last March, our pastor called a church 
meeting in his study. The object was to pray and con- 
verse on religion. We had had a weekly prayer-meeting, 
but this was something special. Last year, while the 
Spirit was poured out in other places around us, we 
seemed to be destitute of this influence. Prayer-meetin 
were established on two or three evenings of the week, 
and the result was an increase of interest, uritil finally we 
too were blest with a revival, and several conversions 
took place. Our Sabbath-school was then reorganized about 
the Ist of May. and I was chosen superintendent. I found 
the increase more than double the usual number, and 
most of these were adults. They came into a large Bible- 
class we had formed. Since then we have maintained the 
school with interest, increasing through the whole year. 
It was reorganized about the Ist of May, this year, but 
the number has not varied much from the year before. It 
is about 75. The interest, however, is increased. We are 
hoping for another rain of the Spirit, and that those in 
our Sabbath-school may soon be made the sabjects of 
God's grace. 

The Rev. STEPHEN ROGERS, of Wolcott.—I came here 
to get light to know how I should build up our little 
Sabbath-school upon the hills of Wolcott. We have 
been trying, and I find out one way here, and that is 
to have Mr. Trumbull come to see us, and I give him no- 
tice now that we want him to visit our Sabbath-school. 
The next great thing I want to learn here is, how we can 
get the Holy Spirit to come down upon our Sabbath-school. 

(Mr. TRUMBULL, “ Invite Him!” 

Well, we are going to, and I hope you all will help us. 
If we can have these two things together—the one to 
the means of inciting us to work and encouraging us,and 
the other to bless our labors—I believe that with the 
working machinery we have, great good can be done, 

We have a small school, as I said, of about 139 scholars, 
with an average attendance of 105. We have a respectable 
number of adults inattendance. We havea monthly con- 
cert, which is the largest attended evening meeting inthe 
place. There is a great deal of interest in it. We have 
singing, by the young people, of such songs as are adopted 
tothe school. Ido hope this convention will yet be wise 
enough to devise some means to reach those who do not 
go to the house of God, or are at least seldom seen there. 
I have thought much of these; I have felt for them, and 
if through the means of the Sabbath-school they can be 
brought in, Lam ready to give this agency every neces- 
sary encouragement and advantage. Iam my own super- 
intendent, and never mean toresign. Ifthey tarn me out, 
they may do it; but I never mean to resign. It is the 
best office I ever got into! 

The Rev. CHARLES NEWMAN, of Torringford, gave 
an account of aschool established through his efforts, aided 
by those of the State missionaryin a district neighboring 
his own. The place was exceedingly hard to reach, it being 
in a rough, mountainous region ; and there had not been 
preaching there for some time, Those who did attend 
church services most regularly, were only there about 
one-third of the time. The establishing of a Sabbath- 
school was proposed, and eight names were promised to 
take hold of the matter. A school was started after much 
difficulty, with 8 teachers and 24 scholars, The school is 
now in successful operation, with about 30 scholars. 

The Rev. W.T. HILL, of Winsted—In August the 
officers of the Methodist Sabbath-school issued a call to the 
other churches of this place, to meet them in convention 
teconsult about the interests of the Sabbath-school. This 
call was responded to by three congregational churches, 
two in Winsted and one church in Winchester. The con- 
vention proceeded to nominate committees and gave them 
districts, and they were to visit every house within its 
beunds. Two of these districts have been thoroughly can- 
vassed, and every house visited, not excepting the Roman 
Catholics. Reports were to be furnished of the number 
attending church, and the number who did not; th 
attending a Sunday-school and those who did not. e 
other two districts have not yet fully reported ; but I am 
happy to state that there have been additions to all our 
Sabbath-schools since the inauguration of this canvass. 

Mr. ELL MINER, of Bridgewater.—During the past 
year there has been much interest in our church. Num- 
bers have been converted to God, of all ages. I think 
there has been more interest in the Sunday-school, than 
for h number of years. We have singing in the Sunday- 
schools. One incident connected with the school I Leg 
leave to relate. 

A little boy, about eight and a half years old, was 
taken sick in the summer; and almost from the first he 
seemed to have a presentiment that he would not re- 
cover. He said he felt be loved Jesus Christ. On his 
last day upon the earth he seemed exceedingly happy, 
almost rapturous in mind. He seemed as if heaven was 
opened to his view; and he would. reach forth his little 
hands to those around him, and bidding them farewell, 
would tell them to meet him in heaven. He wanted his 
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SECOND SESSION. 
Wednesday Evening. 


ONVENTION assembled at 7 o'clock. with 
) prayer by the Rev. Mr. BENEDICT, of 
6 congregation then united in singing the hymn be- 
ginning: 
“Almighty ruler of the skies 
h the wide earth thy name is spread,” 


after which Mr. H. CLAY TRUMBULL, State Missionary 
for Connecticut, presented the following report : 


Annual Report of the State Missionary, 


In presenting to this association the 
year’s mission work, I am called to 
uncultivated than the well tilled port 
necticut Sabbath-school field. I 
the rich stores of golden 
from by the Lord of the 
rapidly ripening for the 7 
ear, the qrnene le the new seed, and 
rejoicing garden blossoming as the rose,—I must 
to your notice the waste places and corners 
this fair domain, must tell of scanty crops, of 
ear, of withered blade, of thorn-choked seed, and 
ren, parched and thirsty plains. 
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In the record of my twelve months’ ex 
observation, I may not confine myself to sat! 
encouraging details, concerning “ Model Sabbath. 
and “Banner towns,”—describing interesting 
concerts, and well attended feati vals and aoni 
— only to mene superintendents and earnest 
teachers, to interested co-operating parents and 
appreciative, well instructed children; but the un 
come task is mine of also romain stubborn facts as to 
deserted sanctuaries, and heathen uw 
attractive Sabbath-schools, incompetent superin 
formal teachers, godless parents, and poor, 
glected children. 

My strong desire and earnest endeavor, to-night, is to 
burden you all with a deep sense of individual 
bility in view of what is yet unattempted in the work of 
“home evangelization” in our i of 
the contemplation 


State, 
your hearts with gratitude and joy in 
secured, 
ptember, 1858, upoti the nomination of 


of results pe) A 

On the lst of 
the board of managers of this association, I was 
ed by the American heyy Sooo Union, as mi 
to labor for the cause of Babbath-school extension and 
improvement in the State of Connecticut, and entered 
at once upon my duties, 

Although previously acquainted with the fact that less 
than one half the children of Connecticut were even 
nominally connected with any Sabbath-school whatever, 
I was by no means prepared for the developments of 
moral destitution within our borders, which were made 
in the course of my explorations of the rural districts 
the State. Allow me to briefly and in 
terms, of what I have learn 
cution of my work. 


A 


on thie subject in the prose- - 


The destitution of which I is net chiefly in the 
manufacturing districts nor in the large centres; 
with the Roman Catholics and in greatest 
measure. It is, more generally, in our rural communi 
ties, our farming districts, on the borders of towns, be 
tween parishes, and to a greater or less extent in every 
portion of our Commonwealth, 

Where were once flourishi 1 churches, I 
now find, not infrequently, with but little change in the 
number of inhabitants, no active ecclesiastical 
tion, no stated gatherings for social worship, no 
school; but only the deserted sanctuary to 
the “former days,” when the Lord waa there 
in “the beauty of holiness,” and the 
“into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts 
with praise.’ Again and again, in our State, have I 
looked through the broken wind or the I 
doorway of one of these ae disused churches, to 
in sadness on the forsaken altar, the decaying seats, 
the crumbling walls, and to cry out, in with the 
prophet :—* How is the gold become dim! how is the 
most fine gold changed! stones of the are 
poured out in the top of every street.” of 
closed church edifices are to be found in asi county, 
mem- 
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and scores of others might, doubtless, be by 

bers of this convention, in many of which ae 
should be at once resumed, and the children 

in those truths which make “ wise unto salvation. 
of them, now in my mind, which has been hardly 
for years, is still published as beat of its dei 


nation in the county where it is |, and as ponte f | 
church worshiping in it of nearl ndred 

fifty members. In that very building I endeavored, a 
few months since, to organize a hool, there 
being none within four miles of ite neighborhood. T 
found, there, children in abundance who would gladly 


be scholars, and a few Christian women og ty in- 
struct them, but not the first man could I find 

on the pro} 1 good work, to superintend or teach in a 
Sabbath-school if one was started there. I stayed to plead 
with that stubborn people, in that dreary 
until almost dark, on that Sabbath eve, but all in vain. 
Not until the following week, when a young man, 
lived six miles from there, was moved with pity in 
behalf of those needy children, and consented to walk 
the whole distance, each Sabbath, to superintend their 
school, was there any prospeet of or; —— there. 

In one town, where last year, e ehty of every 
one hundred children, between four and eighteen years 
of age, were outside of all Sabbath-echool influence, the 
returns of the present season show a falling off even 
from the small number hitherto attending the Sabbath- 
school, the town not having been visited by either the 
County Secretary or State Missionary. 

One hundred and thirty-eight of our evangelical Sab- 
bath-schools show, by the recently secured urns, & 
diminution of their numbers during the past year, 
amounting in the aggregate to twenty-eight hundred 
scholars, while a half score more have died ont within 
the same period; and this in the present Sabbath-school 
age! 


Even some of the leading churches in the cities of 
Hartford and New Haven, have, to-day, not half as many 
children in their Sabbath-schools as they had thirt; 
years since, although the increase of churehes of t 
denomination has by no means kept pace, in that time, 
with the growth of population, 

But there aye other places in our State where not even 
the memory of former sanctuary privileges fe te any 
way exert a hallowing influence at present, where the 
church going bell never sounded, a 
never gathered in the Lord’s house. I visited such @ 
settlement, recently, where it was the impious boast that 
no public prayer had been ever offered there. 

In another locality, I found children who should have 
been for years under religious training. who did not know 
what a Sabbath-school was, when I asked them if they 
attended one. 

Again, I found three villages, or large neighborhoods, 
within as many miles, where the nearest church of any 
denomination was some four miles from the centre of 
their circumference; and still two other communities, of 
two to three hundred persons, each, unblessed with pul- 
pit preaching or Sabbath-school teacning. 

In one settlement, the Roman Catholics were rejoici 
that the influence of the revival had penetrated to 
locality, and humanized and elevated some of the vile, 
degraded descendents of Puritans. 

From the public school of one district the Bible, I 
learned, had been already excluded, although no foreign 
voters were there—the cause of proscription being 
merely the heart’s hatred of the gospel of Jesus. 

Three times during the last few months has the 
attempt to organize a Sabbath-school, in different desti- 
tute localities of our State, been met with the most de- 
termined hostility, and the school-house been closed 
against the would-be teachers, or the children driven 
from the room when they bad actually assem there. 

While only one-fourth of the adults in a town of some 
two (thousand inhabitants are nominal church-goers, and 
only about the same portion of children are in the 
Sabbath-school, even the public school-house, in the 
principal village, has so fallen to decay, that no im- 
struction is now given in it, and the district failing to 
draw any allowance from our State School Fund, the 
children are as much neglected during the week, as they 
have been, for so long a time, on the Sabbath. 

I might still continue these details of the de- 
solations of our State; Lut the specimens I have given 
will serve to indicate = jm of nen 
facts in my possession, t suffice ° 
that the developments of each month since I entered 
field have been such as renewedly to surprise and alarm 
me, and to induce the feeling, to- it, that there may 
be within our borders even deeper of moral want 
~F a $m ge than any I have yet been made acquaint 

-d with. 

Now, without any waste of words as to the cause of 
this sad state of things, let me name the chief obstacles 
which, in my opinion, are to be encountered by those 
who through the Sabbath-school, as an agency—under 
God—of the church and the ministry, seek to shape the 
character of the coming generation, and, by bringing the 
children under the saving influence of the G@ to 
work, ere long, a radical change in the moral condition 
of our entire community. oti é 

1. The time now generally given to the ae roe instruc- 
tion of the young, in the allotment of Sabbath exercises, is 
Jar too brief for effective labor in their behalf. 

In most of our rural parishes, the morning services 
closes at twelve o'clock, and the afternoon service com- 
mences at one, the Sabbath-school and recess for lunch 
being crowded into « single hour. In many places, only 
three-quarters of an hour is as the noon inter- 
mission, during a considerable portion of the year, while 
in two-thirds, I think, of our churches, the average time 
given to Sabbath-school instruction, exclusive of opening 
and closing exercises, will not exceed twenty to 
minutes. In one town of over four thousand inh 





tants, for six months in the year the Sabbath services in 
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or are so presented, 

hath to the children, “no form nor comeliness,” 

see him, “there is no beauty that they 
»” 


our Sabbath-schools, instead of drawing 

far and near by the inside attractions, only 

may be driven in by stern pa- 
teachers. 


ag 
driven out by cold 
ly com, y 

thousand children are shown by returns just ro- 
be outside of the Sabbath in Connecti- 
might, doubtless, be brought umder Ly aw sced 
systematic, persistent, prayerful endeavors 
to schools already formed, or to those or- 
ly for them in districts remote from pre- 
ries; but Christi are not easily aroused 
alf, because they are so accessible, so near 
rej ce to foreign lands, the church ad- 
the t commission :—** Go ye into 
the = 3” but concerning 
about us the command is practically render- 
ye from all the world lear the Go 5 
ere ye stand.” “ Drink of the Water of Life 
our fathers digged in this place, or let your 
h forevermore, and we be clear of all responsibi- 
souls.” Christians, generally, either fail to 
his missionary work is, to so t an ex- 

be done, just here, or they consider these familiar 

the sanctuary and Sabbath-school a hopeless 

‘k and pray for. It is easier to have faith in 

of labors for Christ by other men in other 
to believe will come of. our endeavors im | 

the dwell h 
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obstacles than those thus uamed as, in my 
doubtl be d by labor- 
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n Counecticat Sabbath-school field; but most 
of them will, I think, be found growing out of, or directly 
connected with, these, and if in associated wisdom 
consider and resolve how, in God’s name and 
be met and removed, the way will 
6 our cause, and 
ing and conversion of our little ones. 
now let me say that, while I have told a sad story 
of the nocessities of our aon Sete, 1 would am be uoder- 
stood as the t Connecticut is in greater 
— need t athe etions he hoy ASS nay 
understandingly when I sa e jay 
ned of almost the entire federa 
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ly because her field has been more tho- 
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organization of -echool teac 
, informal association whiok is bere holding 
ition. Since this was formed, in the city 
in April, 1857, the record shows that some 
per cent., or fifteen thousand echolars, have 
to the evangelical schools of our State. their 
having increased from fifty-six to seventy- 
During the year closed on the first of June 
ust sanieed show an aggregate gain, in 
and twenty-nine such schools, of eight 
hundred scholars, the net increase of the 
ntire State, (deducting all losses in the 
ta,) being nearly or quite six th d 
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reaching them yet. n, to interest the child, 
we must give him something to think upon—some 
fresh explanation; as brother Tousley used to say, “Give 
a child one clear, fresh thonght every Sunday, and you 
cannot keep him from the §pnday-school.” 

the next “ we can make our schools attractive 
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to read the book himself till he had 
— a full, clear view of it, and then recommend 
t wit! h 

&e., 


h a short stat of its interest, 
to the scholars. And this applies as well to the 
reading of the mang Sunday- papers with which 
our schools may now be amply supplied. Let the teacher 
in his reading, mark some fact, say in the paper that is 
about to be distributed, call the attention of the children 





to it, give perhaps the substance of the story, and they 
will read it with tenfold more interest than if the paper 
was merely put into their hands. By such a course on 
the part of teachers, the library and reading mutter of 
a school would be made doubly valuable. 

hope that another suggestion of your State mission- 
ary will be fully carried out, namely, the giving of more 
time to the Sunday-school. Don’t grudge it all the time 
it needs, if it is one hour and a balf or three hours. In 
Brooklyn the best schools open at 9 o’clock in the morn- 
ing and close at 1044, reassemble at 2, and close at 3 
thus securing in the two sessions three hours for Sunday- 
school work. And the teachers all feel glad to get se 
much time for their labors. Now it is not hard to get 
time for the Sunday-school, even in the country. I was 
brought up in the country, and I like to look at these 
matters sometimes a country stand-poipt. I don’t 
believe it is any more difficult to sustain a school in the 
country now than it was 30 years ago, when I was a boy 
mpon the bills of Litchfield county, and attended my first 
Sabbath-school there. I remember sometime since, in 
November last, being invited over into New Jersey toa 
small country town to preach a funeral sermon over a 
Sunday-school, as the time had come when it was usual 
for them to disband. I went there. A large audience 
was assembled in the large old-fashioned stone church. 
When I came to hear the report, which had been pre- 
pared for the anniversary, read, I was surprised to hear 
that the school had started in the spring with 25 scho- 
lara, and by a series of vigorous efforts had gone on till 
they numbered 189 scholars! and there were 187 there 
present. I told the brethren they must excuse me from 
preaching a funeral sermon on that cecasion. [ was sur 
prised that any man, woman, or child should think of 
shutting the gates down on such a work as this, on a 
pleasant day in November, After inquiring, I could not 
for some time find who favored the closing of the school. 
It was not the teachers—it was not the church members. 
Finally I discovered that it was their young pastor who 
stood in the way. I said to him,“ Why, my brother, 
He pleaded want of time; he met 
in the morning at the usual hour of worship, 1014 o'clock, 


and the Sunday-school began at 9, but in the short win- 
ter mornings the: 
0 





could not get out 60 early as nine 
clock, and therefore they could not have the school! 
inquired what they did in the afternoon. “0, I have a 
young ladies’ Bible class of a dozen or fifteen; and in the 
evening there is a preaching service. Besides, they are 
80 d in the aft that we cannot get them 
together. We canpot have the Sunday-school except in 
the morning.” Said I, “8 se you have the morning 
church service to begin at 11 o'clock, and the school at 
half- 9?” Upon urging the matter of postponing 
the church service for half an hour, the farmers agreed. 
the preacher agreed, and the consequence was, more than 
a hundred attended the school during the winter. And 
now they want me soon to come to another anniversary, 
not faneral occasion, and they say they will show me 300 
and to accomplish such a good result they say 
they have canvassed the whole neighborhood down to 
Patterson. I only speak of this as illustrating what we 
may accomplish when we have the will, and that the 
subject — be spoken of more at large by others. 

The burden of a good many of the reports we have heard 
has been, What shall we do with our young men? Ye 
What shall we do with the young men? It has been aad 
that in an old heathen nation once, 16 young men of the 
= young men in the State were to be brought forward 
bh aes 
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county, active Christian men, lovers of Christ 
e iittle ones, are laboring for the extension and 
of their schools as never before, and most 
of increase of effort is manifestly attributable, ander 
God, to the influence of such conventions as this, and the 
zeal pe of bers and officers of this 
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ng the twelve months closing with the first inst., 
T have been privileged to visit eighty of our one hundred 
sixty-one towns, travelling in this work something 
more than ten thonsand miles in this State, visiting or 
meeting at union gatherings more than two hundred and 
fifty of our schools, of ten denominations. making some 
three hundred public addresses in behalf of this cause, 
and writing, on account of it, upwards of one thousand 
‘letters. I have, moreover, been enabled to start, or se- 
cure the formation of more than twenty new Sabbath- 
schools, in destitute localities, in as many towns, includ- 
ing some work of this kind in oy | county of our State. 
“i is my hope and prayer that I have not “ labored in 
vain,” and “spent my strength for naught;” and I re- 
joice that “ my judgment is with the Lord, and my work 
with my God,” having confidence that whatever of his 
truth he has uttered by me, will not return auto him 
void, but will prosper in the thing whereto he sent it. 

There is in the recerd of the past year’s progress much 
to cheer and encourage us, and in view of what has been 
already secured, by his blessing, for the children of our 
State, we may thank God and take courage. But we 
must neither rest nor tire. The dying wail of sixty thou- 

of the precious little ones committed to our charge 
by him who folded them in his arms and blessed them, 
comes to our ears to-night, and their longing gaze is 
turned imploringly to us for help. While their peril is 
so imminent, we may not sit to count treasures already 
secured; but, “forgetting those things which are Lehind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which are before,” 
we must, at the head of our division of the “Sunday- 
school army,” come up, without delay, “to the help ef 
the Lord against the mighty.” 

This is an age of action, and time speeds. 

* Worldsare charging—heaven beholding ; 

Thou hast but an hour to fight; 

Now, the bl J cross unfelding 
On—-right onward for the right. 

On! let all the soul within you 
For the truth’s sake go abroad ! 

Strike! let every nerve and sinew 
Tell on ages—tell for God !” 

At the conclueion of the report, Mr. R. G. PARDEE, of 
New Fork, was introduced, and addressed the convention 
as follows: 

We have had, my Christian friends, a wonderful vision 
of your noble State, presented to us this afternoon and 
evening. This afternoon very mach of the bright and 
hopeful side was spread before us. The Sunday-school 
cause was represented in its best and most interesting 
character. We had results presented in their strongest 
and warmest light. We had Sunday-school friends here 
who came from the most attractive portions of your State, 
and who gave such accounts as have cheered our hearts. 
It is none the less interesting or important that we hear 
the — brother Trambull has given to us this even- 
ing. It is not the part of wiedom—it is not the way 
Sunday-school men are accustomed to do—to shut the eye 
to the work before them, while they rejoice in the work 
of the past. We need just sucha thorough sifting of every 
State in this Union, as has been given to this State by bro- 
ther Trumbull this - 

There are a few things presented in that report, well 
calculated to impress any mind, and I will just refer to 
some of them. ‘One is thie. There is a namber of things 
in which, in my humble opinion, your State surpasses, so 

as Iam informed, any other. In the first place, you 





have gota more perfect and complete survey of your State 
than any in our land, and perhaps than in any correspond- 
ing portion of the world. Besides all that, you have more 
. You have not only got your eye on the 
tate, but you know perfectly the latitude and longitude, 
and your complete reports of the condition of the cause 
throughout your borders, give = an advantage unprece- 
dented. Why it was thought by our brethren in Massa- 
chusetts, that it was hardly ible to get reports in by 
any means which might be devised. Yet here you have 
actually accomplished it. From some of your largest 
counties, almost every school has reported. Now if I 
am not mistaken, no other State can compare at all with 
in this respect, and it looks as if it must be years 
any State can be permitted to stand side by side 
with you in such reports. 

In the third place, you are in advance in having a State 
on the field, who has visited almost half the 
towns of your State himself, in person, during the last year; 
and made addresses, and brought an influence to bear in 
every aa for good. And if we could have something 
like this—if that great and noble institution, the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union were to send out a brother 
Trumbull to every State in this Union. it would be the 
most hopeful sign ao imagine—e prepara- 
 Sunday-school ip them to 

a degree of success not known. 
Another point in which this State is in advance of 
the visitation by your county secretaries. 


ou the altar of the State for the purpose of 
appeasing their gods. We shudder at such a thought; 
but what is that to the number who are annually sacri- 
ficed in our cities throughout the land? And why are 
they thas sacrificed? Because, to a large extent, it may 
be said with an emphasis, “ No man cares for their souls!” 
They have the age of petting as children, by 

fathers and mothers, and they think they are able to take 
care of themselves, and the church of Christ seems to 
think so too, and they do take care of themselves with 

with a vengeance! From the time they get to be young 

men almost, unless they are connected with the Sunday- 

school in Bible classes, in one or two years they leave the 

Sunday school and Bible class, aud the Christian influ- 

ences of the family circle, and feel “ nobody cares much 

about me, and I care less for them.” Now we must treat 

young men with respect. Wo must reach forth the help- 
ing hand. They long for sympathy but can’t get it. We 
must feel that we were once young, and remembering our 
own experience, say to them, “I know the struggle 
through which you are passing; the excitements which 

impel you; the influences which surround you; and I 

want to sympathize with you; I want tobe your friend.” 

We shall gain their confidence and esteem more readily 

in this way than in any other, even though we use kind 

rebuke unaccompanied by our warm sympathies in their 

trials. And they are trials--they have fierce mental 

struggles to meet, especially in our large cities. Why, 

Dr. Tyng has said that to throw a young man into the 

city of New York was like throwing him into a boiling 

cauldron, And what a number there are in this State 

unreached by the saving protection of the Sabbath- 

school! Our brother has told us there are 60,000 between 

the ages of 4 and 16 yet without its pale, and we may 

safely estimate 100,000 of our young men and women yet 

unreached toa large extent. There is the immense class 
of servant girls in all our families, who are bringing an 
influence to bear upon our children, lasting for all time. 
These are to a great extent neglected by the world and 
the church. Dr, Alexander used to say, “The neglecters 
of the church, be it ever remembered, are neglected by the 
church.” We must turn our attention particularly to our 
young men, for they are the index of the character of a 
nation. 

Not long since, passing along the streets of New 
York, I met a friend who had come from Europe. He re- 
marked that as he was travelling through the land of 
Milton, he saw animmense old stone cathedral. As he 
approached it he saw three great entrances. Over one of 
them was carved out a beautiful wreath of roses, and un- 
derneath it was this inscription: “All that which pleases 
us is but for a moment.” All the roses, all the pleasures, 
all the joys and delights of life, Christian friends, are but 
for a moment. Over the other door was a cross, and un- 
derneath that was this inscription: “All that which 
troubles us is but for a moment.” All the trials, all the 
afflictions, all the pains and sorrows of life, Christian 
friends, are but for a moment. But underneath the 
great entrancé into the main aisle of the cathedral was 
this written: * That only isimportant which is eternal.” 
So it is, Christian friends. These troubles and trials of 
life, as well as its joys, are but for the moment; but the 
good that we do is eternal. It will be but alittle time 
before we shall see that the business of making hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, or raising splendid mansions, or ac- 
cumulating fame and honors, is a very small business 

pared with hi r man’s child the way of 
salvation—of eternal life! Christian friends, let us en- 
gage inawork that shall last—last when the world is 
grown old. 

The Key. ROBERT M. HATFIELD, of Stamford, ad- 
dressed the convention as follows : 

I can hardly express to this* congregation my surprise 
at some of the statements that have been made this even- 
ing. Perhaps it is not very much to my credit that I was 
not informed before of the condition of this State, in 
which I have lived now for more than a year. However, 
there is an old proverb to the effect that “an honest con- 
fession is good for the soul,” and I repeat it, 1 am taken 
completely by surprise—utterly astonished at some of the 
statements read to us by our State missionary this even- 
ing. If I had heard it in front of some grog-shop, or 
from a company of infidels, that in a single county in this 
State there were f/teen dilapidated and unused churches, 
where the swallow had found her nest, and the people 
no more came to worship God, I should have repelled it 
as a slander, and hurled it back as a foul aspersion 
against our religion, because I honestly believed such a 
state of things could net here exist. But alas, Cliristian 
friends, these statements come to us from a sour:e, and 
in such form, that we cannot for a moment call them in 

uestion. That so many churches are going to decay; 
that the Christians who once resorted there to keep holy 
time in the house of the Lord, that said one to another, 
“1 was glad when they said, let us go up to the house of 
the Lord ;” that these are now scattered like sheep upoa 
the barren hills, without a shepherd, and with no man to 
care for their sou!s, is to me an alarming, an overwhelm- 
ing fact; and I ask in the name of our common Chris- 
tianity—in the name of Christ, who gave himself for his 
church, To what must these things lead? Surely, sir, 
unless this is changed, and that am early, old Connec- 
ticut will lose her reputation, will be recreant to the 








honor she has borne ages of being the friend and 
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the eh’ before the ian world, and 
| that salvation of the church and of the world 
| or tat the care taken, and the effort put forth, 
convention, where I am alway 
| be when they were alive enough to have them, you are 
| almost ready to conclude from the way men speak 


| tianity, and all good re’ 
called upon, whatever else they meglect, to _ their un- 
divided exertions to the suppression of this d 1D 
vice. If you go into a Bible-meeting, you would suppose 
| from the way men talk that all that was needed for the 
conversion of the world was that Bibles be multiplied. 
If they only could have one copy of the Bible for every 
mean, woman. and child in the world, the work would be 
| done—that the Bible,without not t gh 
| to save the world. And so with other modes of reform— 
| the distribution of tracts and religious books. One class 
| of good men can see nothing but slavery in the way; 
| they speak as though there was no use in preaching. no 
use in multiplying Bibles or religious tracts, or in doing 
anything else till the slaves are enfranchised. And lastly, 
| another class cannot see anything else but the Sabbath- 
school—and if there are only enough of these, the world 
will be converted. 

But I don’t believe in these things. I am not here to 
ride any high horse to-night. I believe in regarding the 
Sabbath-school as a most im t agency for the salva- 
| tion of souls, and the advancement of Christ’s kingdom ; 
| nay, I will go farther, and say that next to the preaching 
| of the gospel by the living man, which I hold to be 
God's great instrument, over and above all others to 
save men, the Sunday-echool stands pre-eminent. But I 
have no heart nor sympathy with those who would exalt 
any one of these agencies to the disparagement of the 
others. We have heard enongh here to impress us deeply 
with the fact that increased attention ought to be given 
to the work of instructing the rising generation—fitting 
them for lives of virtue and piety here, that they may be 








this matter, but I desire to be it in no way as dic- 
tating, but only as expressing my own honest convictions. 

Now, it has been said our Sunday-sechools need to be 
more attractive. They do not draw in the children as 
they ought to. This is undoubtedly true. What can be 
done to cure the evil?) We cannot go into detail, but I 
believe that the central power of attraction must be a de- 
cidedly religious influence. You -_" a other at- 
tractions as much as you please. If it had been an- 
nounced that I should speak here to-night with a black- 
smith’s leathern apron on, this house would not have con- 
tained half the people that would have been anxious to 
see such a sight—so strong is the curiosity of people, and 
their love of the ridiculous and the novel. And so with the 
Sunday-school. You may have exercises of such a kind that 
they will come rushing like a flock of sheep to your 
school-rooms, But as soon as the novelty is over they will 
rush like a flock of sheep in the other direction. But 
seriously, lam exceedingly jealous of some of the new- 
fangled methods whith are becoming popular for drawing 
children into the Sunday-school. Not that I would have, 
in the matter of singing, euch old-fashioned tunes as 
“Mear,” and “Majesty,” and “Before Jehovah’s awfal 
throne,” &c.; but 1 believe in the adaptation of the exer- 
cises to the real wants of the scholars, not to their curi- 
osity and taste for the ridiculous. We want the children 
to feel that they are in the presence of God ; and we want 
his Spirit to baptize all and characterize all the exercises. 
Better have fewer in number, if it must needs be, than 
the absence of the Spirit’s influence. Seriously, in the 


all pervading piety. Do you believe it would be possible, 
fess fuith in Christ, were really under the influence of his 
constraining love—do you believe that these churches 
could be left in their dilapidation, and the children by 
tens of thousands be left to grow up in ignorance, vul- 
garity and vice, many of them to be curses to the world, 
and to perish at last without God, and without hope? 
No, brethren; no! no! If we really felt what we have 
professed to feel—if we really were what every Christian 
man is bound to be—if, having put on the Lord Jesus 
Chriet, we did thenceforth make no provision for the 
flesh to live according to its lusts—if we really knew the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, “Though be was rich, for our 
sakes became poor, that we through bis poverty might be 
made rich”--many. many fires could not burn up such love 
as this; many waters could not quench the zeal which we 
would show in our consecration and separation to his 
service; and we should come up a great host agaimst the 
enemies of our Lord. God would smile upon us, and 
send down the fruitful and life-giving influences of the 
Holy Spirit. 

0, I thought when our brother was reading some of 
the facts to-night, whether we had not better even now 
stop talking and go to praying: that every Christian man 
and woman might get down on his knees before God, 
and make a new consecration of himgelf, entire, to his 
service. O, we need the presence and influence of this 
Spirit in the heart, to urge us to efforts to do good—and 
then too how depeudent we are! How poor and un- 
successful all our efforts are, unless we feel that we 


ving, and 
lar interest, If you go into a temperance | obedience to the will of its Creator, Toe Ty benevo- 
ys y to go, or used to | lent designs, and promoting his holy will, righteous 


meet for the inheritance of the saints in light hereafter. Ido | 
feel a delicacy in throwing out such suggestions before | 
those who are older and more ——- than myself in | 
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Saviour, have done what they could. You that have one 
talent, de not wrap it up in the napkin and bury from your 
sight as worthless, but use it, that when the Master shall 
come, may say here are two talents, Lord, that I have 
cored by this - 


nt ef thine. 
I have som i in this thou, 


to promote etimes cht. 
“Whey talk as if | now that everything that the Lord has made in this beau- 
t interest of | tiful world, was conscious 


and intelligent ; that everything 

grows from out the earth, moves upon the earth or 
in the sea, or in the air of heaven, had a perfect under- 
standing that it was there li moving in 


I apprehend that there is nothing in all the 


on the | universe, that would not be glad to stand fast in the place 

subject of the liquor traffic, of the effects of liquor on | where God 

| society, that it is the only obstacle in the way of Chris- | 
forms; and t' 


had planted it, and rejoice to do or obey or 
suffer as he had appointed. I can then very well under- 


hat all people are | stand that the sea, the grand old ocean, would feel it tobe 


a glorious thing to be pouring its waves ona pebbly beach 
| and rock-bound shore, sending out from every wave the 
| of the God of the sea and of the dry land; but I can 
Jost as well believe that it would not be an inglorious 
| thing to be a little brook running down through the ver- 
dant meadow, fringing either side , 4 flowers, singing its 
Creator’s praise as it runs down to the depths! I can see 
it to be a grand and glorious destiny for the mighty moun- 
tain, to stand with its base in the heart of the earth, and 
lift its tall head toward the heavens, piercing the very 
skies; but I can believe just as well that the little 
cast somewhere by the hand of creative wisdom and good- 
ne&s, should be willing to lie there and fulfil its destiny. 
| I can believe that the woods—the tall pines and the cedars 
| of Lebanon and the palm trees—that these would clap 

their very hands for joy, that God had permitted them 
thus to show forth his praise; but I can believe just as 
well, that the daisies and buttercups lying down in the 
shaded dells and nooks of the earth where none can see 
them, are content just to turn their leaves upward and 
catch the descending showers and the dewdrops of hea- 
ven! High positions, brethren, and low positions, are of 
no consequence if we are there by God’s appointment, and 
Christ be with us there. This ambition, this cursed am- 
bition, this self-seeking in the Christian church—this it is 
that cuts the sinews of her exertions, that eats like a can- 
ker into the heart of her usefulness, and stands in the 
way of much that otherwise she could accomplish for the 
honor of the Master. 0! for grace that we might just oc- 
cupy the position indicated by the will of the Master— 
content to plod on in the path of duty, rejoicing in the 
| assurance that we do not labor in vain—that we shall not 

spend our strength for nought! 

Brethren, continue in this work. Cultivate in your 
hearts not only love for the Saviour, but love for the chil- 
dren, because they are children, and because Jesus loved 

them, and loves them still, and gave himself for them, and 
because these are they who shall inherit the kingdom of 
our Father in heaven. TI have thought sometimes, that 
whoever e'se was ep; in Sunday-schools, or whoever 
else might neglect them, that all parents ought to be Sun- 
day-school teachers. It is not until we have children of 
our own—till we feel their little hands taking hold of the 
very fibres of our being, not perhaps till we look upon the 

pale cold face of our dead child, not till by our faith we 

ave followed that spirit in its flight to heaven, where it 
has gone to dwell forever with Jesus—it is hardly till we 
have been bruised by such experience as this, that we are 
fully prepared to caper wg ildhood and love it. I don’t 
know how it is with others, but I know when God took 
my first child, and compelled me to say, Let me bury my 
dead out of my sight, from that time till now, as I have 
gone out into the world and heard the prattling of chil- 
dren, and the patter of little feet on the sidewalks, and as 

I look into the faces of children as I go through the streets, 
it is not till then that I have felt such a yearning of heart 
towards them. Cultivate, then, this love of childhood; 
learn to look through the outside, the rags and dirt, to the 
spirit that dwells within; remembering how Christ took 

them up in his arms and blessed them, that his sacrifice 
comprehended every one of these, and that it were better 
that a millstone be hanged about their necks and they be 
cast into the depths of the sea, than that one of these lit- 
tle ones should perish through their neglect. God help 





fear of God, I affirm that a cure for most of the us to be faithful, and grant us at last the reward promised 
evils we lament, would be found in a higher, deeper, more | to his faithful followers, for Christ’s sake! 


The Rev. Dr. HODGE, of Bridgeport, was expected to 


if a large proportion even of all in Connecticut who pro- | address the convention, but owing to the lateness of the 


hour he declined. 
The Business Committee recommended an order of busi- 
ness for the remaining sessions, which was accepted. 
After the singing of the Doxology. the benediction was 
pronounced by the Rev. Dr. HODGE, of Bridgeport, and 
the Convention adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock on the fol- 
owing morning. 


THIRD SESSION. 


Thursday Morning. 


{ONVENTION was called to order at 9 o'clock, imme- 
_) diately after an interesting meeting for prayer 
Opened with prayer by Mr. HAWLEY, of Hartford. 


Special Reports. 


The first order of business was the hearing of verbal 
reports from different schools, especially those in Bridge- 
port. About an hour was occupied thus, and statemeuts 
were made by Mr. M. White of the South Congregational 
church, Mr. T. P. White of the First Baptist church, Mr. 
George N. Morehouse of the Methodist church, Rev. Mr. 
Benedict of the Second Baptist church, all of Bridgeport, 
by Mr. E. Strong of the mission-school of the South Con- 





stand, so to speak, in the palm of his hand, and that we 
are sheltered by his overshadowing wing! | 

There is great complaint of the want of capacity for | 
teaching a Sunday-school class—of the inability to in- 
terest children; as if there was one particular kind of 
talent necessary to instruct them and lead them in the | 
way they should go. Brethren, how much would this 
complaint trouble us, if we were as one expressed it— 
“ One-eyed Christians,” by which he meant those who had 
an eye single to the glory of God? Did you ever try the 
experiment in your life, of going down and sitting with 
acilass of children—I care not of what age or size— 
when you had such a precious sense of the value of their 
souls that your eyes moistened with tears, and you could | 
not restrain them?—O, did you ever with such a feel- 
ing, tell those souls of the love of Christ, and present his | 
claims befgre them, and find them listless and un- | 
touched by Buch teaching? Did you, ever? 0, brethren, | 
there is a deeper want than tact or adaptedness for teach- 
ing—one underlying all these qualifications, and higher 
and more important than they all—it is to have your 
own heart burning with love—a deep, fervent personal 
piety. May you all go away from this convention with 
a fresher, deeper sense of the need of this qualification 
for the work to which God has called you. 

But there are several things indispensable in addition 
to personal piety, if we would successfully prosecute our 
work as Sabbath-school teachers; and I think personal 
piety tends directly to produce these habits of mind and 
practices, of which I am about to speak. One thing 
important, is a conviction of the practicability and de- 
sirableness of the conversion of children early in life. 

would remind you here, that we are never to lose 
sight of the idea that the work of the Sunday-school is 
the conversion of the children; the bringing them 
directly and actually to Christ. It is possible, 1 think, 
to bring children into such relations to the truth of 
God, and so far influence them by this religious culture, 
as that they shall,in mature years,—instracted in the 
methods of resisting the influences of the Holy Spirit— 
be prepared to be Christ rejecting sinners during the rest 
of their lives; and that the teacher who comes into the 
Sanday-school with the purpose only of implanting good 
principles in the hearts of the young—of training them 
up to lives of virtue and morality merely, who does not 
look beyond and aim higher, fails sadly in his mission. 
We are to look for the conrersion of our charge: and 

















gregational church, and Mr. George Bacon of the Metho- 
dist church, of East Bridgeport, by the Rev. C. W. Clapp 
of Rockville, and the Rev. IL. M. Coe of Durham. 


The First Topic. 


* How shall we secure more time for the instruction of 
the young, in the allotment of Sabbath exercises ?” 

Mr. A. G. HAMMOND, of Hartford, remarked: The 
school I represent, belongs to one of the oldest churches 
in the State—the Second Congregational, in Hartford. 
We occupy one hour, fromn half-past nine till half-past 
ten. We say itis not time enough. If we attend three 
Sabbath services—three sermons, or two sermons and 
prayer-meeting in the evening. and then attend the 
Sabbath-school, we have to work pretty hard on Sun- 
days. Therefore, I am going to commit myself to this 
principle. It may tread on some ministers’ toes, but I 
eally have their interests at heart. I am going to 
labor to have a surrender of the afternoon church ser- 
vice to the Sabbath-school, brought about. In the 
North church, they have such an arrangement, on ac- 
count of the ill health of the pastor, Dr. Bushnell; and 
their school has an hour and a half, and longer, if they 
wantit. Theresult has been good. Adults come in and 
form classes among themselves, and make the Sunday- 
school one of the most interesting services of the day; 
and there is no reason why it should not be. 

Mr. A. F. ABBOTT, of the Methodist Sunday-school, 
of Waterbury.—lI rejoice in being called a Sunday-school 
man. I believe I have the “ Sunday-school idea” brother 
Pardee spoke of last night. I believe too, I have the 
temperance idea, the Bible and the tract idea; and I 
believe in the missionary work, in parental instruction, 
and in the preaching of the gospel. I should put the 
preaching of the gospel by the living ministers, in the 
van of the army; parental instruction at the right wing; 
and the Sunday-school at the left wing. And I do pro- 
test, as an officer of a small division in that left wing, 
at not being allowed a proper position in the field. We 
want a chance to work. We believe the van of the 
army has had to do too much of the work. Our 
people are required to spend so much time in hear- 
ng and receiving instruction from the pulpit, that they 
cannot properly impart instraction at home to their own 
children. 





we are to pray and labor for immediate results. Weare | 
to expect that every month, yea, every Sabbath, we give | 
instructions that the word spoken “ will not return unto | 
him void, but shall accomplish* that whereunto it is | 
sent’—that it shall be “the power of God and the }| 
wisdom of God unto the salvation of souls.” If we | 
would see this, I repeat we must have a conviction of | 
the practicability and desirableness of the early conver- 
sion of our children. 

How early in life ought we to expect a child to come to 
Christ?) At what time are you desiring and praying | 
that your children may be saved? I don’t intend to in- | 
dicate any time, but [ will say this in regard to my own 
children, and what is true of mine is true of yours also, 
that 1 am sure they cannot be led to the Saviour too 
soon. ave been reproved and humbled at what I 
have heard from the lips of my own child, in relation to 
this matter. 

About seven years since, my child, of four or five 
years, one night erept out of his little crib by my bed- 
side, and coming to me. twining his arms around m 
neck, and laying his soft cheek to my face, began to tal 
to me confidingly, as I had encouraged him to do even 
then. All at once, he startled me by the words, “ Father, 
1 wish IT had died when I was a little baby!” The other 
child that God had given to us before, he had taken home 
to himself; and this remark of my boy thrilled through 
my heart. I said to him, * My son, what do you mean? 
Have you not kind parents, and everything in this world 
pleasant and good? What can you desire to make you 
happy that you have not? How strange it seems tome 
that you shou!d be thinking of this, and telling me you 
regret that you had not died when you were a baby!” | 
“Well, Pa, I know all that, but I have been thinking | 
how many things I have done in my life, wrong; and 
when I think of that, it seems to me I had better died 
when I was a little baby!” Ah, these are the same 
thoughts that have entered into mature minds, and have 
been suggested by the same Spirit who visits the hearts 
of adults thirty arfd forty years of age. My friends, if 
children are to be saved—if they are to be brought to 
Christ, we must have faith in the practicability of the 
work ; and when we bring them into the Sunday-school, 
we must do it with the purpose, the determination of 








in the Lamb's Book of Life. I am afraid that one diffi- 
culty, one hindrance in the way, is our ambition to do 
something grand and striking. We are all tempted to 
think, at least to indulge the desire to make a mark, to 
create a decided impression somewhere—overlooking the 
work that is just by our side—at our hands. How many 
hearts grow warm with zeal, and palpitate with the 
ardent desire to go to the heathen, and to nations who 
never heard the sound of the gospel, while strange, 
strange! they overlook a field which is lying before 
them, “ white to the harvest,” and concerning which our 
master has said, “Enter into my vinevard and labor, 
and I will give thee thy wages!” If we could take 
hold of a whole neighborhood, of an entire community ; 
if it was in our power to bring back a whole city to its 
allegiance to Christ, we should all be ready enough for the 
work; but to take up our cross and labor little by little, 
step by step, through difficulties and discouragements, and 
in quite out of the way places where no eye rests upon 
us, to cheer and applaud, oh, how apt we are to weary 
in well doing, and relax our efforts, flattering ourselves 
that we are excused from doing anything because it is so 
little we can do! Brethren, there are not many of us 
called to high, and what the world calls eminent posi- 
tions, Not many of us can stand in that place where we 
ean put our hands on principalities and powers, and 
make a great and stirring demonstration against the 
kingdom of Anti-Christ; but there is not one of us, who 
by walking humbly before God, may not make an im- 
pression on some hearts that shall be eternal—to their 
salvation, and to the praise of divine grace. Oh, we want 
so much of the Spirit of the Saviour, of the mind that 
was in Christ, that we shall be ready to stand anywhere, 
to be anything, to say, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” Then if we meet one poor, little neglected child, 
the most uninteresting of all those who wander in our 
streets dirty, furlorn and forsaken, we will have it in 
onr hearts to take him up jn our arms and bear him to 
that blessed Savionr, who said, “ Suffer little children to 
come unto me.” Brethren, the reward on the last day is 
to be, noi to those who have done great, magnificent, 
startling things; but to those who have been faithful; 
to those who like the man who was ccmmended by onr 








giving them wholly to Christ, and not ceasing our efforts | the time of the afternoon service? 
till we have the assurance that their names are recorded | 


We have one hour, immediately after the morning 
service, from twelve to one o'clock. ne afternoon 
service begins at 2 o'clock. Sunday is the hardest day 
we have. I have to attend closely to my business during 
the week, and have to take my hours away from busi- 
ness to find where my soul stands. I can’t do it on Sun- 
day. Itis not right. The question has often been pro- 
posed, How shall we get our ministers to engage in the 
Sunday-school work? Give them a proper time for the 
work, and they will come. We want the fathers and 
mothers, and adults of our congregations at work. But 
as the time is now arranged, they say, “O, 1 am tired; 
I want to get home to rest at noon and get my dinner; 
you young folks can do it much better than we,” and so 
they leave it for the young folks to do the work. It is 
not right. 

Inquiry has been made, how we shall interest the 
children. We must have time, We want it to sing these 
songs, to talk to them, and tell them these good Bible 
stories. The superintendent wants time to review the 
lessons, and impress them on the mind. How shall we 
get it? Now I propose that we bring the subject to 
some practical issue. Some of our church members do 
not come to these conventions; they do not read the 
Sunday-school papers and reports. Now for their benefit, 
and that they may know what we desire in regard to 
time, I propose that in each school we get a number 
of copies of the Sunday-School Times, that issnes these 
reports of conventions, and supply every pew-holder in 
the church, as well as every Sunday-school teacher, 
with the paper. I believe it will enlighten the people, 
and bring them around to this Sunday-school idea. And 
it will not be long before we shall have what we want. 

The Rev. L. D. GOWEN, of South Norwalk: I am 
pastor and superintendent. I simply ask whether a 
rule can be made applicable to all Sabbath-schools. I 
think not. We have our morning service as churches 
usually do, at half-past ten o’clock. The school com- 
mences precisely at twelve, and closes at one o'clock. The 
afternoon service commences at two. The speaker 
doubted whether either parents or children could attend 
in as great numbers after going home, as if they remain- 
| ed after the morning service. 

The Rev. Mr. THOMPSON, of Bridgeport :—Who fixes 
Is it the minister? 
| Does he say, the church will meet at two o'clock? Or is 
| it somebody behind the minister? Now it is the people, 
| the congregation. We want to get the “ Sunday-school 
| idea” not into the heart of the minister, but into the 
| hearts of the people. I do not admit that the Snnday- 
school is only the right hand aid and helper in preaching 
the gospel, for some. I am constrained to say, who stand in 
the pulpit do not preach the gospel, while others do preach 
it on whose head no hand has ever been laid for ordination. 
Any man, every man, woman or child who preaches the 
gospel of Christ, anywhere and everywhere, comes under 
the great rule that it is by the preaching of the gospel 
God ordains that those who believe shall be saved. The 
Sunday-school is nothing else but the church of Christ ad- 
dressing itself to the children. This, I think, is the true 
view, and we must get this ideainto the hearts of the 
people. This is that idea on which we plant ourselves 
to-day—the Sunday-school idea. Let the people under- 
| stand it. And one thing more: When we get this, we 
| must put the nut on the other side of the screw and keep 
it there. One of my deacons has charge of a class of men 
and women who have children at home, The day they 
vote that we shail go back to a quarter after two, and 
sacrifice the Sunday-school, we shall “catch larks,” for 
the “skies will fall.” 

Mr. B. 8S. PARDEE, of Hamden:—I attend a school 3 
miles from home, which begins at 9 o’clock and lasts an 
hour. This gives me just time to get to church at 101% 
o'clock. The echool consists mainly of adults, and we 
have just time to get interested when we must close. 
Till recently I have also been a member of the First 
Methodist school in New Haven. TI attended both schools, 
but found I could not do so much. The wear was too 
great on my strength. There we have the same difficulty. 
School begins at 2 and closes at 3, and there are some 600 
pupils to be instructed. We drive business just as fast 
as we possibly can, and every one works with all his 
might, but we only accomplish half we intend. 

The church members say, when we beg for time for 
the school, “0, it isa first rate institution; we admire 
it; but we think you are asking too much. We give you 
our money to help you alon and you ought not to ask 
so much of us.” So the minister preaches two and some- 
times three times a day, and as the result we get con- 
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pletely fagged’out, without feeling that we have accom- 


lished anything. 

Pgome 9 yeare ago I was connected with a school at 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. For 3 years I was in it. There 
the afternoon was devoted to the school, and the preach- 
ing services were held morning and even'ng. We occu- 
ied two hours of the afternoon, and we had nearly three- 
arths of our church members in the school, and nearly 
all the children in the sh. When I left, the school 
was increasing more and more in interest. — 

The Rev. W. 8. SMITH, of Guilford :—We must have 
time. How shall we get it? Once the call was for more 
reading than could be had; and the Bible was the [oom 
stand by. Now onr press is teeming with all sorts of lite- 
rature, and the Sabbath-school is the hallowed place 
where the word of God is preserved, and from which its 
truths are scattered through the minds and hearts of the 

‘oung. It is the great reserve of the Lord’s army. Tom 
at predicted, 50 years ago, that at this time there 
would not be a Bible in America, but God has shown that 
when infidelity has done its worst, then he has a reserve. 
That reserve is the Sabbath-school. At the first it was 
gathering in its little squadrons of infantry, from all the 
country around—the valleys and the hill-tops; it has 
since | Ban increasing; the infantry has been forming 
into more solid columns; and now, if we had all the time 
we needed, we would marshal in our Sabbath-schools a 
mighty, an invincible host for God and religion. When 
our brethren talk about the work in large cities, I think 
that the very discipline these children go through there 
makes them stronger when they are once brought into 
the school and into the church of Christ. They become 
God’s Zouaves. Their influence tells. 

That our Sunday-schools may accomplish the great 
work God has appointed to them, they must have all the 
facilities they need; and among them all, more time is 
the chief want. We are to get it by showing our people 
that we must have it—that it is the demand of the times, 
Then the time will come when the Sunday-school shall 
have its proper place upon the field. 

The Rev. W. FOOL NS, of Bridgeport, thought that 
the reason why we had not enough time was that, when 
the times for worship were established by our fathers, the 
Sunday-school was an unknown institution. 1t has al- 
ways been customary in “the land of steady habits” to 
have morning and afternoon church services, and in 
many places evening service. Also, in Connecticut things 
change not suddenly. So when the Sabbath-school was 
introduced, it must not alter the old arrangement; it 
must come in between the two services. It has been 
toiling and toiling ever since to make itself a way right 
against these settled habits, and it is hard work? 

Why, in the city of New York, Mr. Pardee tells us, 
they can easily have three hours each Sabbath for the 
Sunday-school. I am a Knickerbocker myself, although 
I have lived some time in Connecticut. e took up the 
subject in our school in this city, and after talking with 
the deacons and people, succeeded in getting more time 
for our school; and although it made a little disturbance 
in the church bells of the city, we like the plan so much 
that I don’t think we shall ever go back. We commence 
the afternoon service at 214 o’clock, and give the school 
an hour and a half. 

Mr. BROOKS, of Bri .—I promised my fellow 
superintendents that this convention should hear from 
our schools in this city; and I thought my report would 
come in better under the question that is now before us. 
I speak as superintendent of the Sunday-school of the 
church in which we are now assembled. Last Spring we 
met at one o'clock, and held our session one hour. ere 
are not a few here before me, who know the difficulties 
and the trials that attend the effort to hold the Sunday- 
school at that hour—the hurrying and confusion that often 
follows. But we tried the experiment of changing the 
hour. At first we took 9 o’clock, and tried that for a few 
weeks, but it did not seem to do well. Then, as the after- 
noon church service was changed to 4 o’olock, we thought 
we would fix the Sabbath-school at 244, and thus allow 
ourselves an hour and a half. But in the hot days, after 
trying it for seven or eight weeks—having the church 
service right after—it seemed to be very tiresome, 80 we 
abandoned it. It however succeeded better than the other. 
But now we have gone back to the old plan—one o’clock 
—hating an bour only for our school. With all these 
changes, our school has fallen off somewhat. It is not 
well to make too many experiments, but we are trying 
to do the beet we can. We live in hopes of better days. 

You hear the sound of the hammer near by. It isa 
pleasant sound to us. We are building a chapel, where 
in a few weeks we expect to have our Sunday-school ga- 
thered in a large, capacious room, where we can sing and 
talk with each other in comfort. Just think of talking 
to the children, scattered all over this church and in the 
galleries! Why it has been almost impossible to interest 
them in the Sabbath-school, in this large place. And yet 
our school has been carried on and kept up with interest, 
notwithstanding these difficulties. We look for better 
things—for a new interest—when we get to our new 
quarters. 

The Rev. G. W. WOODRUFY., of New Haven.—An organ 
grinder once, accompanied with a couple of girls, was 
singing and playing the tune, 

“There's a good time coming,” 
when a practical man, a common sense man, stepped up 
to him and said, “Just fix the time, will you? Fr the 
time!” Now we had this thing talked over a year ago at 
New Haven, and we have not heard anything of it since. 

{A DELEGATE.—You are “ old fogies” there. | 
I know it, but you must bear with us. We had the great 
convention there, with all its force and power, but still 
the old bells rang out the usual hour. Now I want to say 
this, if we t to do anything, we must not make fine 
speeches and then go home to think nothing more of the 
matter. We must each feel that if anything is to be done, 
Tmust doit. We must make it a personal work. Each 
man must take the matter into his own hands, and fight 
for himself—even if he should cause a disturbance among 
the twenty bells of New Haven, and annoy his neighbor! 

The Rev. 8. HINE, of Groton, was in favor of having the 
afternoon service give place to the Sunday-school; al- 
though from the custom, loug established in his place, he 
was satisfied that the practical working would be such, 
that those who came in the morning would go hoine after 
the service, and not come back in the afternoon! That if 
he would have his school retain those out of the village 
and those in, it must be held immediately after the morn- 
ing service. One thing he knew was wanted—more time. 
The sooner the custom is changed, the better. for people 
will then fall in to it; and if the churches would combine 
in a place to give the afternoon to the Sabbath-school, it 
would benefit both the school and the church. 

The Rev. KR. M. HATFIELD, of Stam/ford.—There are two 
or three things that must be taken for granted in this dis- 
cussion. First, there must not be any antagonism between 
the pastors of churches and the Sunday-schools. Not all 
the power of this convention would avail anything, or 
make good the damages, if there should be any such co: 
tention between these two divisions of the aruny. Second- 
ly, you cannot have prosperous, live churches, with less 
than two sermons on the Sabbath. You may have them 
before daylight, or after sunset, I care not when, but you 
must have them. We preachers need as much to keep 
our armor bright, and ourselves in working order. I be 
lieve the forenoon and evening are the best time for these 
church services. 

Now we are having our Sunday-school at Stamford, 
from 9 till 1014 in the morning. As the days growshorter 
a change will probably be made ia the hour of commenc- 
ing, to 12 o’clock, immediately after the morning service, 
giving an hour and a half. I think the whole of the after- 
noon should be left for the Sabbath-school to choose its 
hours: but as a brother remarked, it is useless to under- 
take to make a system that shall apply to all our churches 
in the State. What, under the circumstances of one 
church, would be an excellent rule, would be absurd 
in another. We must make each the best arrange 
ment we can. But the Sabbath-school needs more 
time. There is no doubt that our active church mem- 
bers are overworked on the Sabbath. God meant it 
to he a day of rest, of Spiritual refreshment. And as it is 
now generally employed, we ignore I think the Christian 
idea of the Sabbath. We need rest to a certain extent, 
physically, and it ought to be so used by us that children 
as well as others shall hail the coming of the day with joy, 
and feel that at its close they have been invigorated phy- 
sically, even, and sweetly refreshed by the dews of the 
Spirit, which have penetrated their hearts. 

We sbould all go back to our work impressed with the 
desirableness, and almost necessity of giving an hour and 
a half or two hours to the Sabbath-school; and after con- 
sultation with our people, do the best we can to give it 
such a time as will least interfere with the usual means 
of grace, and come least in contact with the old fashioned 
notions of the people. 

Rev. F. WILLIAMS, of Chaplin, thought there ought 
to be a division made on this point, between the country 
and city and village churches; circumstances ought to 
decide. Tle thought some of the brethren were asking 
too much time for the Sabbath-school. He questioned 
whether the length of the church services was not sufficient 
also for the Sabbath-school, for he feared the cflects of 
tiring the children, 

I don’t believe there can be any lack of harmony be- 
tween the minister and the Sunday-school. We are not 
as the man in the anecdote I will relate. He started for 
New York, on this Sound, in a sloop. A storm came up, 
and the vessel it was thought would sink? The minister 
was asked to pump. “No!” he replied, “IH not pump! 
I've paid my passage, and Vil have it! I won't pump!” 
After going a little further, the captain finding they were 
getting no better, and fearing they would all go to the 
bottom, came to the minister, whose character he had 
learned, and asked if he would pray for them. “No! Dll 
neither pump por pray! I've paid my fare, and do not 
intend to work for it!” Now our ministers are not so 
with regard to the Sabbath-school. We are willing to 
pump and pray, and work for the school and its interests 
whenever we are permitted. 

That was not an evangelical minister; he did'nt hold to 
faith nor works either! 

In regard to “time,” I think the cities and villages 
ought to have the afternoon for the Sabbath-school, but 
not in the country, 

Mr. D. H. ALLEN, of Terryrille, represented a coun- 
try Sabbath-school. They had had their seasion immediate- 
ly after the morning service ; but finding it tiresome to the 
children, they had an intermission of three quarters of 
an hour, and begun the school at quarter to one o'clock. 
The plan worked well. After the school session, a short 
intermission was given to prepare for the afternoon service, 
when their pastor preached on the Sunday-school lesson. 
A great part of the congregation are members of the 
Sunday-school, and in their small country charch they 
have an average attendance of over 150. The pastor is the 
superintendent of the school. “We want to get the old 
people to look upon the Sunday-school service, as their 
own service, and we shall have no difficulty in bringing 
about a change we much desire, namely, to have the 
po anes take the place of the afternoon church 
service,” 

Mr. R.G. PARDEE, of New Fork.—This discussion in 
regard to time reminds me of a very old lady, who was 
vnce visited by a number of very active philanthropists, 
who seemed to think a want of time was the great obsta- 
cle in the way of some of their plans for doing good. She 
finally got tired of their discussion, and looking over her 
knitting work said, “J have no difliculty in regard to 
time, Don’t we have all there is?” 

; Now the question before us, How can we secure more 
time for the Sabbath-school? can be answered in two 
Wwords— Tuke it. This is all. It is a mistake to plead a 
want of time. I suspect it is want of heart. 

We cannot establish a rule to suit all cases, as to the 
hour of holding our Sabbath-school sessions. Some 
churches, as in New Jersey, may, if they desira, have the 
school begin at 914, and the church service at 11 o’clock. 
The minister and churches and Sabbath-schools are their 
own sovereigns, and can decide this question as they 
please. There is no kind of danger, and no sort of necessity 
that there shouid be the least controversy between the 
Sunday-schooi and the minister. They are harmonious; 
and the more they work together, the better will it be for 
both. The minister is interested in the Sunday-school, 
and more and more as he is consulted and engages in the 
work, Brethren, just 80 s00n as we get our hearts in the 
work, we can arrange the services of the charch and 
Sabbath-school so as to got all the time we want. 

The Rev. F. A. SPENCER, of New Hartford, desired 
each one to consider whether he had ever thought how 
much time it was wise to give to a single session of the 
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with all due deference to my 
think the demand for so much more time is really un- 
reasonable, One hour and a half I should regard as lon 
enough for a session of the Sabbath-school. Children are 
like lamba, not only in their invocency, but in their acti- 
vity, as they - along the mountain-side, and among the 
craggy rocks. Confinement is contrary to their nature, 
We should keep this thing particularly in view. and adapt 
our exercises accordingly. I think also brief exercises 
are vastly better both for superintendents and teachers. 

Mr. JOHN G. NORTH, of New Haven.—It seems to me 
the question is rather not how long a time, but what time 
shall we give to the Sunday school? Whether all the 
preaching shall be done by the minister, or in part by 
the superintendent and teachers in the class? Now T 
think the pastors must come into the school. and let that 
take the place of the afternoon sermon. I ace before me 
a superintendent, whose school has doubled the past 
year, because the Sunday-school was held at two o'clock, 
and the pastor was accustomed to make a short address 
of fifteen minutes. They are bringing scores to the 
church, and are confident that the fw remarks of the 
pastor in the school has more effect for good than two 
sermons, one right after the other. 

Rev. E. M. CROSSMAN, of Georgetown.—For a few 
years past there has been quite a discussion in our rural 
districts as to the best methods of raising the largest 
quantities of corn, potatoes, wheat, oats, rye, &c., and I 
believe the conclusion arrived at is, not that more ground 
shall be ploughed than before, but rather that it should 
be ploughed deeper, and fertilized more thoroughly. This 
may be applied to the Sunday-school. It is very neces- 
sary that the hearts of our church members should be 
thoroughly imbued with the Sunday-school spirit—that 
they should enter the Sunday-school. and become interest- 
ed init. Interest is what we want, and if we have that, one 
hour, yes, even a half hour will be better than an hour and 
a half spent in a drowsy, listless manner. We need life ip 
our Sunday-schools. Some say we need a living ministry, 
to have a “live man” for a pastor, So I think, we need a 
live Sunday-school, and live teachers, and then we shall 
do good, 

The Rev. R. G. WILLIAMS, of Birmingham.—I can 
count four country parishes where the experiment 
of giving up the afternoon to the Sabbath-school has 
been tried, and they all say they would not go back to 
the former plan. They think that in this way they bet- 
ter fulfil the command of our great Master, who said, 
“Go preach my gospel.” To whom was this command 
given? Not to them alone who received the Holy Ghost 
—on whom the hand was laid—but to his disciples, his 
people. They went everywhere preaching the word. The 
Sabbath-school reaches a class that the pulpit does not. 
The object of preaching is the salvation of the soul. The 
pastor cannot reach the child always with his presenta- 
tion of the truth, for it is clothed in language intended 
ouly for the adults of his congregation. But the teacher 
does reach the child. en what is your duty with re- 
spect to the teacher? He certainly must be allowed the 
necessary time to impart his instructions. The church 
is certainly bound to use a means which has done so 
much good, and which 60 years ago was not in her hand. 
Now, it seems to me the great question to be asked in 
making a change of time is, Will more good be accom - 
plished than by the present mode? If so, as Christian 
men, members of the church of Christ, we are bound to 
yield to the better plan. 

I think the better mode would be to take the afternuvon 
for the Sabbath-school instead of the church service 

The convention now proceeded to the discussion of 


The Second Topic. 


“Is the discontinuance of the Sabbath-school during a 
portion of the year, as practiced by some parishes, neces 
sary? How shall it be avoided ?” 

The Rev. W. H. MOORE, of Newtown, thought the 
Sunday-school could be sustained in every place through- 
out the State in winter as well as in summer, if the peo- 
ple only thought so. The child from nine to twelve years, 
can go to the district-school in the winter, and never look 
more cheerful aud happy than when plodding through 
the snow; and surely if he can go +ix days of the week 
to the district-school, te can go on the seventh to the 
Sabbath-school. The difficulty is not with the children 
Adults have not got awake on the subject. 

Where I am the congregation is a small one, not avera- 
ging more than 100 in attendance, and the people come 
two, and three, and four miles through the snow banks 
They had not done so till three years ago. The school was 
always discontinued during the winter; but we began one 
May as uswal, and went right on through the winter, and 
when the weather got colder. and the numbers fell off, 
we reduced the number of classes, Thus we continued 
through the first and second winters, and we po more 
bmn of abandoning the school in the winter than in 

uly 

It is certainly a great mistake to suppose that the win- 
ter should be lost in Sunday-school inatruction—and that 
part of the time, too, which is regarded as the best for 
progress in secular studies. Let superintendents and 
teachers go home resolved that at least their school shall 
be carried on through the winter, and the results will 
make themselves visible. 

The CHAIR: 

1 would suggest whether there are not considerations 
connected with the want of proper accommodations that 
make suspension necessary during a portion of the year. 

Deacon CARTER, of Ansonia, remarked that they had 
been in the habit of preaching « funeral sermon over their 
school every year, at about Thanksgiving day—but they 
were determined to die no more. but continue through 
the winter. Some come four miles on foot, and their zeal 
ought to be rewarded by making the Sunday-school live, 
and attractive to them. 

Mr. D. HAWLEY, city missionary of Hartford, said: 
A good spring of water never freezes up in the winter ; 
and so I think it is with a good Sabbath-school. A frozen 
Sabbath school! Why, I would go a good ways to see 
one. Is it possible, that in this day of Sabbath-schools, 
when we pretend to feel that our hearts are big with the 
Sunday-school feeling. that a Sabbath-school can freeze 
up in the winter? I find in some places that the Sab- 
bath-school melts away in the summer, too! Oh, this is 
not the way to do the work. now of some six schools 
in Hartford, that if you were to attempt to freeze them 
up in winter, it would be like the damming up of many 
waters—you could not do it. The children would come 
to the Sunday-school, and sit there for an hour and a half, 
and two hours, and cry because they had to go away 
That is the way to have the Sunday-school. We want 
our breakfast and our dinner in winter—and our district- 
schools are opened in the winter—and ¢o of course our 
Sunday-schools must be. If the Suuday school is worth 
anything, it is worth everything, and it wants time 
enough, and the right time; and if the training of the 
young mind is important. give us the beat time to do it 
in. The Sunday-school is the hope of the church and 
therefore the hope of the world; and as it is the nursery 
of the church, it must be atttended to and cared for by 
the church. 

Mr. NELSON KINGSBURY, of Hartford: 1 think 
there are Sunday-schools in thia State that want to be 
encouraged by the resolutions which shall go forth from 
this convention, to continue their schools during the 
year. I don’t think these Sunday-schools are discon- 
tinued for want of accommodations—bat from the simple 
feeling in the rural towns, * We can’t sustain our schoot 
through the winter; the children will not come.’ 
is the principal cause why they are thus suspen 
have in our county 18 country schools, representing some 
1,400 scholars, that are thus discontinued for the winter 
season. One school that I had visited a year ago, had 
always suspended their sessions fur the winter. 
versed with the superintendent, and asked him, “ 
do you discontinue this school during the winter?’ 
~ Why, we live here in thia town, scattered about, and 
come four or five miles to the house of God on the Sab- 
bath, and we have always felt that we could not sust 
it during the winter; and along about Thankagi 
time we close our Sabbath-school. On the Ist of May 
commence again.” Said I, * Don’t you always find it dif- 
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ficult to commence after such a long vacation?” 

© Then,” said 1, * will you just try the ¢xperi- 
We tried it ina town where the people came a 
the most 
and it 


ways.” 
ment ? 
greater distance than yon have to come, wit 
perfect success.” I saw that school not long since 
has not only increased in numbers, but in inte 
fold. Said I, “* Why this increase in numbers 
est?” “Oh, we tried the experiment ; and now we are de- 
termined from this time forward to hold onr school dur- 
ing every single Sabbath in the year.” 

And now I believe that with a little encouragement 
emanating from this convention in the way of resolu- 
tions, &c., urging schools only to try the experiment of 
maintaining these schools, with their 1,400 scholars, dar- 
ing the winter, and not shutting them out, we shall ac- 
complish something practical, something useful, some- 
thing tangible for good to the children, to the church, and 
to the world. 

Mr. ROWLAND SWIFT, of Hartford :—It seems to me 
that this question need not be entertained for a moment 
in our minds if we are ready to do what wecan for Christ. 
When the farmers in our rural districts can stand by and 
see their thirsty flocks calling for drink. and yet fence up 
the way to the warm, bubbling springs that come up from 
under the rocks—when they fvel that these flocks may 
wait till the coming of spring again before they shall be 
watered—only then does it seem as if we might feel that 
the Sabbath-school might be laid by for the winter! 

In the city of Hartford, a few days ago, as we were 
singing our closing hymn, an infant sob was heard com- 
ing from the further part of the house. As the lambs 
one by one were going out, I put my hand on the head of 
the little girl and said, * What's the matter, my dear?” 
I found she had been in the Sanday-gohool in the morn- 
ing, and the father and mother had led her to hear the 
sermon in the forenoon; at noon she had been in another 
sehool, and in the afternoon at 3 o'clock she had been in 
heavenly places with us, and she had mingled, with as 
sweet a voice as any, in our little sungs; and now trem- 
bling as she was with fatigue, she cried in my ear, “J 
don’t want to go home !” 

Now then I say in this matter, let the children answer 
for themselves; only let the way be opened for them, and 
while we are asking how much time we may give them, 
for the sake of our Master let us never inquire how much 
wemay cutoff! Let our children answer for us. 

The Rey. F. A. SPENCER, of New Hartford, suggested 
and urged that the Business Committee prepare a brief 
address, in affectionate terms—and terms adapted to in- 
spire confidence and encouragement, to be sent out offi- 
cially, by the officers of the Convention, to each of the 
Sunday-schools in the State, with a view to arouse them 
to new enterprise, and greater zeal and perseverance in 
their great and noble work. 

Mr. N. KINGSBURY remarked on behalf of the Busi- 
ness Committee, that they would briug in resolutions to 
cover the ground of the suggestions and discussions of 
the day. 

The children’s hymn, beginning, 

“To do to others as I would 
That they should do to me,” 


was then sung, and the congregation dismissed with the 
benediction by the Rev. F. WILLIAMS, of Chaplin. 









FOURTH SESSION. 


Thursday Afternoon. 
‘ON VENTION assembled at 2 o'clock, President in the 
/ Chair. Opened with singing part of the hymn, 
“ Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love.” 


Prayer was then offered by the Rev. Mr. LOUNSBERRY 
of Hamden. After which the Chairman announced, a4 











the first order of business, the discussion of 
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The Third Topic. 


“The very general absence of adults from the Sabbath- 
school leads the children to undervalue the study of the 


Bible. What is the duty of adult Christians in view of } 


this fact? How may they be interested?” 
The CHAIR :—This ic assumes asa fact the very 
general absence of adults our Sabbath-schools. How 


far this is a fact, of course, 1 am not informed; it is a | 


matter on which weshould seek for information. T hope | 
the speakers will be definite, stating the proportion of 
adults to the children, &c, I would suggest here that 


definite information is as much wanted as anything else. 
Let us have facts as well as opinions. Opin-ons are va- 
luable only se far as they are made up on & close obser- 
vation of facts. 


Mr. G. B. WILOOX, of New London: I wish to say a | 


word in regard to the second Congregational church of 
New London. Although the number of our children has 
very much increased within the past twelve months, and 
is now something upward of 3v0, of this number we 
have but 30, in 3 claases, of adults, young men and young 
ladies, This is as definite information as I can give on 
that point. F 

One of the most natural ways, were it practicable, for 
interesting the young men in our school and bringing 
them in, would be, I think, to have the pastor to take 
charge of the class that should be formed. Another way 
is to lay before our aged members their solemn duty be- 
fore God to become members of the Sabbath-school. I 
remember that in one church in Massachusetts a class 
was formed of nearly a dozen aged brethren, gray-haired, 
none of them under 50 years and several above 60, taught 
by the deacon, who was probably the senior of them all. 
These men were as regular in their attendance as any 
members of the school, and they constantly served the 
pastor as a standard ofappeal when the young men were 
affected with that mischievoes hallucination which some- 
times possesses them that they are “too old” to go into 
the Sabbath-school. That evil will be measurably obvi- 
ited when they go into a school and see those all around 
them of their own age. They will not then feel that they 
have outgrown the Sabbath-school. When our Christian 
brethren and sisters enter themselves into our schools as 
teachers or as scholars, and become regular and faithful 
attendants, and thus set the example, may they expect 
their sons and daughters to follow in their footsteps. On 
our members of churches we must mainly depend for 
increasing the attractiveness of our schools—for npon them 
we can bring to bear the responsibility of the salvation 
of the souls around them. 

Mr. A. G. HAMMOND, of Hartford.—In our school, we 
have but two or three classes of what we call adulte— 
young men; and some aged teachers. We have one ot 
the oldest teachers in the State—Chief Justice Williams, 
who is eighty odd years old, and who is always present 
when well. In the North church in our city, I think 
there are more than one hundred adults in the Sunday 
school, the result of giving up the afternoon church: ser- 
vices to the Sunday-school. 

The Rev. M. SMITH, of Plainville—More than one 
half of the scholars in our school at Plainville, are 
adults. As for leaving the school, we don’t allow any 
the chance. We begin with the little children, then 
come to those who are older, then to the fathers and 
mothers, and even to the grandfathers and grand- 
mothers; and we give them no place to graduate, till 
they gradnate to go Above. In doing this work, we 
adopted the same plan with our brethren in Farmington. 
The town was districted, and our emmissaries instructed 
to go into all the houses and bring in young and old— 
we had work for them all. We have sometimes had 
more teachers than we could supply with classes. 

There is one teacher who will not even be deprived 
of the pleasure of meeting her class, although she has a 
sick mother at home, and cannot be present at the preach- 
ing of the gospel! She will come to her class from her 
knees; and I may mention, that when she first took its 
care, there was but one professor of religion in it, but 
every one at the close of the year, loved the Saviour. 
Ah, here's the secret. Prayer. If you meet your 
classes. ny dear fellow teachers, as those in the mission- 
schools tell us they meet theirs, how can we get these 
young men to stay away? I know something of this by 
experience. In a Sunday-school in New Haven, there 
was a class of six boys, old boys too, that had been 
turned out again and again, and told they must not 
come. But they would hang around the school and make 
a disturbance till we let them in. We prayed over them. 
They were apportioned to a teacher. They were turned 
ont again. We prayed over them again: and three 
times did we have a united prayer-meeting of all the 
teachers, over these six unruly boys. They were then 
apportioned to me. LT s«pent that evening in prayer that 
fiod would fit me on the morrow to meet those boys. 
God.did fit me for the work; and though they rose be- 
fore me with oaths of profanity that rung all through 
the school-room, yet in five minutes God subdued their 
hearts—and Sabbath after Sabbath they met me there 
earnest inquirers after Jesus Christ. That was in 
a mission-school, It was in answer to a teacher's 
prayers. Dear friends, the one great thing we want for 
keeping our boys in the school as they are growing up is, 
that we boptize our efforts with our prayers and our tears, 

Mr. Bb. B. PRESTON, of Rechkrille—Of all the topics 
presented to us, none is more important than the one 
now before us. We may have our pleasant school-rooma, 
ind all the appliances we can get together, but if we 
fiilto get in the young men, or fail to Keep those in who 
ire just reaching that age, when they put on the appear- 
ance, and desire to be » lose an opportunity of 

ing one of the atest works the Sunday-school 
was designed to do. Now T represent a school, which 
happily has never made the complaint so often 
uttered here. We have our young men in the school, 
snd they are there because they love it, and we 
have them too, for a reason, which I think will be 
the only remedy which can be suggested by the coh- 
vention, forthe evil brought to our pr »—bhecause the 
fathers are there, and the sons are walking in their foot- 
steps, Of a school of some four hundred, ome hundred 
and seventy-five are adults, comprising twelve adult 
classea, One class has persons ranging from forty to 
tifty-five yoars of age, with a teacher of three score 
years andten. Such is bis earnestness in the work, that 
although a man of seventy years, at our last anniversary, 
he had to report himself as present every Sabbath during 
the year. Asareward for such faithfulness, his class 
are striving to emulate his example, and aiming to be 
fully as punetual. With such examples before us, we 
know no manner of difficulty in the retaining of our 
young men. We must get our fathers and our mothers 
to realize the great weight of influence they may yield 
by their example, either for or against the eternal wel- 
ture of their children, and then we may hope to see the 
young man and the young woman, faithfully attending 
mur Sabbath-schools. 

The Rev. N. HL. MOORE, of Newtowen.—I am pastor of a 
feeble church and congregation, very much scattered, 
When I went there, three years ago, the Sunday-school 
numbered about a dozen. have been superintendent, 
and have had charge of the Bibleclass ever since. The 
adults compose about half the school, which enrolls 
about a hundred names. I took the adult class, because 
in the feebleness of my church, there is not a man that 
will, if Ido not. Then I find by going into the school 
myself, I hold a direct influence over some forty or forty- 
tive adults, which well rewards me for my labors. My 
influence in the congregation is very much increased by 
ny position in the school. In regard to how we shall 
get the adults into our schools, I would ray, that I work 
it them just as I would with children. I invite them 
tocome, If they do not the first time, Linvite them 
again: and I keep inviting them good-naturedly, and 
pressing the matter frequently on their consciences, till 
they are troubled, and sometimes come just to get rid of 
my importunity! 

The Rey. 8. B. GOODENOUGHL, of Rockvile, thought 
one way to secnre the attendance of adults was once for 
tll to get rid of the idea too prevalent, that the Sanday- 
school is a mere appendage to the public services, and at- 
tain the idea that it is a public servioe. Our young 
people and adultes are none of them above the idea of go- 
ing to the meeting. Why may they not have the same 
feeling in reference to the Sabbath-school and attend 
them as well? Now I hold that the Sabbath-school is a 
part of the regular public ministration of the gospel. 
Ilow shall we give this idea prevalence? The speaker 
suggested to this end that the third singing of the church 
service be the opening soug for the Sunday-school, and 
that the benediction be postponed to the close of the 
1001, as it savors too much of an invitation to go— 
You may now depart—you are welcome to go.” 

Let us all work for the Master, iooking to the reward 
of the faithful. I shall never forget the words of the 
good ininister of the gospel, who, when I was a boy in 
the Sunday-school, and had just become a child ot God, 
laid his hand on my head and gave me as his only words 
of advice, * Keep your eye on the throne.” It has been 
my motto ever since. May we all “keep our eye on the 
throne,” that we may have seats there, and bring many 
with us to sit down on the right hand of God! 

The Rev. GEORGE HL. OVLATT, of Somers, remarked: 
Our school numbers something over 300 members, and of 
this number more than one-half are adults. and of them 
1 should judge about balf are over 5 to 40 years of age 
We have a class of mea in the prime of life, their ages 
ranging from 30 to 50, and there are some 10 or 15 in the 
class. Then there are several classes of females, and two 
classes of old ladies. To bring these adults into the school 
the speaker thought with another delegate, that very 
nearly the same means were to be employed as with chil- 
dren. His plan was to appeal to their social feelings. 
For instance, on one occasion he invited all the members 
connected with his congregation to visit him and take 
tea with their pastor, and 73 persons, many of them 60 
years old and upwards were present. They had a plea- 
sunt social interview, a short address and prayer, and the 
singing of those good old tunes in useyears and years 
ago. As a result they came into the Sabbath-school. The 
same plan was adopted with great success with the 
younger portion of the congregation. I desire to make 
all my people feel unreserved—that they are at home 
with their pastor at the parsonage. Let us cultivate 
sociability, pleasant familiarity, and make all feel that 
with their pastor, superintendent and teacher they may 
be at home.” 














































The Rev, 8. ROGERS, of Wolcott: We have thought | 


a good bit about the way to get in our young men, 
and as I sat here a few moments ago, I was remind- 
ed of an incident in my experience at New Haven. 
They had there a very efficient “committee man” 
who used to take a great amount of pains to raise 
the ministers’ salaries. One day I asked him how he suc- 
ceeded so well. ‘1 will tell you,” said be, “I go to a 
man and ask him * Will you give something this year to 
support the preaching here?’ + No, I won’t give a farthing!’ 
I let him go for that time. When I meet him again, 
I say. * Will you give something this year to support the 
preaching here?’ ‘No, I tell you!” The next time I 
meet him I say, ‘Will you give something this year to 
support the preaching?’ ‘Well, it’s pretty clear you 
have asked me that question twice before, and 1 have an- 
swered you. How many more times are you going tu ask 
me?’ *Well, I forget every time that I have asked you, 
and I’m going to forget till you give!’ ‘ Well, I will give 
you something.” In that way this good man wrested 
the dollars from the people; and I have been thinking 
whether it wonld not be a capital way to take the plan of 
that committee man into our Sunday school efforts! 
have done it myself, and would recommend others to adopt 
the principle, 

Mr. NELSON KINGSBURY, of Hartford, county se- 
cretary. Our Chairman wanted fucts. Theretarn of our 
county this year shows quite a number in our schools 
over 18 years of age; and in some places more than half 
the entire schools are adults. You remember I read here 
yesterday what I call a “ model report” from a school. 
Though this school is a small one in a small place, and 
among small people; vet there isa much larger number 
of adults than children. I visited it on a weck day not 





| 
| 
| 


long since at a festival gathering. After refreshments in | 


the krove a young man came forward to present his teacher 
with a copy of the Bible. He did it in a most admirabl 

address; and it was replied to in a handsome manner. 
From that address and the reply I learned che secret of 
the love of that class of young men for the school. They 
were drawn by the warm-hearted attractiveness of that 
teacher; and you could no more keep them away from 
that class than you could shut out the light of the sun 
on a clear lay. In some of our schools there i# no trouble 


| 4 ao not much fear them. 


whatever in bringing in our young men and young wo- 
men, because the adulta so generally. 

Deacon GEORGE SMITH, of New Haven—1 will 
give the practical results as they have occurred in 
my school. At the first of last year we went to work 


and succeeded in getting in over 300 children. We then | 
thought we must do something for the older population. | 


1 invited some young men and old boys, # portion of 
them then members of the school, to my house on a Mon- 
day evening, for prayer. Three of them were professedly 
pious. I said to these lads, * Now, can’t you swell your 
numbers?” “We can,” they replied. The next night 
there were eight present—and last Monday night, 15. At 


first only 3 were youths of prayer, and now the whole 15 | 
have became praying youths, ee on to what God has | 


done for their souls. They have all come into the Sun- 


day-school—and they are saying “ We can bring others | 


in.’ This so encouraged me that I thought “Can we 
not get in a class of men 40, 50 and 60 years of age. We 
tried this but it was not so successful; so I thought 
“Why there are enough Germans around here who don’t 
go anywhere, perhaps we can get them in.” I went to 
each of their houses; took them by the hand and said, 
“Come! don’t you want to get a perfect knowledge of 
the English language?” “Yes, we do.” “Well, then, 
come into the Sunday-school, and we'll furnish you a 
teacher who will instruct you out of the Bible.” Last 
Sabbath, which was the first, five of them came in, and 
the teacher took hold of them and went to work. | 
camo to me at the close of the school and said, “Well, 
this is the most interesting hour we have ever spent in 
our lives, We will bring in five more, the next Sabbath.” 
And I believe they will. This is the way. Take men 
by the hand, and say “Come into the Sabbath-school and 
study God’s word with us” in a familiar, friendly man- 
ner, so as to win their confidence, and you Will be asto- 
nished at the result. 

Mr. D. HAWLEY, City missionary of Hartford remarked: 
I don’t know that it really becomes me to speak on this 
topic, as Tam connected with no chureh-school. But it 
strikes me we labor under the same difficulty in the mis- 
sion enterprise. I think my experience has taught me 
that we should deal very much with the adults as with the 
children. And we must keep the children, by treating 
them kindly—by “putting the hand on the head,” even 
on old children’s heads, for that does good sometimes. 
The other day as T was going through the streets, I just 
tonched a little boy with my cane, and he came running 
up to me with the words, “ Let me kiss you”—I did let 
him, and he gave me as good aone as L ever had in my life. 
If you would gain the heart of children, you must give 
the heart to them and make them feel that you love them. 
And as to adult classes—why, if we get in the children, 
they will bring in the fathers and the mothers. The little 
boy goes home and tells his mother and his sister what a 
good Sunday-school he is in, what a good teacher he has, 
and I tell you he influences them often tocomein, A little 
boy said to me last Sunday,“ Why! there’s grandma! 
there’s grandma!” And sure enough it was grandma— 
“there, right there, she is! Do you see ber! That lady with 
specs on, sitting in the Bible class, is my grandma! Oh, 
he felt he had done the greatest work in the world; he 
had brought in his grandma to the Sanday-school. 

Mr. R. G. PARDEE, of New York, thought we should 
never get the adults in, by treating them 4s we treat or- 
dinary Sunday-school scholars. They never will bear 
being called “dear children.” We mast treat them as 
young men and young women. In the second place, it 
will not be by pressing their obligations upon them— 
that has been tried, I think, to perfection. Again, 
neither will it be by sending an invitation by a stranger, 
or one who bas never manifested any interest in them.— 
A atranger’s voice they know not. Again—we must 
respect these, young men and women, from the bottom of 
our hearta, really, and it must show itself in our actions 
towards them. No class are more sensitive to this mat- 
ter than young men and young women of the present 
day. They must be treated in the way that they know 
they have a right to expect. In the next place, if we ex- 
pect to see these coming in, we must adapt the Sunday- 
school to them. There is no use of asking them to come 
where they will be treated as little children, where no- 
body has a feeling for or with them. If, then, we would 
thus interest ourselves in them, they will be retained, 
and will be the means of bringing many others into 
share the same kindness. First, have for them, and man- 
ifest it, an unqualified respect ; and then feed them with 
what is suitable to their taste, and we mey gather them 
in and benefit them. 

The chairman announced that the time for the discus- 
sion of the third topic, was exhausted. The ground, he 
said, had been pretty well covered, except in one point, 
which he wished had been made more prominent. He 
thought there was a class of young men of good character 
and of decided talent, who were not reached as they 
ought to be by our Sunday-*chools. To meet such, he 
regarded it asthe duty of every minister, of teachers, 
and of the leading men of the churches, to take pains to 
qualify themselves for teaching this class of young men. 
They wanted stronger food than is usually afforded in the 
Sabbath school class, 


The Fourth Topic. 


Was now declared to be before the Convention, for their 
consideration and discussion. It is as follows: 

“ low shall we render the Sabbath-school more at- 
tractive to the young, and eepecially to the infant classes?” 

Deacon SMITH, of New Haven, had found that in one 
schvol, of which he formerly had charge, the exercises 
were becoming teo mechanical. He first abolished the 
use of the question books, and found that the children 
became ten-fold more interested. They committed to 
memory portions of the Bible, and recited upon them. 
Then they held a missionary meeting every month—and 
invited the friends and parents of the schelars to them. 
Vhey had interesting talking and singing?” Sometimes, 
tuo, they got up pic-nics. All these had contributed to 
the attractions of his school. Two little girls came to me 
the other day at the close of a session of the school, and 
said, “Deacon Smith, we wish we had Sunday-school 
ry day—we like to come so mueh.” That's the feeling 
we try to produce among our scholars. We must notice 
the scholars, and they will be attached to us. 

The Kev. GURDON W. NOYES, of New Haven, re- 
marked: A little black-eyed girl, in New Haven, on 
a Sabbath morning twoddled out on the floor, and 
said, as she took up a pair of new gaiters—the first 
she had ever worn—* These are for the Sunday-school, 
mother says so.” The idea I wish to present is, that 
parents must teach their children that the Sunday-school 
is a pleasant place. The mind naturally turns away from 
God, aud heaven, and truth ; and hence it is easier to get 
men into saloons and halls of revelry than into places 
where the Bible is taught. But if we make our schools 
attractive and pleasant, they will be induced on this ac- 
ceunt alone to come at first within the reach of Christian 
influence. The flowers will naturally tarn their petals to- 
ward the sun; and if you put them into & quiet room, 
and throw open a window, they will always turn their 
petals to the light. But it is not so with man. If we 
would get him to the light, the light of truth, we muet 
draw him to it, press him with motives taken from God's 
word, attract him, or the world will claim him as its vic- 
tim. We can see then the influence the parent has, who 
early trains the young mind, in drawing it towards the 
Sabbath-school, and causing it to be regarded as a plea- 
sant, a delightful place. 

Let no one suppose that this isan easy work. You may 
get up your machinery, your conventions. and resolutions, 
and all that sort of thing, but there’s no machinery that 
will work without effort. There must be the living spirit 
in the whole—in the little wheels as well as in the big 
wheels. No! It is an arduous task to lead a soul in the 
way to heaven. It is a steep and a rugged path from the 
first step. It is through much tribulation that we enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. We don’t want the idea to 
get hold of teachers that it is a very easy work, and all 
that is to be done is to start the machine. and it will go 
of itself. It is no such thing. We must weep, and toil, 
and pray day after day, year after year, leaving the rest 
with God. 

The speaker thought that the whole church should be 
interested in the school, and every legitimate and proper 
means should be tried, even thongh new, to make the 
Sabbath-echool a delight. 

The Rev. P.G. WIGHTMAN, of Branford.—It is said 
that a vain young man, who once preached in the pre- 
sence of Robert Hall, and was very anxious to secure his 
praise, asked him what he thought of his sermon. He 
told him he thought there was one very excellent passage 
in it. The young man as delighted, and wanted to 
know what passage he referred to. “ Why. sir, the pas- 
sage out of the pulpit!” So very many think this is the 
grand passage in the Sabbath-school—the passage out. It 
should not be se. 

Now, I believe that to make our Sunday-schools attrac 
tive God must be present there with us. We may have 
ell the appliances and externals we can conceive of, but 
after all, God must be with as, or our labor isin vain. It 
is said of one good man that the Lord was with him, and 
suffered none of his words to fall tothe ground, Now, if 
the presence of the * Master of assemblies” is in a Sab- 
bath-sehool, that school will be an attractive one. The 
cold-hearted Sunday-school teacher, dealing with these 
eternal traths, which were sealed with the Saviour’s pre- 
cious blood, may make formalista, or it may be moralists, 
bat he can never receive sonls for his hire. We must 
present the truths with warm hearts—so that our pupil 
may be drawn towards it from its very loveliness, and 
then we may hope our aims wili be accomplished—we 
shall have the presence of God in our school, and souls 
will be converted. 

The Rev. GEORGE WHITTAKER 





























sof Middletown.—My 


heart is full in view of the interest that seems to engage | 
us all in this convention in behalf of the great cause. I | 


have sat still as long as I could, and I feel I must rise to 
say a word. IT would gladly sit at the feet of these 
veterans in the cause, and drink in the golden dew-drops 
of thought and experience that drop from their lips, But 
I will say that I believe it absolutely necessary for the 
success and prosperity of our schools, that all engaged as 
officers and teachers should be really men. They must be 
men of their word—the best men, the wisest men, the 
trnest nen, the loftiest men the world can afford are the 
men for our work. This is, T think, the first requisite. 

The speaker then referred to the multiplicity of exer- 
cises—a variety of expedients as useful in creating and 
maintaining a deep interest in the schools. We must not 
have mere recitations—questions by the teachers, and 
answers by the scholars, but a variety in the teaching, 
illustrations, observations, &c., on the matters which may 
come up either in the lesson, or which shall be introduced 
by the scholar. He believed much in the efficiency of 
miscellaneous exercises ; that there might be no formality, 
and no lifeless routine from Sabbath to Sabbath in the 
manner of conducting the school. 

Mr. ROWLAND SWIFT, of Hartford, urged the ne- 
ceasity of teachers having the right spirit, for it would be 
manifested, and attract the scholars. Every Sunday- 
school should be full of the © friends of children.” Tremem- 
ber with a great deal of complacency, I confess, said the 
speaker, a little incident that happened a short time ago. 
Two little boys, “playing horse,” accosted me one morn- 
ing on the street with Good morning, Mr. Swift.” They 
reined up on the sidewalk, aud J recognized one little fel- 
low as being in the Sabbath-school the Sunday before, I 
referred to the fact. and spoke pleasantly to them both, 
inviting them to be present next Sunday. When I had 
finished, the boy cracked his tiny whip, and started off, 
but I heard him say as he went, “ He's a@ good fellow, 
Jim.” “ Yes, and Hawley, too '” replied the other, 

Now, I have heard a good deal of alarm expressed with 
regard to these “ outside appliances.” I don’t know, but 
believe the physician makes 
use of these as well as of * internal applications,” and I 
know that they sometimes put men “to the sweat.” 

I am reminded just now of one instance of the right 
spirit we noed in our Sunday-schovl teachers. One of my 
teachers for a whole session sat silent before her class 
while a friend taught for her. With love and happiness: 
those infant faces were up-turned to hers; but she could 
not say a word. IT asked her, “Why, what's the matter 
to-day?” 1 soon ‘overed the cause. She could not 
talk above a whisper from hoarseness, and yet she could 
not be absent from her class, but must show them how 
greatly she loved them. And they understood it, as 
with joy they watched her loving, tender looks, and felt 
how she c for them, 

Mr. Swift referred to the singing of the little child 
ren’s hy mns aa of incalculable value to the attractiveness 





of a Sabbath-echool, and related the followi. 
A little boy came into our Sunday-school one day, of leas 
than 4 years of age. He could not read, but stood 
= in delight as he heard the children join in sing- 
ng— 
“The S unday-school, the Sunday-school, 
O, ’tis the place I love !” 

| The next day, when his brothers and sisters had gone 
| to school, he went over to a neighbor's and brought in a 

little girl about his own age to teach her to sing. They 
| sat down on the door-etep and he began: “Now when! 
| sing you must sing too,” he said. 


“°E tunny ’chool, ’e tanny *chool, 
Otis the place I love!” 


Ob, there is a mighty power in these little songs to win 
the little ones, and to make the “tunny ’chool” the most 
delightful spot on earth to them. 

Mr. E. L. BRONSON, of Waterbury, desired only to 
refer to a little ci which int d him very 
much, that came to his notice a few weeks ago in Chicago. 
There was in a certain mission-school, rail-road school, as 
they call it, down by the depot of the Illinois Southern 

ilroad, one old lady, as teacher, whose heart never 
grew cold towards children—whose love for them was 
always fresh and green. She hada class of unraly boys 
placed in her ¢ . They could not be restrained. 
Sabbath after Sabbath they had let out their wicked na- 
tures in the presence of their teachers, and it was thought 
nothing could be done with them. Teacher after teacher 
had given them over in despair, and resigned the class, 
At last they asked this old lady to take charge of these boys . 
She consented. She went to them from her closet; went 
to them with love to God and love to their souls. When 
she came before them she picked out one whom she 
thought to be the ringleader among them, and began to 
talk with him. 

“Do you love God?” she asked, 

“No!” 

“Do you love your mother?’ 
vo!” 


“ 


incident : 





“Do you love your friends?” 

“No! Idon’t love God, nor my mother, nor nobody, 
and I'm not coming any more to the Sunday-school.” 

The old lady’s heart was touched, and she said, “ Why, 
if one of my sons should say he did not love his mother, 
it would break my heart;” and the thought of the condi- 
tion of that boy so overcame her that she burst into tears 
and wept over him, He, too, was affected. He, teo, 
burst into tears; and from that moment that boy and that 
eld lady were united in heart. At the close of the school 
he said to the superintendent, “I love that old lady! and 
I’m always coming to this school, and she shall be my 
teacher.” That class was pointed ont to me as a model 
class, in a very large school. Is was love that bound that 
boy’s heart so closely to that of his teacher, and he was 
only the representative of the whole class. 

Mr. JOHN G. NORTH, of New Haven, related some of 
the methods he had employed in building up Sabbath- 
schools and making them attractive. He labored much 
among the foreign pop blishment of 





There are from 75 to 90 or 
100 children in the class, varying in age from three and 
a-half to eight or nine years, Said the speaker: Our aim 
is two-fold: First, to inyplant Scripture truths in the 
memory; second, to have the scholars become acquainted 
with the historical parts of the Bible. To accom 
the first of these we have adopted various means. One is 
to have the Scripture texts printed upon cards of differ- 
ently colored paper, ey take home and are to 
commit to memory—being taught by their parents or older 
brothers and sisters, I am told by the parents that they 
even play with these cards, and repeat them to one another 
over and over again during the week. I would » 
to those who are d with the publication of Sun- 
day-school requisites, that they have pictures printed 
with these texts, illustrating the subject, that thus these 
truths may be by the association more and more indelibly 
fixed upon the young mind and heart. 

In order to reach and interest the older children—for 
there is such a variety of ages in our school—I have 
adopted the plan of singling out one of the older boys, 
and giving him a verse of Scripture to repeat in answer 
to my question. For instance: The attention of the 
whole school is gained by asking the question, “Who was 
it went from place to place healing the sick; causing the 
blind to see and the lame to walk?” Of course they al 
answer at once “ Jesus Christ.” Then I ask the boy who 
has been previously pre , “John, tell me why this 
Jesus Christ came into our world.” He then answers in 
Scripture language, “ This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners.” And so we go through the history of 
the Saviour, We also have the older boys to repeat por- 
tions of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

The hour for adjournment having arrived, the comgre- 
gation was dismissed with the benediction by the Rev. 
Mr. COLLINS, of Bridgeport. 


FIFTH SESSION. 


Thursday Evening. 


YONVENTION assembled at 7 o'clock. President in 
) the chair. Opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. 
WATERMAN, of Weat Aillingly. 
The Rev. Dr. HODGE, of Bridgeport, being introduced, 








n the 
mission-schools, and found picture cards a most valuable 
help. The children would see the large pictures, illus 
trating Bible history, and their curiosity would become 
excited to know something about them, and then they 
were invited into a room perhaps, and thus a schvol 
would spring up of the very class who most needed Bible 
instruction—the boys who live in the streets. “This is 
the way we start schools; and then when we are fairly 
going, we keep up the interest by relating the Bible 
stories, by singing, &c. We gathered in something like 15 
adults into one school on the last Sabbath, through the 
little hymns we teach our children. One child sang, * We 
all love each other, ‘We love our parents and our teach- 
ers,’ to her father, who said, ‘Is that what they teach you 
there? I like that. I must come and hear that sung.’ 
Thus the children bring in the parents and good is done.” 

Mr. NELSON KINGSBURY, of Hartford, spoke of the 
infants connected with all the schools in Hartford, 
as greatly interesting. Instruction is imparted mainly 
by means of pictures and picture cards, by female teach- 
era usually, who bave the “right spirit” and the tact of 
managing them, The ages of the scholars in them range 
from 5 to 10 years. 

Deacon CARTER, of Ansonia:—I have been inter 
ested in the Sabbath-school since I was7 years old. I 
am now 48. LI never leftit. At present lam connected 
with a school at Ansonia with 150 members. We have 
been in the habit of giving presenta to those who learn 
the most verses in a month—a Bible to the larger scho- 
lars and a Testament to the smaller ones. We arrange it 
so that one prize shall be given every Sabbath, and some- 
times two. It works well with us, but as no one plan 
will ever last a long time, we shall changeit after a while. 

I have made it a practice to notice children in the 
streets. I often * put my hand on their heads” and talk 
pleasantly to them, and make myself at home with them 
even in their little sports and plays. I want to be a child 
myself in many respects. We have few young men in 
our school because there are but fewin the congregation; 
but thereare scores of boys growing up who soon will be 
men, and these we must bring into the Sunday-school. O, 
it needs much perseverance and much prayer to fulfil all 
the duties connected with the managing of a Sabbath- 
school. Let us be given to much prayer. 

Mr. B.S. PARDEE, of New Haven, referred to the in- 
fant department of the school with which he was connect- 
fed. The school accommodations are good, and in the infant 
school the seats are raised, amphitheatre fashion, so that 
the teacher can command the face of every scholar. The 
exercises consist of singing, recitations and addresses. 
The recitations are mostly answers to such questions as 
these, asked by the teacher: “Is God great?” Children: 

“He must be very, very great, 
Who can such mighty worlds create.’ 


Through a variety of ques'ions and enswers like these, 
even the very little ones get a knowledge of the impor- 
tant truths of revelation. They are taught to sing, not 
oniy when accompanied by the teacher, but without her 
aid. Whon the teacher requests it, some little boy, ra- 
ther bright, will start a familiar tune, and they will all 
join in with great enthusiasm. 

We are indebted to the library fora great measure of 
the interest of our school. We renew it once in two or 
three years. It has now some 1200 volumes, of which 
300 hundred are expressly adapted tothe Bible classes, 
and they are sought for with an avidity which surprises 
us. We have the largest schoolin the State, (the first 
Methodist school) and our number is about 600, 

Mr. A.G. HAMMOND, of Hartford. In Kalamayoo, 
Michigan, there is a large infant class of 70 scholars, con- 
nected with the Congregational church. It was named 
«The Bird’s Nest.” The children were all under 8 years 
of age, and were tanght by a lady of much tact and abili- 
ty. The school was everywhere known as“ The Bird’s 
Nest ;” and we can hardly conceive the interest and at- 
tractiveness that just the name added to that little infant 
school. One of its loveliest scholars was takea to heaven 
last summer, and it was the last wish she uttered that 
she might be buried from © The Bird’s Nest.” Her little 
coffin was taken there, and placed upon the table, andall 
the scholars gathered around. It was opened, and there 
folded on her tiny hands lay her Sunday-school paper, 
which she had requested might be buried with her. It 
was a most touching instance of the place that infant 
class held in that little girl’s affection. 

In Hartford, we graduate them from the infant to the 
larger school, at 8 or 9 years; but we often find that they 
prefer to stay in the infant school. We only have about 
40 in the class, because there are but few children be- 
longing to the congregation. It is taught by good Mrs. 
Brown, who has had the charge for many years; and 
there is hardly a scholar but cau say “I graduated from 
Mrs. Brown’s infant class.” They love her as they love 
their own mother. 

I have found after a considerably extensive experience 
and acquaintance with schools, that the monthly concert 
is one of the best and strongest attractions connected 
with a school. 

Mr. W. H. BENEDICT, of South Norwall-. reported 200 
scholars in his school, with an infant class of 60, avera- 
ging in attendance about 45 in all weathers. The infant 
class is so attractive, that none of the scholars are anx- 
ious to be promoted to the larger school ; and one little 
boy only last Sabbath, desired to be taken back again.-— 
The teacher, Mrs. Seymour, has been in charge for about 
20 years, and has remarkable tact in interesting her little 
ones. The exercises consist in xinging, stories related by 
the teacher, and questions asked, which the children an- 
ewer in concert. The sturies are usually Bible stories, 

On the second Sabbath evening of each month, we have 
our monthly concert, unless it should storm, when it isde- 
ferred till the next, and sometimes till the 4th Sabbath. 
It is exceedingly interesting, and [ now it is one reason 
why our scholars love their school. For the last 12 years 
we have omitted but two of these monthly concerts. 

Mr. CHARLES NORTHEND, of New Britain, stated 
that the infant class was the most important and inter- 
esting in his whole school. It numbers sume 50 children, 
whose ages range from 3 to 7 or 8 years. It isin charge 
ofa lady. The class has a room by itself; and its exer- 
cises are those usually adopted by such schools. Verses 
are learned and repeated by all the children, and remarks 
are made both by the teacher and occasional visitors. 

The same testimony was borne to the value of the 
| montbly Sabbath-schvol coucert, as by other brethren.— 

The scholars repeat verses as they are called upon at these 
concerts. Some of the pupils began to feel themselves 
too old for this public exercise, and wished to retire, but 
they were prevented by the example of the teacher whd 

rose with the class and repeated the verses. 
| Mr. ISAAC N.JUDSON, of Brooklyn, related an in- 
| vident in connexion with the infant department of his 
The gentleman in charge brought in « little boy 
from the neighborhood, whose father was an infidel. He 
| read all the infidel works he could get in this country 

and from abroad, and was in the habit of working on the 
| Sabbath. This little boy came into the school, and had 
| learned to respect and love the Sabbath; and within the 
| last year and a half that father was brought to think se- 


























| school. 








riously on religious subjects, and the influence of hia hoy 
was such, that he was at last led to confess himsclf 
a sinner, and he became a member of one of the churches 
of Brooklyn. 

The infant department ] regard as vastly important in 
the grade of Sabbath-school instruction, The machinery | 
is simple, but effective; andthrough the means used, 
truths are taught, and impresions made, that are never 
forgotten. The children who come through that depart- 
ment of our school, make altogether the best scholars. 

Mr. H. L. DANIELSON, of West Killingly.—Our infant 
school numbers about 78. It would do any Christian's 
heart good to visit it. About a year ago we had the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Rhode Island te visit our school, and 
invited him into the infant school. He addressed those 
little lambs of the flock, and he told me afterwards he 
had never befure in his life beon so affected as by that 
visit. He should never forget it. It is the custom of our 
lady teacher to have these little ones, at the opening of 
the school, with their eyes closed, and their hands folded, 
repeat a prayer, She has taught them thus to repeat 
the Lord's Prayer verbatim, in concert; and as superin- 
tendent, I have often gone into the school, and at the 
sight have been affected to tears in spite of myself—and 
at hearing them repeat those beautiful little hymns, as 


* Around the throne of God in heaven, H 

Thousands of children stand, &c.” | 
I have not yet graduated from ‘he Sabbath-school, and I | 
never expect to till Lam entered in that class which is | 
taught by Jesus himself. 

In our school, we have mothers and grandmothers | 
even. We have a class that we call “The Spectacle 
class,” in which some 12 or 14 of our mothers in Is- 
rael, are looking out of their glasses at the word of God. 
They are prompt in attendance, and are real theologians, 
1 assure you. 

Our Sunday-school concert held every month is the | 
meeting with us. It is the life of some of the school, and i 
I do say I pity the Sabbath-school that has not learued | 
to reap the benefit of a Sunday-school concert. 

Last Spring, I resigned the office of superintendent and 
took upon me that of a Sunday-school missionary, al- 
though I act om my own charges. I have visited nearly 
half the towns in Windham county; und we have held 
conventions in many. If brother Trumbull and brother 
Hawiey, and others, will come out among us a few more 
times, it shall not be said any longer that Windham 
county is behind ihe others in Sunday-school matters. 














The Rev, W. ¥. COLLINS, of Bridgeport, desired to say 


| obligation, have no 





dd i the assembly as follows: Mr. President: I did 
agree to speak last night. but could not for want of time. 
1 did not agree to speak to-night; but am compelled be- 
cause there is plenty of time. I suppose the gentlemen 
of the i and i c i they are, 
I am sure, for I have seen their activity—I suppose they 
felt very much as Queen Victoria and her ministers feel 
about this time in regard to the state of things in China. 
Orders have been issued that men be efilisted to go out 
and avenge the insult of which we have heard by the ar- 
rival of a recent steamer, and the horse guards are re- 
quested to volunteer. But, mind you, if they don’t they 
will be cofhpetied to. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, I am to have fifteen minutes to say 
what I would have said last night, had not sundry things 
transpired, and I feel some embarrassment. We had last 
night an admirable report presented to us. and any man 
with a soul, and especially with a soul of love tor his 
Master and compassion for children, must have felt will- 
ing to speak after such a presentation of facts, and it 
might have imparted the capacity to speak. But now, 
I am like & man who goes to preach without a text. 
We have had no such report tonight; and I wonder 
why the brother hed not kindly condescended to read it 
once more to us, that 1 might have caught the same in- 
spirection again. 

We live in a progressive age. I don’t like the form of 
the expression ; it is too hackneyed; but I have no bet- 
ter. Great and mighty achievements are made in almost 
every sphere of human action, which awaken our sur- 
prise, and we begin to inquire where we may place bounds 
to the practicability of human attainments. In this 
spirit of lofty enterprise we rejoice to know that the 
Christian church has come to sympathize and join, I 
have never in my life—and I have been preaching the 
gospel for upwards of a quarter of a centary—felt this so 
much as during the sessions of this Convention. I have 
been in the habit of visiting the Sabbath-school frequent- 
ly, almost every Sabbath, although I have not done so 
much of that work here, and I believed I was consider- 
able of a Sunday-school man, and that as a Christian pas- 
tor I was giving all the aid and comfort to the cause I 
could But I now feel deeply that I have not done what 
I ought to have done. have no sympathy with the 
fears that some good men express in regard to the mag- 
nifying of this work. The difficulty is in the want of 
zeal, If a Christian minister in this land has any sus- 
picion that the Sabbath-school is getting ahead of him, 
why it only indicates he has not the speed he ought 
to have, and it ought to admonish him to quicken his 
pace! I would not like to have any man teach that 
this great vollateral and important auxiliary of the 
Christian church should be exalted above her, but I do 
not find any man so much of a heretic as to hold such 
sentiments. I rejoice, therefore, to know that there 
is an awaking zeal in regard to the Sunday-school en- 
terprise; and I hope there will be more interest in the 
year to come than it has known in all ite previous 
histery. 

What we most want in this great work is informa- 
tion: and we are getting it! Why we got it last night. 
and it came upon us like a Niagara—a perfect ava- 
lanche of fact! At many things I rejoiced; at others 
I was sad; and I conld buat think of a circumstance 
that is recorded of George the Third, who it is said was 
somewhat of an imbecile. His Prime Minister went 
into his palace and said to him: “May it please 
Your majesty, the time of year has come arcund when 
it is common to issue the order for the appointment of 
a@ national fast.” “ Well,” said the King, “I have been 
talking with Charlotte (the Queen) about it, apd we have 
concluded not to have a fast this spring, ba a thanks- 
giving.” The minister said to him somewhat dolefully, 
“A thanksgiving! Why what would your majesty give 
thanks for? That you have lost thirteen of your best 
colonies?” (It was just after the revolution—after the 
Declaration of American Independence had seen the 
light.) The King replied: “I would have the nation give 
thanks that it is no worse.” So I felt sad last night 
at some of the facts presented in that Missionary Report, 
but glad * that it is no worse.” While there were dark 
shades to the picture, there were also bright and cheering 
lines. More is being done than has ever been done before 
in this State. We are reaching a point in efficiency we 
have never before reached; and I have listened to-day 
to the remarks of the several speakers with great interest. 
They seemed all to have some light, and were anxious 
that it should shine to help along the cause. And this 
was the end for which light was given—being willing to 
impart. This is th. true spirit of Christianity. * Freely 
ye have received, freely give.” 

One question brovght before us was, how to make the 
Sunday-school more attractive. Now this is a great 
question; and I thought that some things that might 
make it attractive in one place, would not do in another. 
Public mind, you kpow, has not all been educated up 
to the some point. We are brought up under various 
prejudices; but ‘here is one thing, beloved brethren, 
that I think we can generally agree upon, and that is 
that God has sanctified the truths of the gospel, and 
fitted them thus to reach the hearts of men, and that 
itis truth we are to rely upon for making our schools 
attractive and for bringing in our adults and young men 
of whom we have heard «wo much complaint, that they, 
like young America, are “ fast;” impatient of restraint, 
anxious to be considered older than they really are. 

A nuinber of years ago, when I was settled in Albany, 
an eld man, a member of the Dutch Reformed church, 
said to me one day, “ Are you afflicted as other pastors 
are, that your Wednesday night weekly lecture is thinly 
attended?” * Well,’ I replied, “I have not so many 
out as I should like to see.” Said he, “Brother, if you 
can, begin to preach to your people about Jesus—a 
series of sermons. Go back if you like, into the Prophecies, 
and find out what was said of him before he made his 
appearance in this world; then come down to his birth, 
his life, his miracles, his teachings, his death, his burial, 
his resurrection, his ascension to the Father —and see 
what the effect of it will be.” Well, I was induced to 
take the mitter into consideration. I became deeply 
impressed with it. I began. without saying anything 
about it, a series of seemons about Jesus Christ, present- 
ing them consecutively, week after week; and if you 
will believe me, brethren, our lecture room became 
crowded. I tell you there isa power in the simple gospel 
that goes where the lightning don't go—into a iman’s 
heart—through his brain; right down into his soul. 
God has sanctified it to that end; he gave it for that 
purpose, and it has been more than a match for the 
devil, and all the new-fangled systems of infidelity that 
this prolific age cau bring forward. Brethren, one of 
the attractions of the Sunday-school will be the pre- 
senting of the truth in its native simplicity. As well 
might we undertake to paint the diamond as to make 
God's word any more beautiful than itis! The tendency 
of the times is to run preaching into the ground, by fine, 
hifalutin strains of rhetoric, in which God’s sober truth 
is hidden from view. The sword of the Spirit is muffled 
and wound around with silk ribbons, so that it does not 
pierce nor prick, nor bring the blood wherever it 
touches ! 

Now I conceive, that one method of making the Sun- 
day-school attractive, aristi 
of a congregation to set the example of this plain, ex- 
pository method of bringing the truth out. Go intoa 








} Beotch congregation, and read a text, and you hear the 


rustling of leaves,as in the woods, when the winds pass 
through them—it is the rustling of their Bible leaves. 
This is the idea of getting Gods word into your mind 
and heart, and it will bring its attractions with it. Take 
up one of the Sunday-school Question Books we have, 
and almost every question suggests the answer, and the 
child almost feels that you are trifling with his intellect. 
Let the teacher prxy over the lesson himself, and get it 
into lris soul, and then let him teach his children with- 
out those hackneyed forms of expression which imply 
the answer, and you will awaken an interest. 

I tell you we heve fresh illustrations of the power of 
the Scriptures, in what is going on in Ireland, in one of 
the mightiest movements since the days of the apostles, 
and of which a jurist on the bench, himself a Romanist, 
says he rejoices in it, for he declares the people are 
elevated and purified in their morals. How did it origi- 
nate? What mighty spring set the waters of salvation 
flowing, that now sweeps so mightily over the Green 
Isle, changing the whole face of society, making the 
profane man, deveut, the wild and ferocious, tame and 
meek as the lamb? It was the reading of the Bible! 
The Bible-readers of Ireland are illustrating te usin 
America, how to make our Sunday-schools attractive— 
they are working out for us this great problem. 


Now some men are born philosophers, some poets; 
some lead a life of activity, some are idlers. Of philoso- 
yhers, there is a handful, just ; of poets, a houseful—per- 
| oe as big as this; of men who are born for active life, 
and great achievements, we have a very respectable 
number. expecially here in Connecticut; of idlers, we 
have an army. Now those idlers that are in our churches, 
who come in without having been pepety trained in 
childhood, and perhaps dou’t know much about religious 
dea of activity in connexion with 
the cause of Christ. They get into the church, pay for 
their seat, have a right to take care of, and criticise the 
minister, and that is about the extent of their duty as 
they understand it. I have had some trouble to know 


how to meet, and how to manage that class of men. 
When I was a boy, I lived with a farmer. They used 
to barn wood in the winter, on one of the old-fashioned 
andirona, with brass 
for the long winter ev: 


. Tuned to pile up the wood 
ngs, and the farmer reserved to 





, 
himself the pri of making the fires. I used to sit 
there, demure in the chimney corner, 
his movements. "a T used to be very much 
at that man’s way of building the fire; he never 
Sod taeetn ak a stick yh Ey to 
m e 

a, he'll lay it on mutbut no! he didn't 

I was vexed. Now I have thought that that kind 
of feeling was very general among men. Men never do 
things just as we would do them, z” it proper to en- 
eS ee ae Let us see. One 
says, “ I'm not going to take a gd ; the swperin- 


t don’t suit me!” Another, * 
thi to snit me, you and T can ket along 
1 will work with you and help you. 
all wrong. We must allow more for the differences of 
character among men than we do; and when, as minis. 
ters, we would correct evils, and repro’ 
make men ashamed of them. bpaoryg ans = 
words, “I mean you,” we must ibe 
vividly before a map, and make him see how mean 
how foolish it is, that he will be ashamed, and say, “ 
aninne knows I am guilty of that, and I never will 

in.” 


One lovely feature of this convention to me, bas been 
ristian sects represen 
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the happy union of the Chi ited here. 
Notwithstanding my 4 inational 

say T do not know any who more at thix 

nearer together t my 


recollect sometime ago, that there went out an invita- 
tion, from cmumeatty 
gether in Central 5 
“ Evangelical Alliance.” rning tothe 
you go?” “No!” “Tt was well you didn't y They 
did this simply to form a “platform.” The difficulty 
was, the gentlemen bad not read the notice in the cars— 
they had not learned by experience, that it was not safe 
to stand on the platform ! ey endeavored to get one 
up on which all Christians could stand, But y se 
up the organization, One Quaker brother, said he 
didn’t believe in public prayer! and there at the start, 
he got on a snag, and could net go on. y not 
chime with him. Well, it broke up with magnifi- 
cent 8 hes; ye as Dr. Chalmers . did rd 4g 
i, because it did not contemplate anythii tical. 
a Scotland the shepherds tere ieepunme Sooke of 
scattered over its hills and mountains. When it is desir- 
ed to get the sheep togetber, the she gota on an 
eminent position, spon some Ln y | nt, and whistles. 
The sheep stop their grazing, and look up towards him 
They all know the shepherd—they know his call, and get 
together. Now God's people are his flocks of sheep. They 
are so called in the Scripture; and if they ever get to- 
gether they must get their eye on the shepherd, and then 
they will get together as a necessary consequence, We 
go to work tocarry the gospel to the destitute, to plant 
the Sunday-schoo) in destitute neighborhoods, and we 
work earnestly together, and then assemble annually to 
report the triumphs of the trath—the conversion of the 
dear children to Christ. I have said to myself bere of my 
brethren, “I wonder if he is a tionalist, or a 
Methodist, or what he is? Well, I'l and see whe- 
ther he’s got the Methodist tone, or the form of expres- 
sion of the Congregationalist, or the twang of the 
tist.” But I have n afloat at sea, and have given it 
up, and said to myself, “ Well, I used to know something 
about Connecticut ministers when 1 was young, but I’ve 
been away, and now I don't know them apart ! 

One incident, and I have done. W I was a boy we 
used to read the Connecticut Courant, a weekly paper, to 
keep our politics pure, and every two or three weeks a 
“supplement” appeared. In one was a story which T 
shall never forget. A man in England, a church of E 
land man, who was very earnest for his liar or; 
zation, got into conversation with an Independent—that 
means « Congregationalist in this country. They dis- 
cussed their points of difference a whole evening; the 
more they discussed the more they waxed warm, and the 
more unwilling to yield they became, till at last they 
separated with some little feeling. Our dissenting bro- 
ther as he was going home said to himself, “Iam not 80 
perfectly sure that all my views are right, and that the 
views of my brother are not sustained somewhat by the 
Scriptures. Iam a little in doubt.” In this state of 
mind he retired, and went to bed, a very mach that 
sume angel would come from heaven, and just tell him at 
once what the proper interpretation of the New Testa- 
ment in regard to the church was, and then he would be 
sure. With such thoughts he fell asleep, and dreamed. 
It is the dream I am going to speak of. He dreamed he 
was walking over a beautiful lawn. There were flowers 
sweet and varigated, trees in full bloom, and the prospect 
most enchanting. As he was loitering along he cast his 
eyes up, aod he saw a magnificent city, whose towers, and 
turrets, and domes were covered with silver and gold, 
while a flood of light settled down upon it, He eens 
he would urge his way to that beautiful city. But to his 
surprise, as he was journeying right before him, he dis 
covered what he had not seen before, a wide, tarbid, dark 
river. There was no barge—no ferry-boat. Ile was 
disappointed; but looking closer, he thought he saw 
some objects crossing. He drew near, and began to re 
cognize the persons who were going in. First came a 
tall gentleman, who seemed to be a a of the 
church of England, with his fall robes, his surplice, 
bands, and book under his arm. His gown and book had 
been useful to him on this side, and he thought they 
would be equally useful in the beautiful city. He went 
into the water, and waded till it came up to his chin, and 
in his struggles away went his book, and gown, and 
bands, and he reached the other side minus all. Then 
came along, Mr. President, « friend of yours, John Wesley, 
a good man, a glorious good old man, but short of stature ; 
and when he stepped in he had any quantity of manu- 
scripts under his arm, and among the rest “ Predestina- 
tion calmly considered.” Being, as 1 said, short of 
stature, he soon got into tlie depths, but hestruggled hard; 
and John got over on the other side—but the books on * Pre- 
destination” came back here. Next came a Quaker, with 
his coat carefully buttoned up to his chin, and before 
getting in he pulled his broad brimmed beaver down over 
his eyes. But as he got up to the neck in the water, he 
struggled, the buttons parted, and away went the coat, 
and a wavelet came along and took away his hat, and 
they all left him, and came floating back on this side, 
So the dreamer stood as one by one passed over of the 
sons of God who had all fought in different armies, but 
under the same great captain. Do you «sk me how my 
friends the Baptists fared? Oh! you know they are so 
used to water, | suppose they got over well enough! 
But our dreamer noticed this as he neared the shore, 
that there lay in great disorder, and strange contrast, the 
gown, and hat, and cloaks, and books—all on this side— 
they all came back. 

In fact. the dream represented death ; and the things of 
which we are so jealous here, and over which we are 
ready to fight sometimes, and which we think of sach im- 
mense importance to us, have all to come back on this 
side! but the souls of God's redeemed go over to inhabit 
the heavenly mansions. 

After voluntary singing by the congregation, the ehair- 
man, the Rev, DANIEL CURRY, D. D., spoke as follows: 

I desire to state a few facts now, which from my posi- 
tion in the chair I could not well at an earlier opportu- 
nity. I have felt the more at home here in this conven- 
tion from the fact that 1 am myself a Sunday-school 
superintendent, having acted in that office during the 
year past, and been absent but two or three Sundays in 
that time. But 1 would not recommend my example in 
this particular for general imitation, for two good rea- 
sons. When there is not such a necessity as to make it 
almost imperative, the minister should not take charge of 
the Sunday-school in any church, because the right per- 
formance of the duty he owes to his brethren, the lay 
members, in many cases forbids it; and in the next place, 
his strength, his physical strength, may not be able to 
bear it. By divine blessing I am pretty strong, and | 
find no particular difficulty in leading my Sunday-school 
for an hour and a half; and then holding one, and some- 
times two prayer-meetings. Six hours a day is not 
very hard for a stout, healthy man, when our business 
men give sixteen hours, But I don't recommend it, as it 
is much more exhausting labor than any other. 

A little more than a year ago when I took charge of 
my church, I found the Sunday-school not prosperous— 
that is a mild form of stating the case. I have been as- 
sociated with Sunday-schools for a long time, and have 
seen some of the best managed ones in the land. I think 
there are in New York city, and especially in Brooklyn, 
some Sanday-schools that are not equalled by any in the 
United States. I know of a retired merchant, who to the 
infant class, devotes seven days of the week in labor, and 
gives one hundred dollars every year, to the training of 
300 little children. They have two sessions a day. That 
is a specimen. I know of two wealthy landholders in 
Brooklyn who have given their labor and money most 

»rofusely to build up a Sunday-school where you would 
nave thought there was nothing to work upon but a few 
Trish vagrant children; and yet the Lee Avenne —— 
school ix undoubtedly the greatest one in the world! 

This is one great thing we want, brethren, in this work 
—the pocket with the heart. 

After I had worked myself little by little into a position 
to direct some things in my new charge, the whole matter 
of the Sunday-school was thrown into my hands, and 
they have never yet seen fit to take it off, and thus T am 
in charge of my school as superintendent. In order to 
get the school going, 1 printed a card, having all the cha- 
racteristics of a business card; had a number strack off 
and scattered all over that part of the town that belong- 
ed tous. It stated the name and locality of the school— 
name of the pastur, superintendent, time of meeting, and 
the manner somewhat of the proceedings. Our instruc- 
tions were, never to invite children from any evangelical 
school. This plan had some effect, but not a great deal, 
The question of “more time” was also discussed. We 
met immediately after the morning service. I told the 
people I considered myself entitled to every moment be- 
fore 12 o'clock. If sometimes they get out a little sooner 
they must thank me, for it was a matter of pure grace. 
We wanted more time. The school would adjourn to a 
lecture-room close by the church—sing two or three 
verses of a hymn, offer a short prayer, proceed to the les- 
son, and get through in about three-quarters of an hour; 
when the superintendent would be left alone in his glory. 
There was no life in the matter. We then had a hard 
push to get rid entirely of the afternoon service, but did 
not succeed. During the discussion T changed sides. I 
found that if we made such a change the country people 
could not attend the two services, and I did not think 
their wante should be overlooked. I believe that in 
three-quarters of the churches in Connecticut the after- 
noon service cannot, ought not to be suspended; and in 
the remaining quarter, three-quarters had better not be. 
Our intermission lasts in June and December, through- 
out the whole year, from 12 to 214 o’clock—the — 
school commences at 1, and thus has about 1 hour and 2 
or 25 minutes for its exercises, the afternoon 
church. This time is distributed strietly by the clock— 
allowing us so many minutes to sing, so many to pray, 
&c. The opening exercises are never to occupy more 
than 8 minutes. This is long enough to sing, pray, call 
the roll and go to work. From 30 to 35 minutes is al- 
lowed for the lesson, when we have other exereises, such 
as the catechism, pablic examination, singing, training 
for singing and matters of that line. We thought we 
needed more time, but I am not sure we have not enough, 
I think we have. As the result of our efforts the se! 
was much more than doubled, I think in attendance we 
have trebled. 

They say that in Middletown we are behind in a good 
many things; and other parts of the State speak of us as 
“old fogyish,” and all that sort of thing, In some thii 
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“they speak true—we can’t deny the whole. But there is 


a vast amount of real strength there, of the right kind to 
carry on a Sunday-school—and T claim to be the pastor of 
the best church in Connecticut! for I have 60 marriage- 






England character ; 
want be met and the 
aa by the Sunday-school. 
ly meeting of teachers for social 
is too little. T believe in evening 
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pe thing more, never expect to have a 
school. Never accept of the office of faded. ae Ho wry 
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your labor, A Sunday-school that don’t cost nv 











sands of dollars to be spent wae Se Sta 

Sunday-school appliances. thort this, the 

par oy rs will not accomplish what it ought and is 
Oo. 


The REV. GEORGE H. OVIATT, of Somers. 
Mr. President, that I 
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standi 

to God. I 

fice. in which, when 

in the broad aisle and made 

fuith in Christ, and I never 

Brainerd Tayl wo mas aor here during that reve 

ra\ lor, who was at 
val, for his last interview was pe gt the 
decision. That night, wfer a 

ruggle, before the dawn of day, 1 truste:! and 
myself toGoed. The sunlight of God's counte- 

nance, beamed upon my soul, 


unday-scheols in the State of Connecticut, were 
ized, and to me it is a most interesting me A 

And, my friends, there is another joteresting thought 
in this connexion, and one which shonld teach us all to 
feel that our help is not in man, but in God. I refer to 
the conception of these Sunday-school conventions. 
Whence sprung the idea of this great Sunday-school con- 
vention? Why, the last two or three years have been 
= of the gracious out-pouring of God's Spirit, and the 

earts of Christians have yearned toward the Sabbath- 
school, and they have been drawn in these great assem~- 
blies to talk about and promote its interests. Let us 
then not forget our dependence upon the Holy Spirit.— 
Let us look for his baptism upon onr efforts: and feel 
that if we are consecrated to God, wholly and unreserved- 
ly, we may expect to see our enterprise advance with 
wonderful power, and be successful in winning the child- 
ren to Christ. 

If we labor as we ought for the good of the Sabbath- 
school, whether we take in view the whole common- 
wealtn, or our individual classes, we shall be much in 
prayer. It isthis we need. It is this that is to bri: 
down upon us the blessing. We need not then be my 
— of the “measures” to bring in the childurn and 
youth, 

1 had hoped to hear something this afternoon on one of 
the topics before the conventicn with regard to Home 
Kvangelization. I will call your attention to lt for a 
single moment. 

1 see by the returns that there are in the Sab- 
bath-schools. in the good old State of Connecticut, a 
little more than 71,000 scholars. Now, it has been as- 
certained that not quite one-half of the entire population 
of the Commonwealth, attend public worship as a stated 
thing: that about sixty thousand children, under 18 
years, are not yet within the pale of the Sunday-school, 
We sce at a glance what an immense amount of labor 
there is to be done. Now, as a pastor, and for twenty 
years a pastor, I am prepared to say that I have no fear 
at all that if, with a becoming spirit, I discharge my 
duties, that the laymen of my own church, my bre 





thren 
and sisters, will step on my territory. T would that the 
Lord’s people were all prophets. The great difficulty lies 


in the vast amount of anemployed talent in the church, 
We have multitudes of men who never think of doing 
anything actively, forthe advancement of thé kingdom, 
As L understand it, the great idea of our Saviour, wi 
regard to his kingdom, is, that all his disciples—the men 
with the ten talents and with five talents, and with one, 
that al shall be at work for him. And who has right 
to say “I pray thee have me excused?” Oh, if we love 
Christ, if we A souls, if we can gra-p the grand, the 
great, the fur-reaching, the glorious idea of the Sunday- 
school, we shall be continually saying, * Lord, what 

thou have me todo?” “ Here I am, use me as shall ~eom 
good in thy sight ” 

Some few weeks ago, to bring my remarks ty a 
close, I spent a Sabbath in the city of Hartford, in the 
misgion-schools, I tell you t are woukers there. 
I went into that celebrated Morgan street school, and 
saw the boys and girls there, and I thought, “How 
came that school into such flourishing existence?” ° The 
men and women have worked. Some of the young ladies 
are from families of distinction, and are ready to deny 
themselves, One especially had a class of boys, some of 
them exceedingly wild, but there she was a 
them, and wielding a power IT am confident [ never ¢ 
have done. There are 9 mission-school« in the a. and 
how are they sustained? Why, there are self-sact —* 
hearts there, who are willing to work. And why should 
they be? They are not their own, they are Christ’ 
and they feel it. Brethren, we too must feel this, a 
labor. Our text book, the Bible, is tufinitely precious, 
and the soul which ix taught in ite truth is of infinite 
value, 

Oh, if we could feel as did a little blind girl, to whom in 
closing I shall allude, what a different state of things we 
should see! This little girl had learned to read. using 
the volumes that are introduced into those institutions 
for the blind. She had learned there to read the Bible; 
and as her fingers passed over the sacred pages, her heart 
had been affected aod she had been led to Christ. She 
felt she loved him. She wasa poor litvle girl, and was 
obliged to earn her living by picking oakum, But she 
found after a while that the ends of her fingers became 
so callous in consequence of her labor that they refused 
to enable her to read her Bible. Feeling that she was 
suffering a great loss, she finally got the idea that she 
might, with a razor, pare the ends of ber fingers, and cut 
off the callous part, and again be able te read. e 
attempted it: and for a little while could read her Bible. 
But very soon her fingers lost their sensitiveness, and 
even Ly resorting to such expedient. she found she could 
no longer read. In agony of soul, she was saying to her- 
self,“ O! how T love my Jesus! Tow 1 love the story of 
the cross! O! how I love this precious Bible. Eut lcan 
no more read it. I must bid it good bye!” She took it 
in her hands, and as she said * farewell,” pressed it to 
her lips. Oh! what joy! She found in kissing it that 
she could read it with her lips! And ever after that, as 
she read her Bible, she kissed it, 

Oh, that we had this love for the Bible! that our child- 
ren had it! and that God would pour his Spirit out upon 
all our schools, upon all the commonwealth, that we 
might see more glorious things than these! 

Mr. &.C, ROBINSON, of Hartford, rewarked: In the 
very few moments allotted to me this evening, I may ad- 
vert to but very few of the points that rise in my mind 
as specially interesting to us as we are here gathered to- 
night. After the eloquent allusions and remarks that we 
have just heard upon the beauty, and interest, and power 
that there is in Christian seli-denial I could hardly 
attempt to add a word upon that subject. But there is 
something to me extremely significant in the presence of 
this audience—significant of present strength. prophetic 
of future success. This number of Sabbath-echool twach- 
ers and friends, coming up here, inspired by a common 
motive, breathing here the common aic of enthusiasm, 
and coming to get baptized again and with reuewed 
force, into the power of God—TI say that this presents to 
me a picture of the power of Christian self-denial, and 
leads me to think of its unseen and hidden joys, 

Now it seems to me that the great aim of the friends of 
the Sunday-school and teachers for a number of years 
has been to gather in great numbers into our Sabbath- 
schools—that her emissaries have gone forth, intent and 
auxious, to enroll great numbers upon her catalogues, 
Now this is perhaps all well; we have done well in thus 
endeavoring to bring the children within the limits of our 
schools, and in striving after this by all the means in our 
power, legitimate and proper. But we must feel that 
this is notall. It is not the great end. We must never 
forget that the mere passing of the threshold of the school 
room is not all that is to be accomplished. We must not 
feel that our work is completed, our labor done, No! 
We are to teach them of those riches that shall never 
fade away, and strive that their names may be written. 
in undying radiance upoo the Book of Life. The Sab- 
bath-school teacher who has achieved iu some sense the 
appreciation of his position, of his privileges; who has 
learned that these souls are in a sense committed to him 
to be saved, will nut only seek to gather them inte his 
class, but by personal application and individual jabor, 
with faith and prayer, carry each of sthem to the feet of 
the Master and kave them theve. This should be 
our object. Oh, that we could realize, in the words of 
our venerable brother, with whom we united in  prager, 
the preciousness of tho idea that we are to“ think more 
of heaven, of heaven, of heaven!” Then we should feel 
that mere attendance upon the Sabbaths! if we 
leave the matter there, is pot enough; that it is not 
enough to have the seats full and to hear, asin the Sooteh 
church, the Bible leaves rustling in every pew, so that 
“the hale kirk’ rustles with religion; but the truth must 


true end of all Stbbath-schoul instruction, 
A lady told mea few days ago an incident in her ye 4 
life that is very suggestive. When a girl of about 1 
2 she was called to watch witha sick friend. She 
called in a companion, and they watched that friend 
through the long hours of the night. The sick one seem- 
ed to rest well—to be asleep; so these watchers 




















got down 

able girls equal to any in the State; and when I have | before the bed of coals that slumbered the hearth, 
said & I havo told A that I have a Sunday-school | and there, witt the faint light it impartea, tl t they 
army that no man need to go out and to the enemy | would while away an hour without disturb! the pa- 
within the gates with. And out of them we can draw | tient, by playing cards But she awoke from sleep: 
teachers of the very best quality. There is one interest- ; and turning on them her eyes Wwanepenens and almost 
ing class immediately in my front every Sunday, which | glazed in death, said, “Girls, if you knew how sick I was 
has been taught for 8 years by a female teacher. The | you would not he playing curds!’ That lady told me 
boys are considerably larger than herself, and some of | that she could etre ot ose words. So, my 
them men grown almost. They will not go into any | friends, it seems to me t yeoaw 8 sick about us, and we 
other class, With such teachers we are pretty pre | are all playing wt ness, our amuse 
pared to go to work with efficiency and success. ments, our several — pat how for, on = are 
One thing of t advantage is our t ”y red of immortals, are 
We have a comfortable lecture-room that will seat 300 gring dewey, ppetean we den Som ee Dae 
Sunday-school teachers and children. We have pretty | resurrection. Oh, if we could appreciate this truth—if 
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I, “in three, or ; 
reap. Let him Na 
other step, and laid his 


there a 
said to myself, “ My little fellow, if I only 
hand on your head. | wonld make you feel 
our toes!” But as 1 put my hand to- 
pped out from under, and stood back. 
ready yet. We let him go. Through 
saw him out in the street laying horse 

boy. “Hallo, bub!” said as plea- 
. He ran off to the ot oo in 
wonder and told him, “Why he called me ‘bub!’” 
What was the resuit? He was there the next Sabbath, 
and his were of the right length; he had two 
sleeves to his coat; his confidence was secured and he 


5 


ere. 
low was it with the singing when I first went there? 
We began to sing the first Sabbath, and we carried ten 
a right stray ht through! We sang those little 
venly songs that wake up the little souls. When I 
first went there it used to take us three-quarters of an 
hour to get still, to make the ning prayer, and as I 
looked around I saw one little d boy, who got down 
and stood straight on his head, “ Why, bub,” said I, “you 
made a mistake; you got the wrong end down!” He was 
at once. He never did it again, I assure you. 

He is one of the best boys to this ~ 

We have taken pains to get the little girls in there; 
some have been taken away—they are not permitted to 
come, One of these little ones stands on the corner of 
Front and Bridge streets almost every Sabbath day, and 
when her teacher by the corner this little girl 

ts out her two hands and draws her teacher's dress 
Prrough and then turns round and runs home! 
lady teacher! did you ever have a little girl to 

dress ¢ her hands use she loved 
you and lived in your ? and because she could not 
come and put her little hands on your knees and learn 
of Jesus your lips? 

We all love singing, and we sing ourselves into the 
proper for teaching. If at the opening of the 
school the singing don’t go right; if it fails to get up the 
pace alee It 41 
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upon the sacred floor. to the ear of bur- | 

den «f the heart. 0 let us labor in hope, rejoicing in the | 

wisdom and the mercy of the love of that God who | 

watches over us, and kno vs all our ways. | 
The Rev. JOHN MON of : Twas think- 
ing, »# I came to this convention, was riding down 
the Naugatuck valley, this convention should con- 
tribute to the glory of God. It must contribute to his 
ea * there will be mourning hearts all over this 
I have indulged a prejudice sometimes, against 


fl 
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to be revived about once a year, to make a 
puff, and then subside into “ masterly inactivity.” 
believe itis not so with this convention, I am a little 


vi 
of the Sunday-school, 


It is 
to think Jesus Christ was the first h- 
school teacher. [The CHAIR, mereyinn “ Abraham 
it Su -echool.” “Yes, but I mean the first 
om : 5 eee —tawe the new = 
pensa‘ was inaugurated. comm wor! 
at the age of twelve, a the t doctors of Israel. | 
Then, too, Philip was a teacher of the Eunuch, There 
* Sunday-echool on wheels, and a black Sunday- 
at that. [look upon the Sabbath-school as a 
conservative movement, not purely of the nineteenth 
century, but dating back to the first. 
But as I said, to do good, the glory of God must be 
i A ion; and I have been delighted 
to observe the true object of the Sabbath-school brought 
by these gooa men in their discussions and remarks— 
salvation of the immortal soul. 
This work is a personal work. We know that when 
preacher in the pulpit from Sabbath to Sab- 
. and proclaims the truth—his hearers often shift 
responsibility by saying, “He don’t mean me, 
eighbor A., or neighbor B.” But in the Sabbath- 
is not so. The remarks are personal, and they 
The fact is, brethren, much of the preach- 
come to be more of esthetics, than 
brethren, you have demanded it, The | 
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me. You say the preaching is not 
. it adopt the same style with 
. Now the only way to remedy this, is 
iar gospel truth to bear onthe young | 
y gh b= comprehend it. The old people 
enough to suck the honey of truth | 

out of these beautiful essays, and can we expect the | 
do it! Bat the teacher comes with her 
ve to Christ and to these souls, and she 
th, and it gets down into their little 
y feel that she is interested for their indi- 
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urn to ig we know first rate, and 
tell the boys and girls to let it out, and when the good 
feeling seems to get up, we are ready to teach and to be 
I verily believe if the house waa on fire, and 
there was 4 way to get out, the children would sing first! 
One little boy who had removed eight or ten miles 
from the school, sent word back by his mother that he 
wanted all the school to join him on Sunday morning at 
—r_. nine o’clock in singing “ Happy Day,” and 
he would go out in the field and sing with them. He 
wanted to sing once more with the school! 

Many mothers have said to me, “Oh, Mr. Hawley, you 
don’t know the power iF age singing in the Sabbath- 
school over my family. e children are learning tunes 
all the day long, and it makes them so cheerful and hap- 
P, ” And it 4 just so. One mother told me that her 
ittle boy, four years old, was left in the house one day 
to watch the cradle. By and by the baby began to cry. 
Up jumped the boy and began torock the cradle, singing, 
«0, do not be discouraged, baby, for Jesus is your 
friend, baby.” Ah, these heavenly songs will do more good 
than the “lullaby ” songs of the gt 

The speaker here alluded to the influence of the 
children over their nts. A child once told him, 
“Mr. Hawley, my er reads the Bible now every day. 
He didn’t use to do it, only on Sunday; but we all have 
to read it now.” 

And then too, said the speaker, the influences of these 
Sabbath-school exercises is felt on the death-Led—for 
children die—yes, and I have seen them die, and die 
happy. One little girl only six years old, who died in 
February, came home the month before, on New-Year’s 
day, and said to her futher, “ Father, I am going to turn 
over a new leaf; and I don’t mean to get a blot on it, 
father, not one. I mean to+erve Jesus so well that there 
will not be any blots on this leaf.” In about two months 
she sickened and died; and the father said he blessed 
God for such a child, she had done him so much good. 
“ You came and took her three years ago into your Sun- 
day-school, and I thank you for it. She took me and my 
wife by the hands, and led us to God’s temple-gates, and 
we are both rejoicing in Jesus.” 

My friends, the Sabbath-school is the warmest place 
this side of the threshold of heaven; and I would say to 
you fathers and mothers, if you want to keep your 
children from freezing up in this cold world, take them 
in your arms, and lead p Be by the hand into the Sun- 
day-school, that they may there learn of Jesus! 

After singing the Doxology, and receiving the bene- 
diction, the convention adjourned till the following 
morning, at 9 o’clock. 


SIXTH SESSION. 


Friday Morning. 








personal salvation. !t is the preaching of 
Bible truth that we must insist on. These children are 
not brought into the Sunday-school to be amused. No! 
hands must lead them up to Mount Sinai, and 
let them see the smoke and hear the thundering, and 
then lead them back to the arms of a loving Jesus, who 
invites.them to come unto him. 

An infidel came ed to my study, last winter, Nicode- 
mus-like, in the night. He had n an infidel fifteen 
I had uent conversations with him. 
“You and I have talked long enough about ex- | 
I went to your i 


Hi 


immediately 
Opened by reading the 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. CROSSMAN, of 


The President remarked that in the absence of any 
report from the Business Committee, the meeting was 
opened for a “ free conversation.” 

Mr. NATHAN GRIGGS, of Chaplin, remarked that he 
had attended the Sunday-school for twenty-five years, 
and although he worked hard during the week, he never 
got tired on the Sabbath. He attended three sermons 


he oye assembled at 9 o'clock, 
r the prayer-meeting. 
56th Psalm, a 





saw how those Christians | 
exercise. I knew their whole hearts 
were in hyd feeli 
your crucified Christ.” It 

and taught the religion of Christ that this man wanted 
it, not because my arg h inced him. 

I would refer a moment, to the importance of the 
Sunday-school, in meeting the demand that souls make 
upon us, when infidelity and skepticism are prevailing 
60 extensively — the country. I think nothing is 
#0 effectual. I might take out a little book and 
you statistics respecting my little parish, which would, 

rhaps, astound some of you. The parish was divided 

into #ixteen districts, pa we sent out sixteen young 
men fo canvass. As a result, we found 968 persons 
above the age of four years, and of these, only 438 were 
in yw attendance upon any church, This includes 
S 








‘atholics, amounting to some fifty families, remem- 

About 344 never go to any church at all, and some | 
have never been inside of a church. There are between 
two hundred and three hundred children between four 
and sixteen years, who have never walked inside of a 
Sabbath-school room, and to whom the sincere “ milk of 
the word,” has never been brought. These are faots, 
found not only iu small cities, but in rural districts; 
and they can be met only by the Sabbath-school. The 
tree of error is growing up in our State, and striking its 
roots «ep, and spreading its branches wide, and its fruits 
of all virieties are eagerly plucked by our people. 
Spiritualism and Parkerism are rife, and the tena 
schoo! ix to come in to aid in staying these forms of error. 
Yt has come to the aid in our parish, and the Spirit of 
God, and the power of God has been in our Sabbath- | 
school. and souls have been converted. 

But I would remark, that the Sabbath-school is got 
separat» from the church. O no! A good deacon came 
to me lest winter, and said he, “ We have been se; ting 
the church too much from our Sabbath-school. © must 

ve the church willing toown the Sabbath-school as 
her own offspring, dnd provide for its wants.” And we 
have done so; we have been drawing it nearer and nearer 
to our bosom, until now we feel that it is part of us— 
bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. We can not 
have it separated from us; preacher and laymen of all 
classes, now go into the work, and half of the day is 
devoted to the instruction from God's word. 

But it is said, some ministers will say, “I cannot en- 
trust the teaching of theology to my church—we are 
eS about the teaching of theology—we must not 

ve it imparted to tne children by the church-—the lay- 
men!” 

You have heard of that venturesome man who set out 
from one of the neighboring villages to cross the Alps, 
with two guides, but who neglected to provide himself 
with the proper implements for his journey. When they 
came to one of the mighty glaciers, the guides went along 
safely cnough, but this poor traveller sank down into a 
erevice—a cold, icy chasm, 62 feet deop, and there he lay, 
with his head downwards, wedged in between the sides of 
the crevice, He called for aid. and the guides came to 
the spt. What must they do’ They might have cut 
their leathern bags in strips and reached him without 
delay; but 0, these blind guides! They went back to 
a place, which cost them two hours, for a rope, a 
nicely twisted rope, to let down into the chasm, to 
save that poor, freezing man! When they brought 
the rope, alas! it was foo short, and they journeyed 
back two hours more to get a rope that was long 
enough, but the poor man was gone—he was dead. Now 
we ministers, when we look around us, and see these im- 
mortal souls all about us, beating, beating, beating with 
immortal life—must we go down into the school at Prince- 
ton, or to Union, or Andover, for the doctrines of religion, 
and the doctors of divinity, to come up to save these 
souls? Will it not do to entrust the work of their salva- 
tion to laymen, to the Sunday-school sometimes? Will 
you not find these finely twisted ro sometimes too 
short? ©, my friends, { believe it will do to entrust the 
work to the Sabbath-school, We must entrust it to the 
Sabbath-school, or those souls will perish. 

T bid the Sabbath-school God-speed in this work, [have 
seen its tracks in the country, and others have seen them in 
thecity. Astarhas risen tocheer me. and every heart that 
loves Christ. It is the star of the Sabbath-school move- 
ment. The Sabbath school men are beckoning it on, and 
T have come to join them. By aud by this star will bein 
its zenith; we shall all look at it, and sing songs of joy 
and rejoicing evermore that God has given us this happy, 
this blessed instrumentality for the salvation of souls. 


Mr. DAVID HAWLEY, of Hurtford, said: My bro- 
ther has spoken about the man in the ice. and I will 

gin where he left off, about the ice. We have got 
-om many up in Hartford in the ice. I am the city 
missiouary there, and in the Morgan street region there 
area many who have fallen into the icy chasms— 
but we don’t wait, we don’t stand on ceremony, we don’t 
stop to carry them around into the old Sabbath-school 
ruts te get them out. We throw the mission ropes 
around them, and take them right out, ‘cross lots, into 
our Sabbath«chools, 

The Morgan strebt school isa hard school, but I tell 
you there are jewels there. Why, we take the gospel 
rake down there, and rake up the children, as it 
were in winrows, and bring them into the Sabbath- 
school. And that Sabbath-school is a place we love. 
We have singing there. ©, this singing! It is a great 
thing in the Sabbath-sehool; but I don’t say it is 
all. No, no. 1 understand all that has been said in re- 
gard to the teaching the children in the simplicity of the 





gospel—the breaking up of the bread of life, but I have 


an pray g. The Sabbath-school has about 
thirty-five minutes for its real work of teaching, but 
they desire more time. He thought it would not be ad- 
visable te give up the afternoon church service; if they 
did so, they could not retain their “ farming population.” 

hope I shall home from this convention with a 
determination to labor more ardently and zealously than 
ever before, and to spare no pains, either on Sabbath or 
week-day, to advance the cause, and speak to those who 
are going to eternity with me, of the love of Jesus. The 
command of our Saviour, not only applies to ministers 
who have been consecrated to the work, but I believe 
that anybody who has the love of Jesus, may tell it to 
others, and preach to them the way of salvation. 


The Rey. F. A. SPENCER, of New Hartford, desired to 
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e speaker, in con- 
nection with our school is Sabbath-e-hool concert, 


Idren sing—even the infants, and of course 


chi 
the ite are delighted. 
Biker te convemtin last met ve boon etnged in 
ly among t ign popu! 
Lag yo aed satablinhrd: and the Yu 
for sailors 


stron but 
liar views; if Tid, I could de noth them. Last 
Sabbath I said to one little girl, a had been ab- 
sent several times, but who had i > I. 
“Katy, you don’t come every why don’t you?” 
“Why, mother takes me to the other church, and don’t 
want me to come.” I liked Katy very much, and I 
thought we could not lose her ; so I went to see her. One 
day as I was passing by their house I heard a voice, * Mr. 
Linsley. how do you do?” It was little Katy. Her mo- 
ther was with her. I took her hand, and said, “Is this 
sir.” Then eggs me 
myself to her mother, I said, * Well, we always 
ay Rave come to our Sunday-school. I hope 
she will stay with us.” “Ihave no objections at all,” 
said the mother, “you may have Katy in your school.” 
Thus we have semetimes overcome opposition ; and with 
the blessing of God upon our plans. carefully laid, and 
wisely carried out, we can bring these sculs under the 
influence of the gospel. 

On going to the wharf the other day, a lot of boys 
gathered around me—and as I had my wagon, I let them 
all jump in, to ride. Why, said a man, * These boys all 
seem to know you.” “Oh. yes, they are my boys—they 
go to my school.” “ Well, when your school came here, I 
thought among such boys you could not accomplish any- 
thing—that you would have your labor for your pains; 
but I know you have done good—a watchman told me that 
on Sunday the boys used to be very tronblesome—roll the 
barrels on the wharf, and pile everything they could, one 
on the other but now they did not trouble him, He 
hoped you would keep up your school.” And in other re- 

t here has been a great change among these boys. 

‘hey were in the habit of swearing dreadfully, and of 
calling cach other nick-names, but we showed them how 
mean, and ridicnlous, and sinful it was, and now we hear 
nothing of it. The boys, too, were awfully dirty in their 
dress and habits. But we had soap and water there. I 
told them I conld do nothing with dirty boys. So they 
washed themselves there, and pretty soon they were 
washed at home, and were dressed a little more neatly, 
and their parents began to take some interest in the mat- 
ter, and thus the whole neighborhood has changed for 


r. 

Mr. ROWLAND SWIFT, of Hartford.—It seems to me 
that we all shall go away from this place, if we have any 
conception of the great work before us, bearing this ques- 
tion on our hearts, “What can I do more for, Jesus?” 
As we are planted in our Sabbath-schools, and bless- 
ing those who come within our limits, we want to see 
just how far outside we can encroach upon the territory 
of that great adversary of souls—just how far we can win 
the way for the truth of Christ. And it seems to me that 
we all, pastors and laymen, brethren and sisters, elders 
and deacons have been allowed to come up here to this 
convention to embrace each other and in concert to be pre- 
pared to go out and present a bold front to the enemy; 
and that we shall pray and fight, and fight and pray as 
we have never done before. I pray God that we may 
stand hand in hand, upon the eternal rock with one arm 
around the tree of life, and forming a strong line we may 
reach forth to those who are floating upon the stream of 
death, and gather in the souls that are struggling, sink- 
ing there. I want to see that line stretched out all over 
this State; and I hope that we all may hearthe glorious 
songs of those who are redeemed and gathered on the shores 
of life; because we, as Christian brethren, have gone 
out hand and heart together, and have labored for souls 
to present to our Lord and Master, as the fruits of our 
love and zeal for him. Iam planted in a little school in 
Hartford—the Park Street Mission School—and I hope it 
beats in unison with every church in Hartford. Our 
Baptist brethren have a school near by, and our 
Methodist brethern are in the field. When I meet the 
Baptist pastor there, he grasps me by the hand and says, 
“ Brother Swift, 1am not looking for Baptists, but for 
those who love my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” And 
our Methodist brethern are looking for souls for Jesus. 
Oh, when this spirit spreads over our commonwealth and 
the whole world, then we shall begin to see the dawnings 
of that millennial day. Llong that this feeling should 
be in every heart as we go away from here, that we are 
all working, not with sectarian ends in view, but for 
Jesus Christ. And now, as there seem to us to be indica- 
tions of success with the children, let us endeavor 
through them to reach out just as far as we can, to bring 
in*others. Let us send them on the mission, and they 
will bring in mothers and fathers, and we shall rejoice in 
the speedy success of our efforts at home evangelization. 

The Rev. B. L. SWAN, of Stratford, read an extract 
from a letter that had just come to hand. The Con 
tional church in Stratford, in unison with the Second 
church in Norwich, together sustain a missionary in the 
West, Mr. A. R. Bissell, who labors chiefly in Noble county, 
Indiana, organizing Sabbath-schools. is miasi y 
writes a letter to each of the schools. as their corres- 
pondent, once a month. 

Mr. E.CARPENTER, of Colchester :—When our brothe? 
was reading from that ancient report of 1825, from Col- 
chester, a sort of glow came over me. Whether it was 
pride or gratitude I will not stop to inquire. I desire to 
say something about the monthly concert. In the Con- 
gregational school this meeting was established long 
since. In the Baptist and Methodist societies it was not 
held till after the first convention at Hartford, two years 
. Now. after some trouble in getting the children 
together, there is but one church in our village that is 
able sometint to contain those who come to the monthly 
concert! We have put the children into requisition by 
bringing in the fathers and mothers. But after all, I 
have been grieved greatly at what seems to me to be the 
case with the monthly concert—I speak only of Colches- 
ter—that it is not effectual in any great results. It is 
something like a great bubble, which is blown up and 
looks beautiful indeed, but it bursts into thin air, and we 
see nothing but a speck of remains! I mean by this that 
there does net seem to be that impression made upon the 
children which I would desire. My brethren, this is the 
great thing after all—the impression, the lasting result— 
and to obtain this we have another work besides bringing 
themin. We must invoke a higher power. We must 
realize that the importance of the Sabbath-school is de- 
pa from its dealing with the soul—that souls are to be 
saved, 

Mr. GEO. LANGDON, of Plymouth, remarked: I stand 
here to represent asmall attempt at home evangelization, 
in asmall district of only some 15 or 20 families. A year 

last spring we conducted a prayer-meeting in the district 
school-house. We had no Sabbath-school; but finding a 
few children were there, and that they must not be ne- 
glected, we agreed to forma school. We did so. The 
children came in without any trouble, but it was almost 








say a word before leaving, as he was now comy Ito go. I 
want to say to you all that I go from these meetings with 
a warmer heart than I came here. I have attended all 
these State Conventions, and have gone away from each 
with new kindlings of interest, and now with a greater 
interest than I have ever felt before. I wanted to say 
this much; and I hope the time will be for many of us 
to gather in future vears over these important, these 
vitally interesting questions.” 

By common consent, at the suggestion of the Business 
0 i ion now proceeded to the discus- 


, the C r 
The Fifth Topic. 


“ Home evangelization. 
cability fully apprehended ? 
tians in this respect?” 

The Rev. W. H. MOORE, of Newtown, remarked: This 
question of home evangelization is oncof vast importance. 
How can we reach with religious influence that class 
which in our State amounts to a very great number, who 
do not attend our houses of worship, and are not yet 
brought directly under the influence of the gospel? Now 
among the agencies employed, it seems to me none can 
be more effectual than what may be called district Sun- 
day-schools. Now we have a “district school” in every 
school district, and of these there are some 1,600 in our 
State. I don’t mean to say that in each of these also we 
should have a Sunday-school; that would not be wise at 
all. But there are, as Mr. Trumbull has said, at least 200 

points in this State to-day where there ought to be a 
ittle district Suuday-school. At least at three points 
where I live there ought to be such schools; and if I 
had as much strength with respect to male members as 
some of my brethren, we should have these three mis- 
sion-schools. But if we can’t get the men to do it we 
can try the women, and Dr. Curry says they will do it. 
t does seem to me that the Sunday-school agency has 
been brought to us as a means for drawing out the lay 
element of our churches. Now I regard every minister 
as a home evangelist in his own field, but the pastors can 
not do all of this labor, and it is their yearning desire to 
get the lay members of their churches engaged in this 
great enterprise. How then can this be more entirely 
and more successfully accomplished than by establishing 
these little branch or mission-schools, which draw out 
the love and labor of our church members? The Sun- 
| day-school I look upon as the entering wedge to open the 
hearts of the people to all spiritual influences. You get 
the little Sunday-school established, bring your spiritual 
machinery into operation, the Sunday-school and reli- 
gious papers, and all the other appliances, and you make 
the school a nucleus about which the children gather—a 
place where from time to time the pastor can come and 
labor—where religious meetings can be held—and the 
effect is most blessed upon the surrounding community, 
as well as the church, 

I hold in my hand the first report of the Connecticut 
Sunday-School Union, which was fished out of some gar- 
ret, 1 suppose, and handed to me by one of my church 
members, It is interesting to us in this day of progress 
in the Sunday-school cause. It was published in 1825. 
Then there were 34 schools connected with the Associ: 
tion, numbering in the aggregate 4,000 scholars. In New 
Haven there were 347 schc ; now there are 6,000. 
There were two schools, one in the Baptist society, and 
one in the Congregational churches, A Union school met 
in the gallery of Dr. Bacon’s church. In Hartford there 
were then two schools, with 278 scholars; now there are 
between 5,000 and 6,000. How was it through the State? 
The largest school in the State numbered then 300, with 
an average attendance of 280 scholars—and it had been 
flourishing for the six years previous, Dr. Porter got the 
light as it came over the mountains, as soon as anybody, 
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Is its importance and practi- 
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possible to get the men or the women tocome. They 
had been neglected for a whole generation, and had grown 
up to have children of their own, and now what did they 
care for religion? Some had never been to the house of 
God, although they were only a mile and a half from two 
churches! We have continued that prayer-meeting. 
Sometimes only 2 or 3 families would come in, and that 
quite irregularly, They would do most anything else on the 
afternoon of God’s day. What should we do? We have 
determined if we could not influence the old generation 
we would work at the second crop, the children, of whom 
there were some 10 or 12. about 4 or 5 years old. They 
are just beginning to read, some of them, and all the en- 
couragement we have, humanly speaking, is that 
these little children are carefully taughl to repeat 
their Sabbath-school lessons for every Sunday by these 
very parents! This truth, although imparted in very 
small quantities, must eventually reach some of their 
hearts. Two of the boys at first came into the school 
with their every-day over-hauls on, and untidy in many 
respects. But we then paid no especial attention to their 
appearance. This last spring, however, they could not 
be induced to come till their parents had provided them 
with a new suit of clothes; and now they fix them up, 
and prepare them neatly every Sabbath for the school. 
This is a sign of their regard for the place: and although 
it is a feeble one on which to build much encouragement, 
yet we are encouraged from it, togo ahead in reliance 
upon the promises of God. 

The Rev. STEPHEN ROGERS, of Wolcott, regarded 
the Sabbath-school as the foundation of all attempts at 
home evangelization. Said he: We have got the plant 
in our Sabbath-schools—the true root is there, and all we 
want is to transplant it into our churches. I have a 
chance to see many things in the position I occupy in 
the house of God, though I am not so sharp-sighted as I 
wish I was. Yet I see some things—and this is one. A 
man who does not hold a seat in the house of God comes 
to the church door, and nobody asks him to enter and 
take a seat! Here we must learn of the Sabbath-school. 
The superintendent and teachers would be after such a 
one—yes, and the children, too! We ought to have the 
same spirit in the church; we want to transplant the 
Sabbath-school plant right into our churches, 

I will tell you an anecdote that a good minister who 
lived in New Hampshire once told in my presence, when 
I was younger than I am now. He remarked to his 
people one day that he thought he should have to tell 
them an anecdote—he had been afraid he should a great 
many times. Jt was this. A good man used to come 
from Vermont down to Boston—and not as they do now 
on the railroad—then the farmers used to harness up their 
horses and carry a load, and they used to be a good many 
days on the road toand from Boston. When he came to 
a village he would put up to stay over the Sabbath, 
and go to church there. This good farmer went 
to church with the dress he managed his team in—only 
he had clean linen. Now he knew very well how to 
behave among the bushes in Vermont. How did he 
manage at his stopping place’ When he went to church 
he walked confidently in, went straight down the aisle— 
but nobody seemed to see him; he then turned round and 
came up another aisle, and yet nobody offered him a seat. 
He went out. Apparently not at all disconcerted, he 
went to a stone wall near at hand, got a large stone, came 
back to the door of the church, and walked in! That 
blind congregation got on spectacles! He had hardly 
got inside of the door with the great stone in his hands, 
before this one and that one slipped out of his pew and 
offered him a seat. But no. He had become bliud as a 
bat; he couldn’t see one of them! He felt his way along, 
hobbled up till he came near to the deacon’s seat, when 
he put down the stone, took off his hat like a sen- 
sible man, and sat down. There he sat during the ser- 














How did they manage as to time? They had two ses- 
sions, one in the morning, from ‘14 to 1044 o'clock, for all | 
who could attend in the morning; and then another at | 
noon. Colohester had 260 scholars—including teachers, | 
285. That town! had in this respect got a great way | 
ahead of the age. The minister did not fail to meet the | 
teachers regularly every Sabbath afternoon, and spend | 
an hour and a half with them, charging them for the | 
work. A prayer-mveeting for teachers was regularly | 
attended every week during the summer, and was a | 
means of exciting them to greater activity and zeal in 

their labors of love. Some suggestions were given as 

important to be attended to even in that early period of 

the Sabbath-school history; among these were the visit- 
ing of the scholars during the week whenever they were | 
absent on the Sabbath, either by the instructor, or an 
agent for the purpose; and the holding of “conference | 
meetings” every Sabbath evening at differeat private | 
houses in the parish, in which the conductors should 

give a brief statement of the Sunday-school, its objects, | 
and its wants ! 





} Shall have to tell that story to our congregs 


| such nice steps now-a-days! 


| have begun to see them. 


mon, and he paid very respectful attention. After the 
blessing was pronounced, he put on his hat, took up his 
his stone seat, and carried it back and placed it upon the 
wall. In the afternoon he tried the business again; but 
they could all see him, I warrant you. 

Now, brethren, are not many of us afraid that we 
ions! The 
truth is, here is one great difficulty; we do not take any 








in the putting forth tong Gutation oitet, wobed 
great enemies to with—the world—the 
flesh—the devil. If the Sabbath-school cause—the effort 
of home evangelization, and the evangelization of the 
world are to succeed, there must be in the church of God 
a power sufficient, not merely to check and restrain, but 
to overcome these enemies. And the greatest difficulty 
that lies in the weg, getaes, bo, that we do not realize 
that t areenem 

Now, then, said the speaker, the question for us to con- 

is, the power we have at our command that is to be 
effectual in the conflict. Is it in us? Is it in thechurch ? 
Isitin gold? Isitin angels? No! Itisin the Holy 
Ghost. 1 tell you, brethren, you “an reason tll ge 
but we oan accomplish nothi without his power. e 
must be “ working in us to will and to do.” Here is the 
whole secret. PRAYER. I verily believe, if the teachers 
would answer me one question ly, we should find 
out the whole secret, both of the successof the past and 
the want of greater success which we are seeking for the 
future. Do you, my dear fellow teacher, have you every 
day three ret, agonizing sensons of prayer for the Master's 
blessing on your labors? Three? Now, we think we 
have to eat three times a day, you know, to sustain these 
rishing bodies alive. I don’t believe we stay away 
the table when hangry—I don’t. A man who thus 
stays away has no + mmeges is not hungry. Oh, if we as 
Sunday-school teachers were to go three times a day 
to the fountain—the everlasting fountain, and offer up 
but this single petition. “ Oh, God, for Christ’s sake, pour 
upon me the Holy Spirit?” I believe it would not be 
three months before Connecticut would be perfectly inun- 
dated with the blessings of heaven. Souls, precious, im- 
mortal souls would be converted. 

Just above us here isa bill they call “Golden Hill,” 
I think Ldrank from the first well that was dug through 
it’s solid rock there—the sweetest water I ever drank.— 
They found the: ¢ what they at first supposed to be gold, 
and hence it was called “Golden Hill.” Now suppose that 
in working that well they had discovered an immense 
mine of gold, and in the form of cubes, 10 feet, 100 feet, 
and 1000 feet square, andit was told that every church 
in Connecticut should have the largest cube it could get 
out. Which cube do you suppose they wouldtry? The 
one ten feet, or the one a thousand feet, or the one a mile 
| square?) My word for it, they would all take the 
cube a mile square, and they would have it out; they 
would pull forthe largest—pull witb all their numbers, 
and as if for life. Oh, how slow we are in the cause of 
God! Why don’t we pull fur the Sunday-school cube ?— 
We don’t wantit! We like gold better than souls. We 
are not hungry for souls. We have no heart for souls, 
If we had, we should pray, and the blessing would come. 
Here is the difficulty. Let us consider more than we have 
ever before done, one verse of the Word—the 5th of 
the Ist of James. Whatisit? “Ifany of you lack wis- 
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given him.” 

Mr. E. HOPKINS, of Naugatuck.—I am glad we took 
up this question of home evangelization. I think our 
hearts have got warm somewhat; and that they are beat- 
ing in unison in this great and glorious cause. The 
Sunday-school with which I am connected, we think is 
almost a model school. But when we look, not at what 
we have done, but at the masses outside, and what yet 
remains to be done, it seems as though we were just no 
Sunday-school at all. Last year, our school undertook 
the work of evangelizing. We undertook a systematic 
plan of effort to increase our own school, and we were 
wonderfully blessed. We established our school in a 
neighborhood where there were about two or three 
hundred people, within a mile around us. It was begun 
under very di ging cire t #8; and for a while, 
it was discussed almost every Sabbath, whether it should 
not be given up—whether it was paying for the effort 
and the labor expended upon it. At length the cold 
weather froze it up. But we did see some good results. 
Yes, blessed be God!—there were three of those who 
had never been inside of a church, or heard the gospel 
of God, and I think, had never seen a Bible—who were 
converted, had their sins forgiven, and were rejoicing in 
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hope. 

When spring came, the school was reorganized. At 
the day of the coming together, it seemed as if we 
should not have a school there again—there were but 
Jour there! I believe that was just what we wanted! 
If thirty or forty had come, we should have forgotten in 
our joy, that there were others outside. When the 
question was asked, “Can we do anything?” the 
answer was, “Yes: let us pray.” There were but five 
or six as teachers. We spent an hour in prayer to God. 
From that day to this, we have gone on till our average 
attendance is now about eighty! 

I tell you, my friends, although the Sabbath-school 
costs labor, it is worth all you can give it—if you are 
willing to take your pay in solid satisfaction, and in 
happiness paid down at the time, which is to draw great 
interest in the future! Engageinit. You will reap a 
rieh reward, if you faint not. 

The Rev. Dr. HODGE, of Bridgeport, remarked: In 
the multitude of counsellors, we get good thoughts, prac- 
tical ones, and such as may be of immense value to us, 
1 rejoice most cordially, in what I have heard, and I 
think I can develope some humility to-day, in saying 
that though I have been a Christian minister a great 
many years, these laymen have been giving me lectures 
in practical theology, for which I humbly hope I shall 
be grateful, as long as I live. Ministers in their study, 
in the retirement of their homes, and shut up from the 
world among their books, studying the divine word, get 
familiar with the great truths of the divine government, 
but we do need the benefit which our brethren can impart 
to us from their daily walk and experience. I thought 
while I was sitting here, that our brethren have found 
out by experience, some important lessons—that it has 
developed great facts to them—shown them how the 
human mind can be reached, and how an interest can be 
awakened in the minds of the dear children; and they 
come here to this convention, to tell us of these things. 

They tell us, for instance, of the mighty power of song; 
and we believe them. Why, it is recorded of Arius, that 
when he wanted to get his peculiar notions of the Trinity 
in the church the people would not listen to him. His 
discussions of the doctrine, and his opinions, which were 





regarded as sapping the foundation of all our hopes, and 
as denying the hivinity of the son of God, and the Divine 
Spirit, were not permitted to come near the people. But 
what did hedo? He got hymns composed, whieh brought 
out his heresy, and got the people to singing them; 
and thus he corrupted the church. That shows the 
power of singing. And then they tell us of the means 
and methods by which they have interested these chil- 
dren, and through them the parents, and of the difficul- 
ties to be encountered, and how some have been over- 
come. Now all these are the furm—our brother Water- 
man has given to us the soul of the thing. His view 
developes the . Wewant body and soul. It will 
be a mistake if we go to our various fields, and think to 
get up an interest in our Sunday-schools by singing, and 
pic-nics, and presents to the children, and Sunday-school 
concerts, and all these things well planned, and well car- 
ried out—if we confine ourselves to these. Dr. Griffin 
once wrote a letter to Dr. Sprague, of Albany, giving an 
account of a revival in New Hartford, where he was first 
settled. He said he could stand on the steps of his house 
and look over into three parishes, where the rains of the 
Spirit were falling, where the Spirit was poured out upon 
them in a most wonderful manner. But in New Hart- 
ford no dew descended. He used often to go out, and 
stand on the steps, and look over into these parishes, 
where God was achieving such wonders by his grace ; and 
O! how he did wish that it might please his heavenly 
father to cast an eye of compassion on himself and his 
people, and wonder if the Lord had no blessing for them. 
With such feelings he said he went into his study one 
day, and prostrated himself on the floor. He did not 
kneel, he lay down, and rolled there in agony, and 
cried tu God that it might please him to bless him 
too, and remember New Hartford. While thus engaged 
in prayer the words of the Psalmist, im the 62d 
Psalm came to him, “ My soul, wait thou only upon 
God, for my expectation is from him.” He said it at once 
occurred tu him that he would prepare a sermon on that 
text. He determined to do so, and prayed over every line 
as he wrote it. On Sabbath morning he was se wrought 
up in spirit that he said when he went into the sanctu- 
ary he did not know there was anybody in it—he didn’t 
see them. He went into the pulpit, commenced the in- 
troductory service, and when be came to read his text, 
he read it in this wise—* My soul, wait thou only, only, 
ONLY upon God, for my expectation is from him.” He 
preached the sermon, and went home, followed by forty 
men, inquiring with tears, to know what they must do 
to be saved. 

Now, beloved friends, all you have heard about the 
methods of our brethren in Hartford, and New Haven, 
and elsewhere for creating an interest in the Sunday- 
school, treasure up, treasure it all up. I have been 
taking notes for myself; I have been to see my superin- 
tendent this morning: we have got an understanding 
about it—but that will not be enough. These three 
visits to our closets—God bless you, dear brother, for 
what you have said about them—(addressing the Rev. 
Mr. Waterman)—these holy wrestlings, these struggles 
we are to have with the angel of the covenant—these are 
the power. If we struggle till the morning we shall have 
his blessing; and he may change our names for us, and 
call us princes—that having had power with God, we 
have prevailed ! 

The Rev. Mr. THOMPSON, of Bridgeport :—I always 
like to connect spiritual things with something that will 
meet my senses, the better to draw my mind to God by 
nature. The thought I have is this: that the elements 
of nature exist dormant, in activity, and in intensity. 
We see the carbon in the diamond—it is dormant there ; 
we see it in the gas, burning—it is active there; we see 
it in the blow-pipe, intensified. Now there is a kindof 
religious state that we can live in, possibly, without 
much success,and keep from dying; there is a state of 
religious activity, of devotion to God, in which we are 
growing alittle; and then there is a state in which the 
elements of religious life are intensified, and there isa 
halo, a glow of divine feeling in the soul. The engines of 
Almighty God turn the machinery of the soul, and rule 
it, sometimes in tears and sometimes in shouts—I care 
not which. Just as the Lord has made the man, just so 
the Lord can save him, And now I have only this to 
say: If every man will take his own heart to God and 
getit intensified by the power of the Holy Ghost, and as 
the sister said, Jesus said he would come and bring his 
Father with him and make his abode with me—and she 
said she was just simple enough to believe it. If we are 
“just simple enough” to take this truth home to our 
souls, and have the religion of Jesus Christ intensified in 
our souls, we cannot fail to be useful; and our unconscious 
influence will ofttimes be as great as our intended influ- 
ence, 

The CHAIR:—It may be thought, and truly, that I 
have allowed these discussions to go beyond strictly par- 
liamentary rules; but I think I have found that these 
apparent “side matters” bear directly upon the great 
subject before us. We have been contined to very short 
speeches; and in taking special views, some have seemed 
to be perhaps, on one side and others on another, while in 
the details they entirely agree. I have rejoiced all the 
way through this convention at the prominence of the 
religious element, and the reliance upon the divine influ- 
ence. I have been greatly satisfied,in the first place, 
with the strong dependence upon the power of Christ for 
success, that has been manifested for the feeling, “I can 
do nothing, absolutely nothing, but for the power of 
Christ, and yet that “I can do all things through Christ, 
who streng theneth me.” 

The President then made some remarks concerning 
some of the hindrances in the way of success. Said he, 
the sooner we come to feel that the house of God is 
not a “close corporation,” in which a man will buy his 
3 feet by 6 fora given price, and then be as exclusive as 








notice of the humbler of our people when they come in. 
We don’t see them. We have such nice churches, and 
But | rejoice that I have 
found out since I came here that our Sunday-schools 
Now just take this little plant, 
this little tree out of our Sunday-school, and plant it in 
our churches, in all our churches,in the city as well as 
in rural districts, and I believe you won't come back 


next year and tell such a mournful story about the 


sixty thousand children yet out of the reach of religious | 


instraction. 
The Rev. 8.8. WATERMAN, of West Killingly alluded 


to the fact that in the accomplishment of any religious re- 





a hermit, the better. The word of God, we delight to 
| think, “is not bound.” No, it is not, provided you buy 
| yourself a standing ora sitting place in the house of God 
| where it is proclaimed. The fact is, 1 think, that more 
| than half the population of Connecticut cannot get into 
the house of God without consenting to be either “ pan- 
| 
| 
| 











pers” or * sponge This truth we may think over at 
home, ¢ 

I must say that I have been edified, and shall go home 
edified. I have made practical resolves, as the Conven- 
| ticn has been going on; and I trust some lasting impres- 
sions have been made on other minds. I do expect 
practical fruits from the impressions that have been 











made, and the light, the actual information that has 


been given. 
The Busi here d that they 
were ready boating th to the Convention, a series of reso- 





Intions, em ing the views and feelings of the Conven- 
tion, mainly elicited from the discussions. The follow- 
ing tions were then read by the Secretary, Mr. 
Train, and adopted separately. 


Resolutions. 


Resolved; That Hon. John Woodruff, of New Haven; 
Gustavus N. Davis, of Hartford, and A. F. Abbott, of 
Waterbury, be, and they hereby are appointed the Cen- 
tral © ittee of this jation, to represent it, and 
according to their best judgment, to act in its behalf, 
until its next convention. 

Resolved, That Nelson Kingsbury, of Hartford, Hart- 
ford county; Benjamin 8. Pardee, of Hamden, New 
Haven county; H. L. Read, of Jewett City, New London 
county; Rev. R. K. Diossy, of Norwalk, Fairfield county; 
H. L. Danielson, of West Killingly, Windham county; 
Stephen 8. Baldwin, of Washington, Litchfield county; Ira 
Gard , of Middl n, Middl county; E. Beecher 
Preston, of Rockville, Tolland county; be, and they here- 
by are appointed County Secretaries, to labor as best 
they may, for the advancement of the Sunday-school 
interest, in their respective fields, until the next conven- 
tion of this association. 

Resolved, That we gratefully and devoutly recognize 
the divine blessings which have been bestowed upon the 
Sabbath-school interests of this State, during the past 
year, by which the zeal of Sabbath-school labors has 
been quickened, and their number increased, and the 
werk of instruction prospered, to a degree hitherto un- 
paralleled. 

Resolved, That we are especially gratified at the evi- 
dently deep religious spirit and influence which per- 
vades this cause among us, by which the personal salva- 
tion of those receiving instruction, is made an object of 
direct and hopeful efforts. 

Resolved, That the fact that less than half of the chil- 
dren of this State are in any wise connected with Sab- 
bath-schools, and other evidences of religious destitu- 
tion within this State, reported at this Convention, | 
should call us to deep humiliation before God, and to | 
earnest prayer and diligent labors for a better state of | 
things; to which the members of this Convention do now | 
pledge themselves for the year ensuing. | 

The vote on this resolution was taken standing—each 
delegate thereby pledging himself to fulfil its require- 
ments. 

Resolved, That the “Sabbath-school” should be con- 
sidered as an integral part of the church, subject to its 
pastoral oversight and direction, and entitled to the 
watch, care, and nurture of all the members of the 
body of Christ. 

Resolved, That the time given for Sabbath-school in- 
struction in a very large number of the churches of this 











less than that usually devoted to an ordinary preaching 
service, will either meet the demands of such instraction, 
or enable the church and pastor to discharge their duty 
in this respect. 

Resolved, That the weekly sessions of the Sabbath- 
school should never be discontinued in summer or win- 
ter, in seed time or harvest, until time is less valuable, | 
souls less precious, religious instruction less important, , 
or the great adversary less active than now. 

Resolved, That the President of this Convention, with 
the State missionary, be a committee to prepare and is- 
sue an address to the Sabbath-schools of this State in the | 
habit of discontinuing their sessions during any portion 
of the winter, urging an abandonment of this practice. 

Resolved, That the provision of suitable rooms for | 
Sabbath-schools is an almost indispensable requisite for , 
successful Sabbath-school instruction. 

Resolved, That this Convention earnestly recommend , 
the maintenance of adult classes and of infant classes 
wherever practicable. 

Resolved, That the condition of destitute localities 
calls for an earnest and systematic Christian visitation, 
and for the establishment of mission Sabbath-schools 
which when practicable, should be under the care and 
supervision of the churches within their reach. 

Resolved, That we may safely and profitably employ, 
to a moderate extent, certain carefully chosen means for 
awakening and keeping up the interest of our schools, 
among which we would especially designate appropriate 
singing and monthly Sunday-school concerts. 

Resolved That the thanks of this Convention are here- | 
by presented to the American Sunday-School Union for | 
their appointment, at our request, of Mr. H. Clay Trum- 
bull, as Sunday-school missionary for Connecticut ; whose | 
complete reports of the condition of the Sabbath-schools | 
of the State, and whose ardent, untiring amd faithful la- 
bors in their behalf have given a new impulse to Sab- 
bath-school effort, and merit the entire approbation of all 
interested in the work. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are here- 
by tendered to the several county secretaries for the 
efficient and thorough manner in which they have visit- 
ed the several Sunday-schools of their respective counties, 
and for the interesting facts which they have brought 
before us in relation to them. 

The customary resolution of thanks was then presented 
to the citizens of Bridgeport for their Christian and liberal 
hospitality ; to the churches who tendered their houses of 
worship for the session of the Convention; to the choir of 
North Congregational church; to the railroad companies 
who reduced the fares to delegates ; to the press of the 
State for its notice of the Convention, and the cause; tothe 
strangers from other States who aided by their presence 
and counsel; and to the Rev. Dr. Curry, for the “able 
and Christian manner in which he presided over the de- 
liberations of the Convention.” 

The President remarked on the passage of the resolu- 
tion: I came to this Convention because I wanted to; be- 
cause I felt had an interest in it. Iexpected to assem- 
ble with you, and occupy an humbler seat, and talk to 
you when I could get a chance; but when the Con- 
vention called me to this position I did not feel at liberty 
to decline, though I had hoped they would have selected 
aman better fitted to serve them. I have done as well 
as I could. I have been edified and strengthened. I 
have been informed as to better ways of doing some 
things, and have hadthoughts and suggestions which I 
shall make the food for reflection and prayer. 

I thank you for these whole exercises; and if I have 
been able in any way to add to their interest or value, I 
have been abundantly repaid. I shall remember this 
Convention as one of the marked occasions of my life. 

After singing the hymn consecrated to the union of 
Christian hearts, 


* Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love,” 


the benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Dr. Curry, 
and the Convention adjourned sine die. 


Children’s meetings were held on the afternoon of Fri- 
day in the North Congregational, and the Methodist 
churches of Bridgeport. They were addressed by speak- 
ers provided by the Convention, were well attended, and 
very interesting. 


For the Sunday-School Times. 


Burning Out the Stumps. 


yASSING through the western part of the 
| State, I noticed very many fields filled 
with stumps, that loomed up like tombstones 
to tell where some great tree had fallen, and I 
thought surely that land is not very profit- 
able, and I cannot imagine how it can be turn- 
ed to any account. While I was thinking of 
this, and noticing the dense woods, so filled 
with shadows, that ever and anon skirted the 
road we were traveling, I saw at some distance 
quite a smoke, and there, I was told, they 
were burning out the stumps by building large 
fires over them until the wood is entirely de- 
stroyed. Then it occurred to me that the 
mind of man was very much like a piece of 
land covered with trees; it is valuable, but it 
wants clearing. The trees must all be cut 
down to let inthe light of the Sun of Right- 
eousness. Those vices and sinful desires 
which, like the stumps, have become so in- 
grafted into the soul, and bear in them the 
nourishment to feed greater sins, must be up- 
rooted; but how? Nothing but the fire of 
affliction will make them loosen their hold; 
penitential tears must moisten the ground; 
prayer ploughs the way and makes ready for 
the seed, which in time may spring up into 
flowers of piety and Christian graces, to sa- 
tisfy the eye and heart of man, or fruit that 
shall be acceptable at the hands of him who 
seeth not as man seeth. J, F. 

New York, Oct., 1859. 


Turee Men anv THREE QvesTions.—There 
are three questions which meu ask themselves, 
according to their education. He who has 


State, is by far too short, and that a portion of time not | 





been brought up with a strong conviction of 
the importance of conforming to the usages 
of society and the customs of the world, in- 
quires, What do others expect of me? He 
who has been taught self-respe@ and to es- 
teem his own actions, asks, What do I expect 
from myself? The third, who has been edu- 
cated in Christian godliness, exclaims daily, 
What does God expect of me? The first 
makes a man of the world; the second, the 





mere moralist; the last alone the Christian. 


| 
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The Bridgeport Convention, 
Ww" have given up our paper for the pre- 

sent week almost entirely to the Report 
of the Connecticut Convention of Sabbath- 
School Teachers, held at Bridgeport. 

One of the delegates at that Convention re- 
marked, that if the Christian people of Con- 
necticut could only all be present, and hear 
the facts and arguments, as they were set 


| forth by the different speakers, the good work 


would be soon done. At least, an impulse 
would be given, which would penetrate every 
part of the Commonwealth, and would give 
the cause everywhere a new aspect. If, in- 
stead of the thousands who might be present 
at these discussions, the fifty or hundred 
thousand Christian people of Connecticut 
could all hear them, and have their con- 
sciences enlightened, and their souls stirred 
up thereby to duty, the good to be accom- 
plished by the Convention would surpass 
computation. The only way that he knew 
of approximating to such a result, was to 
distribute broadcast into every pew and every 


| family in the State, the Report of the pro- 


ceedings which was about to appear in the 
Sunday-School Times. 

It is with a view of doing just this service 
to the cause—of re-duplicating and perpetua- 
ting the influence of the Convention—of car- 
rying the Convention bodily to those who 


| could not attend in person, that we have in- 


curred the labor and expense of this report. 
The Convention was in many respects a 
model one. The business was thoroughly 
prepared, so that there was less waste of time 
than usual in such bodies. The State is 


| more thoroughly organized for Sunday-school 


purposes, than any other State in the Union. 
Instead of having to quote “no report,” “no 
report,” ‘no report,” there was a distinct 
official report from every county in the State, 
with a fullness and completeness of statistics 
that is equally gratifying and surprising. 
The report of the State Missionary, H. C. 
Trumbull, Esq., was the most complete of its 
kind that we have ever read. We hope no 
reader of the Jimes, whatever else he may 
omit, will fail to read that most eloquent and 
instructive document. We may also mention 
as a model for completeness, the report of 
Mr. Kingsbury, the County Secretary for 
Hartford county. 

The points which chiefly occupied the at- 
tention of the Convention were the follow- 
ing: First, the difficulty of securing for the 
Sunday-school on the Sabbath a sufficient 
amount of time, without infringing upon the 
church services, and without overburdening 
the teachers. Second, the prevalent practice 
of discontinuing the schools in the winter 
season in the country, and in the summer 
season in the city. Third, the difficulty of 
retaining the adult scholars, especially the 
big boys and the young men. Fourth, the 
means of making the Sabbath-school at- 
tractive. Fifth, the importance of having the 
church, the whole body of professing Chris- 
tians, more actively engaged in this cause, as 
‘a most efficient means of evangelization. 

These points are not local. They concern 
every State, city, and neighborhood in the 
Union, as vitally as they concern Connecti- 
cut. They are the very points which occupy 
our columns from week to week. Only, now, 
instead of presenting them to our readers as 
essays by our contributors, we offer them as 
they came from the lips of those working 
Sunday-school teachers, superintendents and 
pastors. We rise from the perusal ourselves 
with the profound conviction that no teacher, 
no Sunday-school man, can read attentively 
this Repert without being wiser for the work 
which he has to do. We commend it most sin- 
cerely to the prayerful consideration of all 
God’s people. 


A Week of Good Things. 

HE last week was a kind of Pentecost in 

Philadelphia. The interest of the great 
religious meetings held here was of the most 
absorbing nature. The prayer-meetings for 
the Unity of the Spirit were not only attended 
by large numbers, but were pervaded by a 
spirit of harmony aud brotherly love that 
encouraged all hearts. The sessions of the 
Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions 
were constantly thronged by a large and 
deeply interested audience. The presence in 
the city of so many ministers and other Chris- 
tians from various parts of the country, 
caused the Noon Prayer-Meetings at Jayne’s 
Hall to assume once more an appearance simi- 
lar to that which they had in the best days 
of 1858, 

The occupation of our columns with the 
report of the Bridgeport Convention, which 
was so especially a Sunday-school matter, 
has obliged us to forego the pleasure of re- 
porting these interesting meetings in Phila- 
delphia. We do it, however, with the less 
regret, as a full report of them will doubtless 
be found in the other religious papers. 
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